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ABSTRACT
F e lto n  G randison  C la rk  was bo rn  on O ctober 13, 1903, in  
B aton Rouge, E a s t B aton Rouge P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a , when ed u ca tio n  fo r  
b lack s  in  th e  South  was b e g in n in g  to  g e t  a fo o th o ld . His g re a t  grand­
p a re n ts  and h i s  g ra n d p a re n ts  had been  s la v e s  in  N orth L o u is ian a . His 
f a th e r  and m other came to  B aton Rouge a s  p r in c ip a l  and school te ac h e r 
h t  th e  B aton Rouge Academy.
F e l to n  sp e n t th e  f i r s t  n in e te e n  y e a rs  o f  h is  l i f e  in  Baton 
Rouge w here he re c e iv e d  a h ig h  sch o o l and a  ju n io r  c o lle g e  diplom a 
from S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty .  He th en  went to  B e lo i t  C o llege  in  B e lo i t ,  
W isco n sin , w here he re c e iv e d  a B ach e lo r o f A rts  deg ree  in  1924. L a te r , 
B e lo i t  C o lleg e  c o n fe rre d  a  P h i B eta  Kappa Key f o r  s c h o la s t ic  
ach iev em en t, and an ho n o ra ry  D octor o f  Laws d eg ree  upon him. In  1925, 
he re c e iv e d  a  M aster o f A rts  d eg ree  from Columbia U n iv e rs ity  and in  
1933, a  D octo r o f  P h ilo so p h y  from th e  same i n s t i t u t i o n .  H is work 
e x p e r ie n c e s , p r io r  to  th o se  a t  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  in c lu d ed  teach in g  
a t  W iley C o lleg e  in  M a rsh a ll, T exas, and Howard U n iv e rs ity  in  
W ashing ton , D. C.
D r. C la r k 's  l i f e  w ith  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  began in  1914, 
when h i s  f a th e r  was named to  head  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  which had been 
moved from  New O rlean s  t h a t  y e a r . F e lto n  became p re s id e n t  in  1938.
H is r e t i r e m e n t ,  in  1968, ended a f i f t y - f o u r  y e a r  fa th e r - s o n  
a d m in is t r a t io n  as  p re s id e n t  o f  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty .
v
The in f lu e n c e  o f  F e l to n  C la rk  was f e l t  a t  b o th  n a t io n a l  and 
in te r n a t io n a l  le v e ls  in  e d u c a tio n  and r e l ig io u s  c i r c l e s .  He h e ld  
membership in  numerous o r g a n iz a t io n s  and se rv ed  on many com m ittees. 
Some o f h is  a f f i l i a t i o n s  in c lu d e d  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n  o f 
Negro Land-G rant C o lleg es  and Secondary Schools f o r  N egroes, member 
o f th e  P lanning  Committee o f  H igher E d u ca tio n  o f th e  N atio n a l 
E ducation  A sso c ia tio n , member o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e  Committee fo r  
M o b iliz a tio n  o f E d u c a tio n , and member o f  th e  World A llia n c e  o f  Race 
R e la tio n sh ip s . Dr. C la rk  was a l s o  a c t i v e  in  th e  a f f a i r s  o f th e  YMCA, 
having  served  on i t s  n a t io n a l  c o u n c i l .
Honor f r a t e r n i t i e s  in  w hich F e lto n  C la rk  h e ld  membership 
in c luded  Phi Beta Kappa, Kappa D e lta  P i ,  Alpha P hi Omega, P i Gamma 
Mu, B eta Kappa C h i, and Sigma P i  P h i. He was a t h i r t y - t h i r d  deg ree  
Mason and a B a p t is t .
No g r e a te r  com plim ent can  be p a id  to  Dr. C la rk  than to  say 
th a t  he was s e n s i t iv e  to  th e  needs o f  b la c k  peo p le  in  th e  realm  o f  
ed u ca tio n  and, w ith o u t pomp o r  f e a r ,  he p u t f o r th  ev ery  e f f o r t  a t  
h is  command to  meet th e se  n e e d s . He perform ed h i s  d u t ie s  w ith  
e leg an ce  and d ig n i ty .  He was c o u rte o u s  and d e l ib e r a t e  and was a b le  
to  g ive  in d iv id u a l a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  co n cern s  o f th e  moment w ith o u t 
lo s in g  th e  g rasp  o f  l a r g e r  p ro b lem s.
S erv ing  as  P re s id e n t  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  f o r  a p e rio d  o f 
t h i r t y  y e a rs , F e lto n  C la rk  was re q u ire d  to  d e a l  w ith  people  from 
every  s tra tu m  o f s o c ie ty .  H is  c o n ta c ts  ranged  from p a re n ts  in  r u r a l  
a re a s  to  an aud ience  w ith  th e  Pope. He p o ssessed  th e  a b i l i t y  to
encourage and in s p i r e  th o se  whom he m et. He was e lo q u en t in  speech 
and e lo q u en t in  m anners.
Dr. C la r k 's  g r e a t e s t  c o n tr ib u t io n  was in  h is  d e d ic a tio n  and 
s e rv ic e  to  s o c ie ty  th ro u g h  h i s  p re s id e n c y  o f  Southern  U n iv e rs ity  and 
a f f i l i a t i o n s  w ith  r e l i g i o u s ,  p ro f e s s io n a l  and c iv ic  o rg a n iz a t io n s .
v i i
C h ap te r 1
ANCESTRAL AND HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS OF 
FELTON GRANDISON CLARK
F e lto n  G randison C la rk  was b o rn  In  Baton Rouge, L o u is ia n a , 
on O ctober 13, 1903. He was th e  second  o f  two c h i ld r e n  born  to  
Joseph  Samuel C la rk  and O c tav ia  E ln o ra  Head C la rk . One y e a r  e a r l i e r  
on O ctober 12, 1902, an o ld e r  b r o th e r  had been b o rn , b u t he d ie d  
s h o r t ly  a f t e r  b i r t h .  Jo sep h  Samuel C la rk  was th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  o f 
Sou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  a t  i t s  p r e s e n t  l o c a t io n .  O c tav ia  Head C la rk  was 
the f i r s t  d i r e c to r  o f m usic and f i r s t  R e g is t r a r  o f  Southern  
U n iv e rs ity  a t  th e  Baton Rouge l o c a t io n .
ANCESTRY
The fam ily  i s  re g a rd e d  as  one o f  th e  many i n s t i t u t i o n s
e x is t in g  in  s o c ie ty .  F u n c tio n in g  a s  a u n i t ,  the  fam ily  r e p re s e n ts
a s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n  w hich b u i ld s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  in d iv id u a l
e f f e c t iv e n e s s  in  th e  l a r g e r  s o c ie ty .  P e r s o n a l i ty  t r a i t s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s ,
v a lu es  and b e l i e f s  a re  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f  o n e 's  c u l t u r a l  background
and fam ily  h e r i ta g e  (Nye, 1 9 6 6 :1 1 8 ). Thus, F e lto n  G randison C la rk 's
a n c e s try  w i l l  be review ed in  t h i s  s tu d y . P a r a l l e l in g  th e  background
of t h i s  a n c e s try  i s  the  grow th and developm ent o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .
The m ajor p a r t  o f  F e lto n  G randison  C la r k 's  l i f e  was sp en t in
a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e re fo re , i t  seems a p p ro p r ia te
«
to in c lu d e  a b r i e f  h i s to r y  o f S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs i ty  as w e ll .
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F e lto n  Grandison C la r k 's  p a te r n a l  g r e a t  g randm other,
R o se tta  C la rk , was born  a s la v e  in  V i r g in i a .  She was tak en  to  
G eorg ia  where she met and m arried  P h i l l i p  C la rk . As s la v e s ,  th ey  
w ere b ro u g h t to  B ie n v il le  P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a ,  and s e t t l e d  on B i l l  
P o la n d 's  P la n ta t io n  (Cade, 1 9 6 6 :1 6 ). T h is  p la n ta t io n  was lo c a te d  in  
S p a r ta ,  L o u is ian a . In  1860, D orr d e s c r ib e d  S p a r ta  a s  b e in g  "a  sm a ll 
p la c e  o f  about two hundred and tw en ty  f i v e  o r  f i f t y  in h a b i ta n t s .
There w ere th re e  s to r e s ,  a M eth o d ist and a  B a p t i s t  c h u rch , and a 
s c h o o l ."  The newspaper p u b lish e d  in  S p a r ta  a t  th a t  tim e was c a l l e d  
The J e f f e r s o n ia n  (D o rr, 1860 :1186). B i l l  Poland was a r ic h  p la n te r  
who owned s e v e ra l  fa m ilie s  o f  s la v e s  d i r e c t l y  b e fo re  th e  C iv i l  War. 
The C la rk s  w ere one o f th e se  f a m i l i e s .  They w ere a llow ed  to  keep 
t h e i r  surname b ecause  they had n o t  been  b o rn  on th e  p la n ta t io n  
(Cade, 1 9 6 6 :15 ).
P h i l l i p  C la rk  became an in v a l id  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i n j u r i e s  
s u s ta in e d  in  a  wagon a c c id e n t. C o n sequen tly , he  was a b le  to  spend a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  tim e w ith  h i s  c h i ld r e n  and h i s  g ra n d c h ild re n . R o se tta  
C la rk  serv ed  a s  a midwife on th e  p l a n t a t i o n .  Her g r e a t  m oral and 
s p i r i t u a l  s t r e n g th  was re s p e c te d  by  a l l  members o f  h e r  fam ily  (C ade, 
1 9 6 6 :1 8 ).
To th e  un ion  of P h i l l i p  and R o s e tta  C la rk  w ere bo rn  two 
c h i ld r e n ,  M argaret and Jan e . B e l l ,  a  fem a le  c h i ld  by a p re v io u s  
m a rr ia g e  o f P h i l l i p ,  was b ro u g h t from  G eorg ia  a lo n g  w ith  P h i l l i p  and 
R o s e tta . Im m ediately  upon h e r a r r i v a l  on th e  B i l l  Poland P la n ta t io n ,  
B e l l  was a ss ig n ed  th e  d u t ie s  o f  a  house  s la v e .  B e l l  c o n tin u e d  in  
s e r v ic e  a t  th e  "b ig  house" a f t e r  e m a n c ip a tio n . M argaret C lark
m a rrie d  W ill Fow ler. They had e ig h t  c h i ld r e n :  F rank , Jo h n , Mary,
G eorge, L aura , W alte r, C a rze , and C h a rle s  (Cade, 1 9 6 6 :1 8 ). Jane 
C la rk  sp en t most o f  h e r  a d u l t  l i f e  w ith  h e r p a r e n ts .  Her c h ild re n  
were Mary Ann, R o se tta , Lucy J a n e , and Joseph  Samuel C la rk . At th e  
age o f  tw enty Mary Ann m a rrie d  Moses S c o t t .  R o se tta  d ie d  a t  the  
age o f  fo u r te e n  in  1891. Lucy Jan e  m arried  W imberly Odom in  1902.
JOSEPH SAMUEL CLARK
Joseph Samuel C la rk , th e  son o f  Jan e  C la rk , was b o rn  on 
June 7 , 1871, in  B ie n v i l le  P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a , on th e  B i l l  Poland 
p la n ta t io n  in  th e  community known a s  Shephardtow p, on th e  w est s id e  
o f  B lack  Lake Bayou. H is m other and g randm other gave him  th e  name 
J o s ia h ,  which means "Jehovah  s u p p o r ts ."  J o s ia h  C la rk  l a t e r  changed 
h is  name to  Joseph  Samuel C la rk  (Cade, 1 9 6 6 :4 1 ).
During t h i s  e a r ly  p e r io d  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t io n ,  B lack  Lake Bayou 
was a  c e n te r  o f much A fro-A m erican  c u l tu r e  and re f in e m e n t. Even 
th a t  e a r ly ,  fo llo w in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  Am erican s la v e r y ,  th e r e  were in  
th e  com m unities a d ja c e n t  to  B lack  Lake Bayou, many b la c k  fa m ilie s  
o f prom inence - -  th e  B a i le y s ,  th e  J o rd a n s , th e  M ellons, th e  M iles, 
th e  M oores, the  S hephards, th e  T heuses, and th e  W ilsons (The 
S o u th e rn i te . 1 9 5 3 :4 ).
When Joseph  Samuel C la rk  was a lm o st e ig h t  y e a rs  o ld  h is  
fam ily  moved from the B i l l  Poland p la n ta t io n  to  th e  Jimmie Jones 
p la n ta t io n  as  te n a n ts .  To e a rn  a  l i v in g  th e  r e c e n t ly  f r e e d  Negroes 
became fa rm ers , r a i l  s p l i t t e r s ,  h u n te rs  and fish e rm en . Joseph
Samuel C la rk  was re q u ire d  to  do h i s  s h a re  o f  work. He le a rn e d  to  
plow, hoe , d r iv e  a wagon, and hunt (C ade, 1 9 6 6 :4 2 ).
E d u c a tio n a l E xperien ces
C la rk  was te n  y ears  o ld  when he found th a t  th e  c o lo r  o f  h i s  
sk in  made a s o c ia l  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  w o rld . I t  was then  th a t  a 
sch o o l was founded on th e  p la n ta t io n  to  te a c h  th e  c h i ld r e n  to  read  
and w r i t e .  His g ra n d fa th e r  asked i f  Jo seph  Samuel m ight a l s o  e n r o l l  
a t  th e  sc h o o l. He was to ld  th a t  t h i s  wouid n o t  be  p o s s ib le ,  b u t th e  
te a c h e r  prom ised to  te ac h  young C la rk  a t  n ig h t .  At th e  end o f  th re e  
y ears  when Joseph l e f t  the  p l a n ta t io n ,  he  knew how to  work common 
f r a c t i o n s ,  read  and w r i te  (S ta te  T im es, J a n u a ry  2 , 1 9 3 8 :1 ).
Joseph  Samuel C lark  l a t e r  a t te n d e d  a sc h o o l w hich was 
conducted  in  a log  c ab in  and ta u g h t by a  w h ite  te a c h e r .  Between th e  
ages o f  e lev e n  and t h i r t e e n  he a t te n d e d  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  a t  P le a sa n t 
H i l l  in  B ie n v i l le  P a r is h  and a t  Mount Nebo and G a li le e  in  W ebster 
P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a  (The S o u th e rn i te . 1 9 5 3 :5 ).
Oren Muse w ro te  o f an in te rv ie w  w ith  Jo sep h  Samuel C la rk  in  
which he  s ta t e d :
' I  le a rn ed  w h ite  p e o p le 's  ways when I  was j u s t  a b o y ,1 
D r. C la rk  says s lo w ly , rem em bering th e  p l a n t a t i o n  y e a r s .
' I  le a rn e d  th e i r  k in d n e ss , t h e i r  to le r a n c e ;  I  r e a l i z e d  th e i r  
c a p a c i ty  fo r  f r ie n d s h ip  and t h e i r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  
problem s o f my r a c e .  I  th in k  t h a t  paved th e  way f o r  th e  work 
th a t  I  was a b le  to  do in  l a t e r  y e a rs  a lo n g  e d u c a tio n a l  l i n e s  
f o r  my p e o p le ' (S t a t e  Times. J an u a ry  2 , 1 9 3 8 :1 ) .
In  1890, Joseph  Samuel C la rk  e n te re d  Coleman C o lle g e . He 
earned  a norm al diplom a in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1894. Coleman C o llege  was 
Located in  G ib slan d , L o u is ia n a , and was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1888 by O liv e r
Lewis Coleman. In  th e  f a l l  o f  1894, C lark  en tered  B ishop C o lle g e , 
M a rsh a ll, Texas, w hich was a t  th a t  time under the a u s p ic e s  o f  th e  
American B a p t is t  Home M ission  S o c ie ty . This schoo l had b een  founded 
in  1881 and named f o r  Nathan B ishop , who c o n tr ib u te d  $20,000 f o r  i t s  
su p p o rt (Cade, 1 9 6 6 :51 ).
In  1896, C la rk  e n te re d  Leland C o llege  in  New O rle a n s . The 
S ta te  Times gave t h i s  acco u n t o f Leland C ollege:
L eland C o lle g e , e s ta b l i s h e d  in  1923 about one m ile  w e st 
o f  Baker, was founded i n  New O rleans in  1870. The h i s t o r i c  
i n s t i t u t i o n  c la im s  among i t s  alum ni, Dr. J .  S. C la rk , fo u n d er 
o f Southern  U n iv e rs i ty  (S ta te  Times, October 12, 1956).
In  1901 Joseph  Samuel C lark  com pleted h is  work a t  L e lan d  
C o lleg e  in  New O rlean s  and was g ran ted  an A.B. d e g re e . Between th e  
y e a rs  o f 1901 and 1928 he d id  s p e c ia l  work a t  H arvard U n iv e r s i ty  and 
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C hicago . He re c e iv e d  an honorary  d eg ree  o f  M aster 
o f  A rts  from  Selma (Alabama) U n iv e rs ity  in  1913. H onorary  d e g re e s  
o f  D octor o f  P h ilo sophy  w ere  co n fe rre d  upon Joseph Samuel C la rk  by 
L eland  C o lleg e , B aton Rouge, L ou isian a  and by A rkansas B a p t i s t  
C o lle g e , L i t t l e  Rock, A rk an sas , in  1921 (The S o u th e rn i te , 1 9 5 3 :5 ).
Work E xperiences
Im m ediately  a f t e r  h i s  g ra d u a tio n  from L eland  C o lle g e , Joseph  
Samuel C la rk  became P r in c ip a l  o f  S la te r  High School in  D o n a ld s o n v il le ,  
L o u is ia n a . A fte r  two months in  D o n a ld so n v ille  he a c c e p te d  a p o s i t io n  
a s  p r in c ip a l  o f th e  B aton Rouge Academy. The name was changed from 
B aton Rouge Academy to  B aton Rouge C ollege in  1907 (The Sou t h e r n i t e , 
1 9 5 3 :6 7 ). This sch o o l was e s ta b l is h e d  in  1893 by th e  F o u r th  D i s t r i c t  
B a p t i s t  A s s o c ia tio n . P ro fe s s o r  J .  L. C roosley , th e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l ,
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was succeeded  by Joseph  Samuel C la rk . An accoun t o f  Jo sep h  S a m u e l's  
work a t  th e  B aton Rouge C o lleg e  appeared  in  a  H is to ry  o f  th e  F o u rth  
D i s t r i c t  a s  fo llo w s :
D uring  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  D r. C la rk  a t  th e  sch o o l, i t  
made r a p id  p ro g re s s  w ith  an in c re a se d  e n ro llm en t each  y e a r .
Those who w ere s e n t  ou t from  th i s  sch o o l under h i s  ad m in is ­
t r a t i o n  took  t h e i r  p la c e s  and se rv ed  w e ll  in  th e  community 
l i f e .  So s a t i s f y i n g  was th e  s e rv ic e  o f  D r. C lark  in  t h i s  
s c h o o l, th a t  a t  a board  m ee tin g , h e ld  a t  th e  Mount P le a s a n t  
B a p t i s t  Church on May 23, 1906, upon a m otion made b y  Reverend 
L. B il lo u p s ,  J r . ,  he was e le c te d  P r e s id e n t  o£ th e  sch o o l 
i n d e f i n i t e l y  (Thomas, 1 9 7 0 :1 6 ).
Jo sep h  Samuel C la rk  re s ig n e d  from th e  p o s i t io n  a t  B aton Rouge 
C o lle g e  in  1911. From 1911 u n t i l  1913 h is  work was o f  a  tw o fo ld  
n a tu r e .  F i r s t ,  he se rv ed  a s  a  Jean es  T eacher in  West B aton  Rouge 
P a r is h .  The e x is te n c e  o f  Jea n e s  Teachers was due to  an endowment 
fund c r e a te d  by Miss Anna T. Jean es  o f  P h ila d e lp h ia , P e n n sy lv a n ia , 
A p r i l  18, 1907. The income from  th i s  fund was ap p lie d  to  the  
m ain tenance  and a s s is ta n c e  o f  e lem en ta ry  sch o o ls  f o r  N egores in  
S o u th e rn  S ta te s  (C la rk , 1932 :156). S econd ly , Joseph S am u e l's  job  
was d i r e c t o r  o f  a Normal School fo r  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  
E d u ca tio n  in  B aton Rouge, L o u is ia n a  (Cade, 1966:41).
A ct Number 118, House B i l l  Number 136 provided  f o r  a change 
in  d o m ic ile  o f  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  then  lo c a te d  in  New O r le a n s , 
L o u is ia n a  (A cts o f  th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ian a  R egular and E x tra  S e s s io n s . 
1912 :140 ). S e c tio n  f iv e  o f  t h i s  a c t  s t a t e d :
Be i t  f u r th e r  e n ac te d  . . . t h a t  th e  s a id  Board o f  
T ru s te e s  s h a l l  be empowered to  e n a c t g e n e ra l  r u le s  and b y -law s 
fo r  th e  s a id  U n iv e rs ity  . . . and to  e l e c t  a P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
F a c u lty , th e  p ro fe s s o r s  and te a c h e rs  . . . and p r e s c r ib e  t h e i r  
d u t ie s  and com pensation ; p ro v id in g  th a t  the  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  
F a c u l ty ,  th e  p ro f e s s o r s ,  te a c h e rs  and a l l  o th e r  em ployees 
ex ce p t o n ly  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s , them selves s h a l l  be p e rso n s
o f  th e  c o lo re d  r a c e .  A ll members o f  th e  Board o f T ru s te e s  
s h a l l  be o f  th e  w h ite  ra c e  . . . .
Joseph  Samuel C la rk  was in v i te d  to  se rv e  a s  P re s id e n t o f 
S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs i ty  in  J u ly ,  1913. He succeeded Henry A. H i l l .  
A ccord ing  to  Lane, he  had fo u r  i n i t i a l  ta sk s  to  perfo rm :
1. A s s is t in g  in  f in d in g  a s u i t a b le  p la ce  fo r  lo c a t in g  the  
d is p la c e d  u n iv e r s i ty .
2 . S e le c t in g  a f a c u l ty  and s t a f f  f o r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .
3 . F in d in g  s tu d e n ts  f o r  th e  sc h o o l.
4 . B u ild in g  se n tim e n ts  fa v o ra b le  to  th e  id ea  o f  h ig h e r  
e d u c a tio n  f o r  A fro-A m ericans (L ane, 1969 :100).
When i t  was ag reed  th a t  S ou th ern  U n iv e rs ity  was to  be  moved 
from  New O rlean s  to  a new lo c a t io n ,  Joseph  Samuel C lark  was g iv en  th e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  lo c a t in g  a s i t e  f o r  th e  new campus. He tr a v e le d
to S h re v e p o r t , A le x a n d r ia , New I b e r ia  and to  numerous o th e r  s e c t io n s
o f th e  s t a t e  in  se a rc h  o f a p ro p e r s i t e .  F in a lly , he drove from 
Baton Rouge to  S c o t l a n d v i l l e , a n d  th en  to  S c o t t 's  B lu f f .  Horace 
G reely  W hite d e sc r ib e d  t h i s  e v e n t:
There he found an o ld  s la v e  p la n ta t io n  th a t  had e v e ry th in g  
th a t  was r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  days o f s la v e ry .  The o n ly  th in g  
th a t  he found th a t  had any resem blance  to  a p ro p e r s i t e  f o r  a
sch o o l was th e  s e t t i n g  o f the  su n , deep below the  waves o f  the
m ighty  M is s is s ip p i .  As i t  made i t s  d e scen t in to  th e  w aves, i t  
was a m ighty flam e, c a s t in g  m yriads o f c o lo r  on th e  r ip p l in g  
w a te rs  . . . .  Upon o b se rv in g  th e  m a g n ific e n t s u n se t, th e  man, 
Jo sep h  Samuel C la rk , tu rn e d  and s a id  to  h im se lf , 'T h is  i s  the  
p la c e ' (W hite , 1 9 6 1 :8 3 ).
The new Sou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  opened w ith  an en ro llm en t o f 
fo r ty - s e v e n  s tu d e n t s ,  sev en teen  o f  whom w ere b o a rd e rs , and a f a c u l ty  
and a d m in is t r a t iv e  s t a f f  o f  n in e  ( S ta te  Tim es. June 29, 1938).
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Joseph  Samuel C la rk  d e sc r ib e d  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f Sou thern  
U n iv e rs ity  in  i t s  new lo c a t io n :
S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and M echanical C o lleg e , a 
s ta t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  t r a in in g  o f  c o lo re d  p e o p le , lo c a te d  
ju s t  f iv e  m ile s  n o r th  o f  Baton Rouge a t  S co tlan d  S t a t i o n , i s  
d e s tin e d  to  become one o f  the  g r e a t e s t  s t a t e  sch o o ls  in  the 
south  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f the c o lo re d  r a c e .  . . .  In  1914 
the  Board d ec id ed  upon th e  p re s e n t  s i t e  and on March 9 o f  the 
same y e a r ,  th e  f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  upon i t s  new 
s i t e  was begun.
The 1914 L e g i s l a tu r e  made a n  a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  $25,000 fo r  
the e r e c t io n  o f  new b u i ld in g s  . . . .  D uring th e  c o n s tru c tio n  
o f th e se  b u i ld in g s  a  number o f p u p i ls  came to  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
to  be t r a in e d  . . . .  March 9 , 1916, th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
c e le b ra te d  i t s  second  a n n iv e r s a ry  and many improvements a re  
observed . . . .  We d e s i r e  to  c o n tin u e  ou r grow th (F ounder's  
Day Speech , March 9 , 1916).
S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  co n tin u e d  to  grow. The b e g in n in g  program 
c o n s is te d  o f  c l a s s e s  f o r  e lem en ta ry  sch o o l c h i ld r e n ,  h igh  schoo l s t u ­
d e n ts  and norm al ( t e a c h e r - t r a in in g )  c la s s e s .  A ll  s tu d e n ts  were expected  
to  p repare  th em se lv es  f o r  u s e fu l  and  p r a c t i c a l  work by ta k in g  tra d e  
o r  in d u s t r i a l  c o u rs e s .  These c o u rse s  w ere w ith o u t c r e d i t  and were 
taken  in  a d d i t io n  to  t h e i r  r e g u la r  academ ic w ork. S ince  th e  c u r r ic u ­
lum extended two y e a r s  beyond the  h ig h  sch o o l i t  was n e ce ssa ry  to  
b roaden i t s  o f f e r i n g s .  The o f f e r in g s  w ere ex tended  to  in c lu d e  
p re p a ra t io n  to  te a c h  a g r i c u l tu r e  and  home econom ics, in  a d d it io n  to  
academic f i e l d s  (L ane , 1969:103).
C o rrespond ing  to  th e  expansion  o f  c u rric u lu m s and s p e c ia l  
programs was an  in c r e a s e  o f  f a c u l ty  and a d m in is t r a t iv e  p e rso n n e l.
T h is in c re a s e  was see n  i n  th e  s iz e  o f  th e  f a c u l ty ,  which i n  1913 was 
sev en , and i n  1938 had grown to  sev en ty -tw o  (F a c u lty  M inutes of 
S outhern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  J a n u a ry  3 , 1918). A d d i t io n a l ly ,  c u r r ic u la  needs 
were broadened to  re a c h  th o se  whose t r a in in g  c e n te re d  in  a re a s  o th e r
th an  te a c h in g . A ccording to  L ane, "D egree te a c h e r  t r a in in g  
c u rric u lu m s w ere added in  com m ercial e d u c a tio n , h e a l th  and p h y s ic a l 
e d u c a tio n  and s p e c ia l  t r a in in g  f o r  r u r a l  te a c h e rs "  (L ane, 1969:114).
In  a d d i t io n  to  an ex p an sio n  o f  th e  c u rr ic u lu m , Dr. Joseph  
Samuel C la rk 's  a d m in is tr a t io n  f o s te r e d  many im provem ents in  th e  
p h y s ic a l p la n t .  These in c lu d ed  new b u i ld in g s ,  an a r t e s i a n  w e l l ,  
e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s ,  steam  in  a l l  c la ss ro o m  b u i ld in g s  and d o r m i to r ie s ,  
a paved road  jo in in g  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  to  S c o t la n d v i l le ,  a  te lep h o n e  
s e r v ic e  and an in f irm a ry  (The S o u th e r n i te . 19 5 3 :1 1 ).
Joseph Samuel C lark  was a l s o  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t 
o f  th e  S ta te  School fo r  Negro B lin d , th e  S ta te  School f o r  Negro D eaf, 
and th e  S ta te  I n d u s t r i a l  School f o r  C olored Y ouths. These 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ere a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  D r. J .  S. C la r k 's  i n t e r e s t  in  
handicapped and d e lin q u e n t c h i ld r e n  ( J e f f e r s o n ,  A p r i l  18, 1976).
On June 30, 1938, D r. J .  S. C la rk  re s ig n e d  as P r e s id e n t  o f  
S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty .  F e lto n  G rand ison  C la rk  became P r e s id e n t  on 
J u ly  1, 1938. D r. J .  S. C la rk  s a id :
From th e  tim e he was a l i t t l e  boy , to  th e  p r e s e n t ,  my son
has heard  my dreams f o r  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty .  He knows th e  
p o l ic ie s  o f  th e  sc h o o l. He w i l l ,  I  am s u re ,  c a r r y  on th e  work
th a t  has been s t a r t e d .  And I  s h a l l  be nearb y  to  a d v is e  him
and to  h e lp  him any tim e th a t  I  am needed ( S ta t e  T im es. June 29, 
1938).
Joseph Samuel C la rk  d ie d  on O ctober 27, 1944. At th e  fu n e ra l  
s e rv ic e ,J o h n  E. Coxe, S ta te  S u p e rin te n d e n t o f  E d u ca tio n  a t  t h a t  tim e, 
p a id  t r i b u t e  to  Joseph Samuel C la rk  s t a t i n g :
Dr. C la r k 's  e n t i r e  l i f e  was d e d ic a te d  to  th e  o r d e r ly  
advancem ent o f  h is  peo p le  and th e re b y  to  th e  en rich m en t o f  
h is  s t a t e  and n a t io n .  Many honors came to  him in  h i s  l i f e t im e ;  
y e t  l ik e  a l l  t r u l y  g r e a t  men, Joseph  Samuel C la rk  was an humble
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man. H is g r e a te s t  s e r v ic e  was in  th e  f i e l d  o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ;  
and h is  own l i f e  p ro v id e s  th e  g r e a t e s t  example o f  good f a i t h  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  ra c e s  m eetin g  on th e  common ground o f  sh ared  
i n t e r e s t s  . . . .  Not o n ly  L o u is ia n a  and th e  South  b u t th e  
n a tio n  i s  the  l o s e r  in  th e  p a s s in g  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  Negro 
e d u c a to r  . . . .  We may w e ll hope and b e l ie v e  th a t  among the  
youth who came u n d e r th e  b e n e f i c e n t  in f lu e n c e  o f  D r. J .  S. 
C la rk , th e re  w i l l  be  many who w i l l  fo llo w  in  h i s  f o o ts te p s .
We know th a t  a l l  a r e  th e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e i r  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  
him. The f in e  y o u th  t h a t  w i l l  s tre am  from  th e  p o r ta l s  o f  
S o u th ern  U n iv e rs i ty  in  th e  f u tu r e  w i l l  be  th e  l i v i n g ,  growing 
mem orial o f D r. C la rk  (F u n e ra l T r ib u te . 1944).
OCTAVIA ELNORA HEAD CLARK
O ctav ia  E ln o ra  Head C la rk  was born  in  1880 in  Monroe, 
L o u is ia n a . Her p a r e n ts ,  Mary J e a n e te r  Amos and W illiam  Head, were 
m arried  in  1870. To them w ere b o rn  n in e  c h i ld r e n  who, in  th e  o rd e r 
o f  t h e i r  b i r t h ,  w ere Ada, O c tav ia  E ln o ra , W illia m ,D a n ie l, I s a a c ,  
A lb e r t ,  L orenzo, P e rcy , and E t ta  Lee (Cade, 1 9 66 :76 ).
O ctav ia  E ln o ra  a t te n d e d  e lem en ta ry  sch o o l a t  T ren ton  School 
in  O uachita  P a r is h . One o f  th e  e lem en ta ry  sch o o l te a c h e rs  th e re  was 
Joseph Samuel C la rk . At t h a t  tim e he had been  employed by Reverend 
W illiam  Head, O c tav ia  E ln o r a 's  f a t h e r ,  to  te ac h  a t  a church  which 
was p a s to re d  by Reverend Head (Moore, May 15, 1976).
In  O ctober o f  1896, O c tav ia  E ln o ra  e n te re d  L eland C o llege  in  
New O rlean s . This was th e  y e a r  in  w hich Joseph  Samuel C la rk  e n te re d  
the  fo u r th  y ear o f th e  c o l le g e  p re p a ra to ry  c o u rse  in  th e  same 
i n s t i t u t i o n .  He had g iv e n  up te a c h in g  to  r e tu r n  to  sc h o o l.
In  1897, O c tav ia  E ln o ra  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  Coleman C o lleg e . She 
g rad u a ted  in  1899. Her f i r s t  and o n ly  te a c h in g  jo b  b e fo re  m arriage  
was a t  China Grove Common School n e a r Grayson in  C aldw ell P a r is h ,
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L o u is ia n a . At t h i s  tim e  Josep h  Samuel C la rk  became engaged to  
O ctav ia  E ln o ra . T hey  w ere m arried  December 29, 1901 (Cade, 1966: 
168).
The co u p le  a r r iv e d  in  B aton Rouge on December 31, 1901, and 
took  up re s id e n c e  a t  th e  B aton Rouge Academy. Jo sep h  Samuel C lark  
had r e c e n t ly  been h i r e d  as  p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  Academy. O ctav ia  E lnora 
was employed to  te ac h  E n g lish  and m usic. C oncerning h e r , Cade made 
th e  fo llo w in g  rem arks:
Miss Head, in  becom ing Mrs. C lark , b rough t to  the  un ion  a 
rem arkable  h e r i t a g e  w hich w e ll complemented t h a t  o f Joseph 
Samuel C la rk . W ith a calm , q u ie t  wisdom fa r  beyond h e r  y e a r s , 
she became b o th  sp a rk  and b a la n c e  to  Joseph Samuel C la rk .
Many tim es she  was th e  means o f  calm ing  the  ro u g h  w a te rs  and 
storm s caused  by m isu n d e rs tan d in g  grow ing o u t o f  ra sh  words 
o r h a s ty  a c t i o n s .  She knew h e r  husband , h is  b r i l l i a n c e ,  
cou rage , and f i g h t in g  h e a r t .  She knew h is  deep k in d n e ss , love 
o f j u s t i c e  and f a i r  p la y ,  fo rg iv in g  n a tu re , and how he nev er 
wanted any p e rso n  to  rem ain  angry  w ith  him. S o , in  h e r  p e c u l ia r  
manner, she made i t  a p r a c t i c e  to  approach him  im m ediately  
fo llo w in g  any c r i s i s  . . . .  Y e t, sh e  always rem ained sh y , 
r e t i r i n g ,  and even  a t  tim es, b a sh fu l (Cade, 1 9 6 6 :7 2 ).
When S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty  was moved to  i t s  p re s e n t  lo c a t io n ,  
O ctavia  E lnora  jo in e d  th e  te a c h in g  s t a f f  a s  the f i r s t  d i r e c to r  of 
music and the  f i r s t  r e g i s t r a r .  O c tav ia  E lno ra  was re p o r te d  a s  
be ing  a good m other and w ife .  She was su p p o rtiv e  o f  h e r  husband and
f
son. She serv ed  a s  h o s te s s  when Joseph Samuel and F e lto n  G randison 
e n te r ta in e d  a t  home. T h is was t r u e  even when she was employed by 
Southern  U n iv e rs ity  (M eadors, May 18, 1976).
O ctav ia  E ln o ra  s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  tim e w ith  F e lto n  
G randison d u rin g  h i s  c h ild h o o d . The p rim ary  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  the 
re a r in g  o f F e lto n  G ran d iso n  was h is  m o th e r 's .  She o f te n  read  to
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him, took  him shopp ing , and e n te r ta in e d  h is  ch ild h o o d  f r ie n d s  
(M eadors, May 18, 1976). Mrs. C la rk  d ie d  on A p r il  29, 1959.
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
The l i f e  o f  F e lto n  G randison  C la rk  and th e  h i s to r y  o f 
S outhern  U n iv e rs ity  a re  c lo s e ly  in te rw o v en , and i t  would be 
im p o ssib le  to  p re s e n t  one w ith o u t th e  o th e r .  In  1879, P ickney B. S. 
P inchback , T. T. A l la in ,  and Henry Demas sponsored  th e  movement in  
th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C onvention th a t  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  in  New O rle a n s . The 
i n s t i t u t i o n  was c h a r te r e d  a s  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty  in  Jan u a ry , 1880 by 
th e  G eneral Assembly o f  th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a . A r t i c l e  Number 231 
o f  th e  L o u isian a  C o n s t i tu t io n  f o r  1879 re a d :
The G eneral Assembly s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  in  th e  C ity  o f  New 
O rlean s  a u n iv e r s i ty  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  p e rso n s  o f  c o lo r ;  
p ro v id e  fo r  i t s  p ro p e r  governm ent, and s h a l l  make an annual 
a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  n o t l e s s  th an  f iv e  thousand  d o l l a r s  and no t 
more than  te n  thousand  d o l l a r s  f o r  i t s  m ain tenance  and 
su p p o rt (The L o u is ia n a  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  A r t i c l e  No. 231 :1 8 7 9 ).
This p ro v is io n  d id  n o t m eet w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  a l l  who 
could  be d i r e c t l y  a f f e c te d  by th e  u n iv e r s i ty .  The New O rleans 
Weekly L o u is ia n ia n  o f  J u ly  25 , 1879, in  i t s  e d i t o r i a l ,  r e f e r r e d  to  
" th a t  p e t i t io n "  w hich D e leg a te  Henry Demas o f  S t .  John th e  B a p t is t  
p re se n te d  to  th e  C onvention :
B earing  th e  names o f  ab o u t 1300 p u rp o r te d  s ig n e r s  p r o te s t in g  
a g a in s t  the  e s ta b lis h e m e n t o f  a u n iv e r s i t y  in  th e  c i t y  fo r  th e  
e d u ca tio n  o f c o lo re d  p e rs o n s , on th e  p re te n d ed  ground th a t  i t  
made a d i s t i n c t io n  betw een  c i t i z e n s  in  th e  o rg a n ic  law .
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The le g a l  document g iv in g  th e  i n s t i t u i o n  a u th o r i ty  to  o p e ra te  
and fu n c tio n  a s  a s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was s ig n ed  on th e  th i r d  o f  March, 
1880. Follow ing th e  c h a r te r in g  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty ,  p la n s  w ere 
made fo r  i t s  o p e ra t io n . A. R. C o u r r ie r  was e le c te d  to  se rv e  a s  f i r s t  
p re s id e n t  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  by th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s . He 
re s ig n e d  on O ctober 20 , 1880, b e fo re  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  was opened. The 
Board then  e le c te d  George H. F ay e rw ea th e r a s  in te r im  p r e s id e n t .
S ou thern  U n iv e rs ity  opened u n d e r h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n  on March 1 , 1881. 
A ccording  to  th e  1968 e d i t i o n  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs i ty  Handbook, 
th e  p r e s id e n t i a l  s u c c e ss io n  in c lu d e d  th e  fo llo w in g :
1881 -  1882 George H. F ay erw ea th er
1882 -  1883 Reverend C. H. Thompson
1883 - 1886 Reverend J .  H. H a rr iso n
1886 -  1888 George B o th w ell
1888 -  1913 H. A. H i l l
1913 -  1938 Joseph  Samuel C la rk
1938 -  1968 F e lto n  G rand ison  C la rk
(S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  Handbook, 1 9 6 8 :4 ).
P ro g re ss  was slow  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty . 
The i n s t i t u t i o n  was f in a n c e d  by a law p assed  by the  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  
which e n t i t l e d  i t  to  an an n u a l a p p r o p r ia t io n  o f  n o t l e s s  than  $5,000 
and n o t more than  $10 ,000.
The a c t  passed  by th e  L o u is ia n a  L e g is la tu r e  which gave r i s e  to  
S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  made no p ro v is io n s  f o r  b u i ld in g s .  S ince  b u ild in g s  
w ere e s s e n t i a l ,  th e  bo ard  ag reed  th a t  "money a n n u a lly  a p p ro p r ia te d  to  
pay te a c h e r s ' s a l a r i e s  was a p p l ie d  to  s e c u re  th e  f i r s t  e s s e n t i a l  — 
a schoo l b u ild in g ,  a lth o u g h  a number o f  th e  te a c h e rs  had to  be 
d isp en sed  w ith "  (R eport o f  th e  S e c re ta r y  o f  S t a t e . 1902-1903 :16).
A dm ission to  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  was g a in ed  by s u c c e s s f u l ly  p a ss in g  
an exam ination  c o v e r in g  E n g lish  grammar, geography , h i s to r y  o f  the
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U nitvd  S ta te s  and a r i th m e t ic .  The c u rr ic u lu m  c o n s is te d  m ain ly  o f  
e lem en ta ry  e d u c a tio n , dom estic s c ie n c e , and i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  (Lane, 
1 9 6 9 :9 0 ).
In  1907, under th e  M o rrill-N e lso n  Act o f  1890, S ou th ern  
U n iv e rs i ty  was re o rg a n iz e d  as  a  la n d -g ra n t  c o l le g e .  I t  then  o f f e re d  
c o u rse s  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and m echanical e d u c a tio n  (C a ta lo g  o f  
S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty . 1921-22 :10).
S o u th ern  U n iv e rs ity  o p e ra ted  in  New O rlean s  f o r  a p e r io d  o f 
t h i r t y  y e a r s .  In  1913, i t  was moved to  Baton Rouge, L o u is ia n a . I t s  
grow th and developm ent a t  th i s  s i t e ,  a s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  l i f e  o f  Dr. 
F e lto n  G randison  C la rk , a re  d isc u sse d  e lsew h e re  in  t h i s  s tu d y .
C hap ter 2
DEVELOPMENTAL YEARS 
1903 -  1937
F e lto n  G randison  C la rk 's  p a r e n ts ,  Jo sep h  Samuel C la rk  and 
O c tav ia  Head C la rk ,w ere  employed a t  th e  B aton Rouge Academy a t  th e  
tim e o f h is  b i r t h  on O ctober 13, 1903. They o ccu p ied  a th r e e  room 
ap artm en t on th e  second f lo o r  o f th e  main b u i ld in g  o f  th e  Academy.
Upon th e  e le c t io n  o f  Joseph Samuel C la rk  a s  p r e s id e n t  o f  the  
Baton Rouge Academy on November 16, 1901, th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  had an 
en ro llm e n t o f  abou t 200 s tu d e n ts .  Most o f  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  w ere in  
th e  e lem en ta ry  g ra d e s . The schoo l o ccu p ied  a c i t y  b lo c k  upon w hich 
was lo c a te d  one frame tw o -s to ry  b u i ld in g  in  B aton Rouge, L o u is ia n a . 
Along w ith  th e  C la rk s , o th e r  te a c h e rs  w ere housed on the  second f lo o r .  
C lassroom s, th e  a u d ito riu m , k itc h e n  and d in in g  h a l l  w ere lo c a te d  on 
th e  f i r s t  f lo o r .  A f te r  t h i s  b u i ld in g  was d e s tro y e d  by f i r e  in  1905, 
c la s s e s  w ere h e ld  in  th e  Odd Fellow s H a ll  on Knox S t r e e t  and in  th e  
Mount Zion Church b u i ld in g  on S pain  S t r e e t  in  B aton Rouge. T eachers 
and s tu d e n ts  boarded  w ith  f r ie n d s  i n  th e  c i t y  o f  B aton Rouge u n t i l  
1906, when a th r e e - s to r y  b r ic k  b u i ld in g  was c o n s t r u c te d .  Im m ediately  
fo llo w in g  th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th e  new b u i ld in g ,  P r e s id e n t  C la rk  
ex tended  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  to  in c lu d e  one y e a r  o f  p o s t-h ig h  sch o o l work.
I t  was in to  t h i s  environm ent t h a t  F e lto n  G randison  C la rk  was 
born and sp en t the  e a r ly  y ears  o f  h is  l i f e .  From th e  day o f  h is
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b i r t h  u n t i l  the  f a l l  o f  1916, he l iv e d  in  sch o o l d o rm ito r ie s  b o th  a t  
th e  Baton Rouge C o lleg e  and S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs i ty  (Cade, 196 6 :1 6 9 ).
F e lto n  G randison  C la rk  e x p e r ie n c e d  many o f  th e  jo y s  o f  
c h ild h o o d . His p a re n ts  d id  no t ru sh  him in to  a d u lth o o d . He was 
a llow ed  to  have th e  u s u a l boyhood p e r io d  h is  f a th e r  had been  d e n ied . 
As a boy, Joseph  Samuel C la rk  was re q u ire d  to  sh a re  in  th e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  making a l i v in g  f o r  th e  fa m ily . F e lto n  C la rk  
en joyed  h is  ch ild h o o d . He sh o t m a rb le s , flew  k i t e s ,  p lay ed  b a s e b a l l ,  
ta g  and th e  u su a l ch ild h o o d  games (C ads, 1966 :169).
One o f h is  f a v o r i t e  games was f o o tb a l l .  W allace B ra d fo rd , 
p re s e n t ly  p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  School f o r  Deaf on S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty 's  
campus, was a ch ild h o o d  f r ie n d  o f  F e l to n  G randison  C la rk . He r e l a t e d  
t h i s  in c id e n t :  " F e lto n  to ld  me to  k ic k  a f o o tb a l l  in  a  game we were 
p la y in g . I  obeyed and , n o t w earin g  sh o e s , b roke  my t o e . "  Mr. 
B rad fo rd  s a id ,  " F e lto n  was a happy p lay m ate . He had many f r ie n d s  
who looked up to  him and o f te n  so u g h t h i s  a d v ic e "  (B ra d fo rd , A p r il  
14, 1976).
D uring th e  p re sc h o o l y e a rs  o f  F e l to n  G randison  C la r k 's  l i f e ,  
he o f te n  accom panied h i s  m other to  v i s i t  r e l a t i v e s  in  B ie n v i l l e ,  
W ebster, and O uachita  P a r is h e s .  One o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  by m a rr ia g e , 
Mrs. Mae Moore, f i r s t  met F e lto n  in  J u ly  o f  1904, when he was abou t 
te n  months o ld . Mrs. M oore 's h u sband , J e r r y  Moore, and Joseph  Samuel 
C la rk  w ere c o u s in s , and a s  c h i ld r e n  th ey  s p e n t many h o u rs  in  work and 
p la y  to g e th e r .  As a d u l t s  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  rem ained c lo s e - k n i t .  
C o n sequen tly , Mrs. Moore saw F e lto n  each  summer when he came to  v i s i t
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r e l a t i v e s .  She remembered him as  b e in g  a  warm and f r i e n d l y  c h i ld .
Of F e l t o n ' s  mother, Mrs. Moore sa id :  " O c ta v ia  was n o t  as  o u tg o in g
as  was Joe  C la rk . She was q u i e t  and o b s e r v a n t .  Her main i n t e r e s t  
seems to  have been t h a t  o f  p la y in g  a  s u p p o r t iv e  r o le  to  h e r  husband 
and o f  b e in g  a good mother to  h e r  son" (Moore, May 15, 1976).
While a t  Baton Rouge C o l le g e ,  F e l to n  was e n r o l l e d  in  th e  
c l a s s e s  w i th  th e  o th e r  s tu d e n t s .  Mrs. F lo re n c e  Todd was a l s o  a 
s tu d e n t  a t  Baton Rouge C ollege  a t  t h a t  t im e .  She was a  f r i e n d  and 
schoo lm ate  o f  F e l t o n ' s .  She r e c a l l e d  him  as  "A s tu d e n t  w ith  u n u su a l  
a b i l i t y ,  who s tu d ie d  hard and was a lw ays a  top  a c h ie v e r  in  h i s  c l a s s "  
(Todd, May 26, 1976). S tu d en ts  a t  th e  B aton  Rouge C o lle g e  were 
r e q u i r e d  to  complete t h e i r  work b e f o r e  any  type  o f  p la y  was begun. 
S u b je c ts  ta u g h t  a t  the  academy were r e a d in g ;  w r i t i n g ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  
h i s t o r y ,  grammar, and music. The t e a c h e r s  were s t r i c t  and d i s c i p l i n a r y  
problem s seldom a ro s e .  I f  a  s tu d e n t  m isbehaved o r f a i l e d  to  g e t  h i s  
l e s s o n ,  he  was k ep t  in  a t  r e c e s s  (Todd, May 26, 1976).
When the  C larks l e f t  Baton Rouge C o l le g e ,  some o f the  s tu d e n t s  
l e f t  w i th  them and e n r o l le d  in  th e  newly e s t a b l i s h e d  S ou thern  
U n iv e r s i ty .  O ther s tu d e n ts  fo llow ed  l a t e r .  Mrs. Todd s a id  t h a t  th e  
s tu d e n t s  were w e ll  p repared  when th e y  l e f t  the  Baton Rouge C o lleg e .
They had been tau g h t the  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c o m p e t i t io n  w ith  
s tu d e n t s  e n t e r in g  Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  from o th e r  s c h o o ls  (Todd, May 
26, 1976).
Sou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  was e s t a b l i s h e d  o u t  of a need to  p ro v id e  
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  b lacks  to  g e t  an e d u c a t io n .  I t s  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  was 
p receded  by th re e  o th e r  c o l le g e s  f o r  b la c k s  in  L o u is ia n a .  These
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were Leland  C o lle g e ,  S t r a i t  C o l le g e ,  and New O rleans  U n iv e r s i ty .  
S t r a i t  was o rg an ized  in  1870 a s  a C o n g re g a t io n a l  School and su p p o rted  
by n o r th e rn  c a p i t a l i s t s  and th e  F e d e ra l  Government. New O rleans  
U n iv e r s i ty  was o rg a n iz e d  in  1873. I t  grew o u t  o f  a  normal s ch o o l.
In  1935 S t r a i t  and New O rleans U n iv e r s i ty  merged i n t o  D i l l a r d  
U n iv e r s i ty  (Lane, 1969:54).
The u n d e r ly in g  ph ilo sophy  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  and i t s  
o p e r a t io n  th ro u g h  the  y ea rs  should  be  s ee n  in  c o n te x t  w ith  o th e r  
e d u c a t io n a l  endeavors  f o r  b la c k s .  T h e r e f o r e , i t  i s  a p p r o p r ia t e  to  
b r i e f l y  summarize th e  development o f  e d u c a t io n  f o r  b lack s  i n  th e  
South.
FACTORS INFLUENCING EDUCATION FOR 
BLACKS IN THE SOUTH
B efore  th e  C iv i l  War th e re  were many f a c t o r s  which d ep r iv ed  
s la v e s  o f  an  adequa te  e d u c a t io n .  However, one f a c t o r  was more 
a p p a re n t .  This was one which p r o h ib i t e d  th e  g iv in g  o r  r e c e iv in g  o f  
e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  by th e  s la v e s  o r  " f r e e  p e rso n s  o f  c o l o r , "  a s  
can be observed  i n  the  fo llow ing :
I t  was th e  g e n e ra l  p o l ic y  o f  th e  f i f t e e n  s l a v e  h o ld in g  
s t a t e s  o f  th e  South to  p r o h i b i t ,  by f i n e ,  im prisonm ent and 
w h ip p in g , th e  g iv in g  o f i n s t r u c t i o n  to  b l a c k s ,  m u la t to s  o r  
o th e r  d e scen d an ts  o f  A fr ica n  p a r e n ta g e ,  and t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  
was ex tended  in  most o f  th e  s l a v e  s t a t e s  to  " f r e e  pe rsons  o f  
c o lo r "  a s  w e l l  as to  s la v e s  ( B u t l e r ,  1 9 0 0 :901-902) .
N o n e th e le s s ,  some b la c k s  le a r n e d  to  re a d  and w r i t e  in  th e  
a n teb e l lu m  Sou th . Many m asters  and m i s t r e s s e s  ta u g h t  t h e i r  s la v e s  
th e  ru d im en ts  o f  e d u c a t io n .  Along w i th  a  f e e l i n g  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  
among th e  s l a v e s ,  th e re  e x i s t e d  a d e s i r e  to  r i s e  o u t  o f  t h e i r
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c o n d i t io n  through e d u c a t io n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  many s la v e s  were anx ious 
and w i l l i n g  to  l e a r n .  In  c o n s id e r in g  e d u c a t io n  fo r  b la ck s  in  b o th  
North and South , DuBois a s s e r t e d  t h a t :
Of th e  488,070 f r e e  Negroes i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  i n  1870, 
32,629 were a t te n d in g  s c h o o l ,  and o n ly  91,736 were u n ab le  to  
re a d  and w r i t e .  In  th e  same s t a t e s ,  t h e r e  were 3 ,651  c o lo re d  
c h i ld r e n  a t t e n d in g  sch o o ls  s u p p o r te d  by th e  f r e e  Negroes . . . .
In  South C a r o l in a ,  a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  n e a r ly  10,000 f r e e  
Negroes cou ld  re a d  and w r i t e ,  and pe rhaps  5% o f  th e  s l a v e s .
But i l l i t e r a c y  among th e  c o lo re d  p o p u la t io n  was w e l l  over 95% 
which meant t h a t  l e s s  than  i5 0 ,0 0 0  o f  th e  fo u r  m i l l i o n  s la v e s  
em ancipated  cou ld  re a d  and w r i t e  (DuBois, 1935:638).
The C iv i l  War ended some o f  t h e  problems th a t  b la c k s  faced  in  
c o n n ec t io n  w i th  e d u c a t io n .  In 1865 th e  Congress o f  th e  U nited  S t a t e s  
a u th o r iz e d  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  the  F reedm en 's  Bureau. This 
o rg a n iz a t io n  was under  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  of th e  War Departm ent. I t s  
c h ie f  f u n c t io n  was to  p ro v id e  s c h o o l in g  f o r  the  r e c e n t l y  f r e e d  b la c k s .
For f i v e  y e a r s  th e  Bureau worked to  ed u ca te  and advance 
the  Sou thern  Negroes. During t h i s  tim e i t  sp en t  ap p ro x im a te ly  
$ 6 ,000 ,000 , m ostly  from p h i l a n th r o p ic  s o u rc e s ,  o rg a n iz ed  and 
s t a f f e d  2,500 s c h o o ls ,  and ed u ca te d  some 150,000 Negro a d u l t s  
and c h i ld r e n  (F r o s t ,  1966:435).
Funds from o r g a n iz a t io n s  and p h i l a n th r o p ic  i n d iv id u a l s  such 
as the  Freedm en's  Bureau, churches  and m is s io n a ry  s o c i e t i e s ,  George 
Peabody, John S l a t e r ,  Annie T. J e a n e s ,  and J u l i u s  Rosenwald 
s t im u la te d  and supported  e d u c a t io n a l  movements f o r  b la c k s  a l l  over 
the  South .
S e v e ra l  c o l le g e s  f o r  b lack s  w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  the  South by 
N orthern  chu rches . Among th e se  were Augusta I n s t i t u t e  in  A t l a n t a ,  
G eorgia , which was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1867 and was l a t e r  to  become 
Morehouse C o llege . A t la n ta  U n iv e r s i ty  in  G eorgia  and T alladega  
C ollege  in  Alabama were o rg a n iz e d  by th e  American M iss ionary  S o c ie ty
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in  1865 and 1867 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Between 1867 and 1890, t h i s  
o r g a n iz a t i o n  founded tw elve i n s t i t u t i o n s  fo r  b la c k s .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  
o th e r  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  Some o f  th e s e  were 
K n o x v il le  C o lle g e ,  K n o x v il le ,  Tennessee; Shaw U n iv e r s i t y ,  R a le ig h ,  
N orth  C a ro l in a  and V i r g in i a  Union U n iv e rs i ty  in  Richmond, V i r g in i a  
(Lane, 1969 :22).
THE CHARACTER OF EDUCATION FOR BLACKS
D uring th e  y e a r s  im m ediate ly  a f t e r  th e  C i v i l  War, b lack s  
c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  the  p o p u la t io n  in  many a r e a s  in  
th e  South . This was e s p e c i a l l y  t ru e  in  r u r a l  a r e a s  (C u b b erly , 1934: 
4 43 ) . C o n cen tra ted  e f f o r t s  on th e  p a r t  o f  p h i l a n th r o p ic  o rg a n iz a t io n s  
and S ou thern  e d u c a to r s  p rov ided  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  b la c k s  to  a t t e n d  
s c h o o l .  The q u e s t io n  re g a rd in g  th e  type  of e d u c a t io n  w hich was b e s t  
s u i t e d  f o r  b la c k s  posed a problem. Two o u ts ta n d in g  b la c k  e d u c a to rs  
d eb a ted  th e  i s s u e  o f  w hether ed u ca t io n  fo r  b la ck s  sh o u ld  m ain ly  
in v o lv e  manual t r a i n i n g  o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  the  i n t e l l e c t .
Booker T. W ashington and W. E. B. DuBois were p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s  
o f  Joseph  Samuel C la rk .  Cade r e p o r te d :  .
As soon as he became P re s id e n t  of S ou thern  U n iv e r s i t y ,
C la rk  v i s i t e d  a l l  th e  Land-Grant Schools f o r  Negroes and a l s o  
Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  o f  Alabama o f which Booker T. W ashington 
was head . A f te r  th e  m eeting in  1913 , t h e r e  im m ed ia te ly  
grew up a bond between P r e s id e n t  C lark and P r i n c i p a l  
Washington (Cade, 1966:172),
So c lo s e  was the  f r i e n d s h ip  between the  C la rk s  and th e  
DuBois f a m i l ie s  t h a t  in  an in te rv ie w  w ith  R obert Penn W arren , F e l to n  
C la rk  s t a t e d :
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DuBois was one o f  th o se  persons  who was way ou t in  f r o n t .
I f  you re a d  h i s  Souls  o f  B lack  F o lk , you can see  . . . .  And 
t h e r e ' s  a  l i t t l e  b i t t n e r n e s s  in  him to o ,  which anybody can 
u n d e r s ta n d .  Here was DuBois, a man who, had he n o t  been a 
Negro, co u ld  have blossomed o u t  i n t o  t r u e  g re a tn e s s  . . . .
A lso  DuBois d id  f e e l  s t r o n g ly  ab o u t th e  A fr ican  t i e s .  I  
know, because  I  a lm ost m arr ied  h i s  d au g h te r  . . . .  He f e l t  
v e ry  s t r o n g l y  abou t th e  A fr ic a n  h e r i t a g e ,  b u t  he f e l t  j u s t  
a s  s t r o n g l y  abou t b e in g  a p e rso n .  And I  th in k  t h a t  now, even 
more th a n  th e n ,  th e  Negro l i k e  anybody e l s e ,  i s  d r iv e n  more 
by  human d r iv e s  than  he i s  by a l l  t h e s e  o th e r  th in g s ,  by th e  
w ish  to  be a human b e in g ,  w hatever th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a human 
a r e  (W arren, 1965 :19-20) .
W ashington advoca ted  t h a t  economic independence, s e g r e g a t io n ,  
and s e l f - h e l p  would be more u s e f u l  to  b lack s  than  would a l i b e r a l  
e d u c a t io n  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  governm ental a f f a i r s .  On the  
c o n t r a r y ,  DuBois' p h i lo so p h y  f o r  b la ck s  was concerned w ith  the  
developm ent o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t ,  h o ld in g  la n d ,  and e x e r c is in g  c o n t r o l  
over c a p i t a l .
The t e x t  o f  th e s e  opposing  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  no doubt, se rv ed  to  
shape th e  c u r r i c u la r  o f f e r i n g s  in  bo th  h ig h  schoo ls  and c o l l e g e s  f o r  
b la c k s .  E d u ca tio n  a t  Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  d u r in g  F e l to n  Grandison 
C l a r k 's  te n u re  t h e r e ,  a s  a s tu d e n t ,  a s  dean , and as p r e s id e n t  was 
du ly  in f lu e n c e d  by bo th  the  p h ilo sophy  o f  Booker T. W ashington and 
W. E. B. DuBois.
STUDENT AT SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Among th e  f o r ty - s e v e n  s tu d e n t s  e n r o l l i n g  in  Southern  
U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  th e  f i r s t  time a t  i t s  Baton Rouge lo c a t io n  was F e l to n  
G randison  C la rk .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  th e re  was a f a c u l t y  and a d m in i s t r a t i v e  
s t a f f  o f  n in e .  Fo llow ing  i s  a l i s t  o f  th e  names o f  th e  f a c u l t y  and 
s t a f f  a t  t h a t  t im e:
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Joseph  Samuel C la rk ,  P r e s id e n t
O c tav la  H. C la rk ,  S u p e rv is o r  o f  Women's Personne l 
John S. Jo n es ,  Dean
Emma N. Mayberry, I n s t r u c t o r  i n  Women's I n d u s t r i e s  
James B. Moore, I n s t r u c t o r ,  B lacksm ith ing  
I s r a e l  S. P ow ell ,  I n s t r u c t o r ,  A g r ic u l tu re  
F r e d e r i c k  F. Sims, I n s t r u c t o r ,  Mechanical I n d u s t r i e s  
H i ld re d  Thomas, I n s t r u c t o r ,  E lem entary  Grades 
(The S o u t h e r n i t e . 19 5 3 :9 ) .
S tu d e n ts  who m a t r i c u la te d  a t  t h a t  time cou ld  r e g i s t e r  f o r  
e lem en ta ry  g rad e  c l a s s e s ,  h ig h  sch o o l  c l a s s e s ,  o r  f o r  normal 
( t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g )  c l a s s e s .  The normal c l a s s e s  comprised on ly  one 
y e a r  o f  t r a i n i n g  u n t i l  1918. In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  r e g u la r  c o u rs e s ,  
s tu d e n t s  were r e q u i r e d  to  ta k e  p r a c t i c a l  co u rses  which o f f e r e d  no 
c r e d i t .  Open to  the  young women were c l a s s e s  in  dom estic  a r t s ,  
dom estic  s c i e n c e ,  and home n u r s in g .  Open to  th e  young men were 
c l a s s e s  in  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b la c k s m i th in g ,  c a r p e n t r y ,  woodworking, 
b r ick m aso n ry ,  plumbing and e l e c t r i c a l  r e p a i r s .  As f u r t h e r  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  c u l t i v a t e  h a b i t s  o f  in d u s t r y  and t h r i f t ,  each d o rm ito ry  s tu d e n t  
was r e q u i r e d  to  g iv e  one f r e e  hou r o f  la b o r  to  the  u n i v e r s i t y  each 
day (The S o u t h e r n i t e . 19 5 3 :9 ) .
F e l to n  G randison  C la rk  was t a u g h t  by h i s  mother, h i s  f a t h e r ,  
and o th e r  te a c h e r s  employed by th e  U n iv e r s i ty  d u r in g  th e  in te r im  
p e r io d  between the  move from Baton Rouge C ollege  to  Southern  
U n iv e r s i ty .  When Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  i n i t i a l l y  opened in  Baton Rouge, 
on March 9 , 1914, F e l to n  Grandison C la rk  became one o f  i t s  f i r s t  
s t u d e n t s .  He e n r o l l e d  a s  an e lem en ta ry  s tu d e n t .  Horace W hite , a 
c la s s m a te  o f  F e l to n  Grandison C la rk ,  d e sc r ib e d  him as be ing  s tu d io u s  
and hard  w orking . He p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  th e  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s
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o f  the schoo l and was easy  to  work and p la y  w ith  (W hite, A p r i l  23, 
1976).
The f a c u l t y  m inu te s  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  d a ted  November 8, 
1920, c o n ta in  a r e p o r t  from th e  Committee on "School U n its  o r  School 
C r e d i t s . "  This com m ittee  had th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h in g  the  
requ irem en ts  f o r  g ra d u a t io n  from h ig h  sch o o l i n  1920. In  p a r t  th e  
r e p o r t  read :
To s e c u re  th e  S t a t e  High School Diploma, th e  s tu d e n t  must 
have com pleted 16 u n i t s  o f  w ork, and in  do ing  so  must meet 
the fo l lo w in g  c o n d i t i o n s :
(a) There must be  t h r e e  m a jo rs  and n o t  more th a n  two 
e l e c t i v e s .
(b) Each c a n d id a te  f o r  g ra d u a t io n  must p r e s e n t  th e  
fo l lo w in g  s u b j e c t s  and u n i t s :  E n g l ish  3; M athematics
2; S c ie n ce  2; H is to r y  and C iv ic s  2.
(c) H a lf  u n i t s  in  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s  may be added 
to  form th e  u n i t .  No c r e d i t  i s  g iven  f o r  l e s s  th an  
one u n i t  o f  an independen t s u b j e c t .
(d) In  manual t r a i n i n g ,  m usic , and a l l  l a b o r a to r y  o r  
p r a c t i c e  p e r io d s ,  two p e r io d s  co u n t f o r  one.
(e) A m ajor i s  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  u n i t s  in  any reco g n ized  
h ig h  sc h o o l  s u b j e c t s .
( f )  A minor i s  two u n i t s  i n  any o f  th e  reco g n ized  h ig h  
sch o o l  s u b j e c t s .
(g) An e l e c t i v e  i s  one u n i t  i n  any re c o g n ize d  h ig h  sch o o l 
s u b j e c t .  The f o u r th  y e a r  o f  a s u b j e c t  i s  n o t  an 
e l e c t i v e .
(h) Four main s u b j e c t s  a t  a time f o r  fo u r  y e a rs  w i l l  
en a b le  th e  s tu d e n t  to  g ra d u a te  w ith  16 u n i t s .
S tu d e n ts  shou ld  be h e ld  to  t h a t  number in  the  
i n t e r e s t  o f  sound e d u c a t io n .
The com m ittee  r e p o r t  was s igned  0 . B. Wynbush, H. A. Clemons, 
J .  D. Jo n es ,  J .  B. Moore, and W. D. Thomas (F a c u l ty  M inutes,
November, 8, 1920).
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F e l to n  G randison C la rk  g rad u a ted  from h ig h  sch o o l  In  1920.
I t  i s  assumed t h a t  he had s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  com ple ted  th e  req u irem en ts
f o r  g ra d u a t io n  as  s t i p u l a t e d  by th e  com m ittee .
In  1920 ,F e l to n  C lark  e n te re d  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i t y  a s  a
freshm an and com pleted the  req u irem en ts  f o r  a j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  degree
in  1922. Horace White s a id  o f  the  c o l l e g i a t e  F e l to n  C la rk :
He was r e s p e c te d  and admired by h i s  f e l lo w  s t u d e n t s .  He 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  . in  th e  s o c i a l  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  a s  w e l l  
as th e  academic o n es .  He p layed  c o l l e g i a t e  f o o t b a l l ,  p layed  
a trombone in  the  band and sang in  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  C ho ir  
(W hite, A p r i l  23, 1976).
The 1921-22 C ata log  o f  Southern  U n iv e r s i t y  l i s t e d  F e l to n
G randison  C l a r k 's  name in  th e  Teacher T r a in in g  Departm ent a lo n g  w ith
fo u r te e n  o th e r  s t u d e n t s .  The complete l i s t  r e a d :
Lawrence James B a l la rd  
L u c i le  Thelma Bernard 
Maud L i l l i a n  Brooks 
F e l to n  Grandison C lark  
R oberta  Rebecca F ra n k l in  
A lic e  E lv ia  Hunter 
Anna B e l l  Knox 
Ida K endrick  Martyn 
F ra n c is  L i t t l e t o n  P o r te r  
O l l i e  Mable R ichardson  
Naomi Johnnye Rushing 
B ern ice  D e lo res  Webb 
Horace G reely  White 
W illiam  Olymia Woods 
Jewel Jen n ie  W right
In  1921 and 1922, th e  Teacher T r a in in g  D epartm ent had th re e  
d i v i s i o n s .  These were the Normal Departm ent, Home Economics and 
V o ca t io n a l  A g r i c u l tu r e .  A second c a te g o ry  was c a l l e d  th e  C o llege  
D epartm ent. The 1921-22 c a ta lo g  d e s c r ib e d  th e  c o l l e g e  c o u rse  in
t h i s  manner:
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I t  i s  th e  unanimous d e c is io n  o f th e  Board o f  T r u s te e s  t h a t  
S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  s h a l l  o f f e r  a f u l l  c o l l e g e  c o u rs e  to  those  
p rep a red  to  e n t e r  upon i t .  The U n iv e r s i ty ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s ta n d s  
read y  to  g ive  a f u l l  c o l le g e  cou rse  to  d u ly  a c c r e d i t e d  
a p p l i c a n t s ,  and w i l l  expand from a tw o -y ea r  to  a f o u r - y e a r  
c o l l e g e  c o u rse  as th e  demand f o r  th e  advanced work i s  made 
(C a ta lo g  of S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty . 1 9 2 1 -22 :11 ) .
Thus, o f  th e  f i f t e e n  persons  who com ple ted  th e  work o f  th e  
T eacher T ra in in g  program, th re e  were a l s o  l i s t e d  in  th e  C o llege  
Departm ent. These were F e l to n  Grandison C la rk ,  W illiam  0 . Woods, 
and Horace W hite. W illiam  Woods i s  now d ece a se d .  Horace White and 
F e l to n  remained f r i e n d s  u n t i l  F e l t o n ' s  d e a th  (W hite , A p r i l  23, 1976).
young c o lo re d  men and women to  f i t  d e f i n i t e l y  and i n t e l l i g e n t l y  in  
t h e i r  sphere  o f  s e r v i c e  to  th e  S t a t e "  (C a ta lo g  o f  S o u th e rn  U n i v e r s i t y . 
1921-22 :11 ) .  The c a ta lo g  l i s t s  th e  J u n io r  C o lle g e  Course o f  Study:
In 1922 " th e  m iss ion  o f Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  was to  p re p a re
F i r s t  y e a r  o r  Freshman y e a r
F i r s t  Sem ester Second Sem ester
E n g lish
Algebra




Spanish  o r  L a t in
C hem istry  ( Q u a n t i t a t i v e )  
French
S pan ish  o r  L a t in
Second y ear  o r  Sophomore y e a r
F i r s t  Sem ester Second Sem ester
E n g lish
Organic C hem istry  
Trigonom etry and Surveying 
H is to ry  o r  Economics 
French , S p an ish  o r  L a t in
E n g l ish
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C hem istry  
H is to ry  o r  Economics 
A n a ly t ic  Geometry 
F ren ch , S pan ish  o r  L a t in
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F e l t o n ' s  s tu d e n t  l i f e  a t  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  in c lu d e d  more 
than  academic a c t i v i t i e s .  The P e l ic a n  L i t e r a r y  S o c ie ty  was an 
o r g a n iz a t io n  which p rov ided  an o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  s tu d e n t s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in  d ra m a tic s  and d e b a te s .  Membership in  t h i s  s o c i e t y  was r e q u i r e d  o f  
a l l  s t u d e n t s .  R e l ig io u s  o rg a n iz a t io n s  in c luded  the  S p e c ia l  V o lu n ta ry  
B ib le  C la s s ,  th e  Young Men's C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c ia t io n ,  and th e  Young 
Women's C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c ia t io n .  F e l to n  C lark  was l a t e r  to  become 
a c t i v e  in  th e  Young Men's C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c ia t io n ,b o th  a t  th e  l o c a l  and 
th e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .
A d d i t io n a l  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  w hich Dr. C la rk  
engaged were the  u n i v e r s i t y  c h o i r ,  th e  g lee  c lu b ,  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  band, 
and s e v e r a l  a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  He c o n t r ib u te d  to  t h e  S o u th e rn  
U n iv e r s i ty  L e t t e r , a monthly p u b l ic a t io n  by th e  s tu d e n t s  in  th e  
p r i n t i n g  departm ent (C a ta lo g  o f  Southern  U n iv e r s i t y . 1 9 2 1 -2 2 :1 3 -1 4 ) .
HIGHER EDUCATION BEYOND SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
F e l to n  C la rk  e n te r e d  B e l o i t  C ollege  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1922 and 
was g rad u a ted  in  1924 w i th  a  B achelor o f  A rts  d e g re e .  Cade gave 
re a so n s  f o r  Joseph  Samuel C la r k 's  send ing  F e l to n  to  B e l o i t  C o lleg e  
i n s t e a d  o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty :
(1) I t  was f e l t  t h a t  th e  te a c h e rs  m ight n o t c h a l l e n g e  th e  
son o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h i s  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  demanded; and (2) the  p re s id e n t  f e l t  t h a t  i t  would 
be a good id e a  f o r  h i s  son  to  be  on h i s  own and t o  l e a r n  how to  
l i v e  w ith  p eop le  under d i f f e r e n t  c ircu m stan ces  (Cade, 1 966 :170 ).
B e l o i t  C o lleg e ,  a l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o l l e g e ,  lo c a t e d  in  B e l o i t ,  
W isco n s in ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1848. According to  Time M agazine. 
" B e lo i t  was once c a l l e d  th e  'Y ale  o f  the  West' becau se  two o f  i t s
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fo u n d e rs ,  Stephen P e e t  and Aaron Chapin and i t s  f i r s t  two f a c u l t y  
members, were  a l l  Yale men" (Time Magazine, F eb ru a ry  11, 1946). 
F e l t o n ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  B e lo i t  C ollege  c o n t in u e d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th .
He was i n v i t e d  to  l e c t u r e  th e re  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s ,  and o f te n  
r e tu r n e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  e v e n ts .  He re c e iv e d  a P h i B eta  Kappa Key from 
B e l o i t  i n  1946 and an honora ry  degree  (D octor o f  Laws) was c o n fe r re d  
upon him t h a t  same y e a r .  H ig h l ig h ts  from th e s e  e v e n ts  a r e  
d is c u s s e d  in  a l a t e r  c h a p te r .
In  1925, a M aster of A rts  degree  was c o n f e r r e d  upon F e l to n  
C la rk  by Columbia U n iv e r s i ty .  His major was e d u c a t io n a l  so c io lo g y .
In  1933, he  became th e  e ig h th  b la c k  to  r e c e iv e  th e  D o c to ra te  degree  
from Columbia U n iv e r s i ty  and the  f i r s t  b la c k  to  have c o l l e g e  
a d m in i s t r a t io n  as a f i e l d  o f  d o c to ra l  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .  While a t  
Columbia, he took tim e from h i s  busy sch ed u le  and a d v ise d  o th e r  
b la c k s .  "When he took  h i s  p re l im in a ry  ex am in a tio n  f o r  th e  Doctor’s 
d e g re e ,h e  was g iven  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t i n g  by h i s  d ep a r tm en t"  (New York 
Times, November 30, 1933). He had taken  le a v e  from  Howard U n iv e r s i ty  
to  s tu d y  a t  Columbia on a General E ducation  Board f e l lo w s h ip .
F e l to n  C l a r k 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  th e  D octor o f  P h ilo sophy  
d eg ree  was concerned w i th  the  c o n t ro l  o f  " S t a t e  S upported  Teacher- 
T ra in in g  Programs f o r  N egroes ."  The s tu d y  was provoked by th e  
g e n e ra l  assum ption  t h a t  the  p r in c ip le s  and p r a c t i c e s  p r e v a i l i n g  in  
th e  c o n t r o l  o f  s t a t e  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  Negroes were 
n o t  the  same as th o s e  f o r  th e  w h ite  group (C la rk ,  1 9 3 4 :1 ) .  F e l to n  
C lark  f e l t  th a t  t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  th e o r i e s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  e d u ca t io n  
o f  Negroes which shou ld  be re sea rc h ed .  He a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  th e se
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t h e o r i e s  su p p o rted  the  idea  t h a t  Negroes a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  hence  should  
be t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y .  According to  F e l to n  C la rk ,  th e s e  t h e o r i e s  
had tak en  two d i r e c t i o n s :
(1) t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  which e x i s t  w ere  n a t iv e  in  o r i g i n  
and make f o r  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  and
(2) t h a t  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  which e x i s t  were p a t t e r n s  e i t h e r  
i n d iv id u a l ly  o r  s o c i a l l y  a c q u i r e d  o r  bo th  (C la rk ,  
1 9 3 4 :1 -2 ) .
Three o th e r  concerns prompted Dr. C la r k ’s s tudy : (1) t h a t
Negroes were g e n e r a l ly  excluded  from d o c t o r a l  s t u d i e s ,  (2) t h a t  th e re  
seemed to  be igno rance  o r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  th e  Negro e d u c a t io n  
s i t u a t i o n ,  and (3) t h a t  c o n t r o l  o f  Negro e d u c a t io n  was o f t e n  e x t e r n a l  
and d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  o th e r  g ro u p s .
Sources o f  d a ta  f o r  th e  s tu d y  were p r im a r i ly  e d u c a t io n a l  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  and s t a t u t e s ,  p e r s o n a l  in t e r v ie w s ,  c h a r t s  
o f  proposed  p lan s  f o r  c o n t r o l ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  e d u c a t io n a l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  Negro 
e d u c a t io n ,  and o u ts ta n d in g  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  Negro c o l l e g e s .
In  summary, Dr. C la rk  found t h a t  from 1871 u n t i l  1934 tw enty- 
n in e  s t a t e  supported  i n s t i t u t i o n s  had b een  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  th e  
t r a i n i n g  o f  Negro te a c h e rs  and t h a t  th e y  were governed by boards  
whose members were n o t  Negroes. The a ssu m p tio n  th a t  Negroes a r e  
d i f f e r e n t  was no t supported  by  t h i s  s tu d y .  One o f  h i s  c h i e f  
c o n c lu s io n s  was t h a t  the  "schemes f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  p u b l i c ly -  
su p p o rted  te a c h e r -p re p a r in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  Negroes shou ld  p ro v id e  
f o r  d i r e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  Negro g roup"  (C la rk , 1934:103).
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EARLY WORK EXPERIENCES
From 1925 u n t i l  1927 F e l to n  C la rk  was employed by W iley 
C ollege  in  M arsh a ll ,  Texas. W iley C o lle g e  was founded by th e  Freedom 
Aid S o c ie ty  o f  the  M ethod is t  Church i n  1873. In  1925, th e  P r e s id e n t  
was Dr. Matthew W infred Dogan. He had been  born  i n t o  s l a v e r y  i n  
1863 and was a  p e rso n a l  f r i e n d  o f  Jo seph  Samuel C la rk .  Leaving  
Wiley in  1927, F e l to n  was employed by S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty .
F e l to n  C la rk  ta u g h t  a t  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  
th r e e  y e a r s ,  1927-1930. His a r e a  o f  te a c h in g  was secondary  e d u c a t io n  
and psychology. F a c u l ty  m eetings  a t  t h a t  tim e were h e ld  o f t e n .
Joseph Samuel C lark  used them a s  a means o f  keep in g  in  d i r e c t  c o n ta c t  
w ith  f a c u l t y  members and in  i n d i r e c t  c o n ta c t  w ith  the  s t u d e n t s .  At 
r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s  he d e l iv e r e d  a d d re s s e s  which d e a l t  w i th  the  
s u b je c t s  of d i s c i p l i n e  and te a c h in g  te c h n iq u e s .  E x c e rp ts  from the  
m inutes o f  one f a c u l ty  m eeting  re a d :
P r e s id e n t  C la rk  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  to  te a c h in g .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he thought too many t e a c h e r s  make t h e i r  work m echanical 
and go about i t  w ith  ve ry  poor p r e p a r a t i o n .  Teachers  should  
have new id eas  to  g iv e  s tu d e n t s  . . . .  Be a b le  to  p u t  
something in  reach  o f  th e  p u p i l s  so t h a t  they can  re a c h  i t .
Use v acan t  hours  in  making p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  th e  n ex t hour . . . .
Go in to  the  c lass ro o m  w ith  le s s o n s  p re p a red  (F a c u l ty  M inu tes ,  
January  21, 1929).
F e l to n  C lark  sough t to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  w ishes  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  
as a te a c h e r  as w e l l  as a son . He ta u g h t  c o u rse s  in  c h i l d  psychology , 
p h ilo so p h y , and so c io lo g y .  E ula  P a t t y  Sm ith , a member o f  F e l t o n ' s  
c l a s s  in  1930, d e sc r ib e d  F e l to n  as  a t e a c h e r :
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He was an e x c e l l e n t  te a c h e r .  He h e ld  I n t e r e s t i n g  c l a s s e s  
which had dep th  and meaning to  them. He in s p i r e d  h is  
s tu d e n t s  to  want to  le a r n .  One found h im s e l f  ru sh in g  to  
Dr. C l a r k 's  c l a s s e s .  My g r e a t e s t  im p re s s io n  o f him was t h a t  
he encouraged h i s  s tu d e n ts  to  ta k e  c o u r s e s  i n  the  h u m a n i t ie s .
He made c h a l le n g in g  assignm ents  and fo l lo w ed  them up w i th  
w orthw h ile  d i s c u s s io n s .  He was an  i n s p i r a t i o n  to  h is  
s tu d e n t s  and h i s  fe l lo w  w orkers . He t r i e d  to  make S ou thern  
U n iv e r s i ty  a B e lo i t  College o f  th e  South  and o f t e n  encouraged 
s tu d e n t s  to  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n  a t  Columbia (Sm ith , June 
1, 1976).
A side from te a c h in g ,  F e l to n  had o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  
Southern  U n iv e r s i ty .  He served  on f a c u l t y  co m m ittees , a s s i s t e d  in  
the  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  c o l le g e  b u l l e t i n s ,  and  a s s i s t e d  w i th  r e l i g i o u s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  He sponsored "The C a t . "  th e  o f f i c i a l  sch o o l p u b l i c a t i o n  
in  1930. Acknowledgments in  The Cat r e a d  "Mr. C la rk ,  our sponsor, 
has been  th e  power behind  the  th ro n e  w hich has  pushed th e  130 Cat 
i n to  p u b l i c a t i o n "  (The C a t . 1930:14). He a l s o  sponsored  th e  
E duca tion  Club which was d e sc r ib e d  a s :
An o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  the  c o l l e g e  group which was e s t a b l i s h e d  
on November 20, 1928. Those who com prised  t h i s  c lu b  a r e  
members . . . w i th  an idea  o f  good f e l l o w s h ip ,  and a d e s i r e  
to  promote th e  r e a l  e d u c a t io n a l  s p i r i t  among s tu d e n t s  on th e  
campus (The C a t . 1930:91).
R e l ig io n  was an im portan t p a r t  o f  campus l i f e  d u r in g  th e  
th re e  y e a r  p e r io d  in  which F e lto n  C la rk  se rv e d  a s  a te a c h e r  a t  
Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .  Joseph Samuel C la rk  s t a t e d :
We do n o t  employ people who a r c  n o t  b e l i e v e r s  i n  God . . . .
I f  you a re  n o t in  harmony w ith  th e  r e l i g i o u s  customs you a r e  
o u t  o f  harmony h e re  . . . .  I  sh o u ld  l i k e  to  s e e  a l l  o f  you in  
Sunday School and a l s o  Sunday n i g h t  s e r v i c e s  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, 
September 17, 1927).
F e l to n  C l a r k 's  C h r i s t i a n  testim ony  r e f l e c t e d  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  h i s
f a th e r .  This  in f lu e n c e  was seen i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  as he worked w i th  the
Young Men's C h r i s t i a n  A ss o c ia t io n ,  w i th  l o c a l  chu rch es  in  Baton Rouge,
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and w i th  o th e r  C h r i s t i a n  endeavors .  In  1958, a  paper  w r i t t e n  by 
F e l to n  s t a t e d :
My f a t h e r ,  the  l a t e  Dr. J .  S . C la rk ,  had a f a v o r i t e  hymn, 
'Amazing G r a c e .1 Through Grace, my f a t h e r  knew God a s  a 
'P r e s e n c e '  to  whom he ta lk e d  as  F r ie n d  to  F r ie n d .  I  have 
known God in  l i f e  c irc u m stan ces  and r o u t i n e  where m eeting  th e  
c h a l le n g e  o f my job and o f  each new d ay , I  found Him to  be
th e  fo r c e  which made me go fo rw ard  in s t e a d  o f  s h r in k in g  back
(The S o u th e r n i t e . December, 1958).
F e l to n  Grandison C la rk  l e f t  S o u th e rn  i n  1931 to  te a c h  a t  
Howard U n iv e r s i ty  in  W ashington, D. C. A f t e r  te a c h in g  t h e r e  f o r  one 
y e a r ,  he was g ra n te d  a le av e  o f  absence  to  s tu d y  a t  Columbia 
U n iv e r s i ty .  He r e tu rn e d  to  Howard i n  th e  f a l l  o f  1933 and ta u g h t
th e re  fo r  one y e a r .  Dr. C har les  Thompson, who i s  p r e s e n t l y  Dean o f
th e  Graduate School a t  Howard U n iv e r s i ty ,  d e s c r ib e d  F e l to n  a s  "being  
an e x c e l l e n t  t e a c h e r ,  a l e r t ,  w e l l  re a d  and an a s s e t  to  Howard 
U n iv e r s i ty "  (Thompson, February  20, 1976). At Howard, Dr. C lark  
ta u g h t  c o u rse s  in  e d u c a t io n a l  psychology .
DEAN OF SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
F e l to n  G randison C la rk  was a p p o in te d  Dean o f  Southern  
U n iv e r s i ty  in  1934. His o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  was Dean, and D i r e c to r  o f  
I n s t r u c t i o n .  He served  in  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  he became p r e s id e n t  in
1938. P r e s id e n t  Joseph Samuel C la rk  c o n t in u e d  to  d e f in e  th e  r o l e  of
Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .  At a f a c u l t y  m eeting  he s a id :
Southern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  a c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e  f o r  the
t r a i n i n g  of th e  youth o f  th e  s t a t e  who must in  t h e i r  tu rn  go
out and give th e  b e s t  o f  t r a i n i n g  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e .  To 
t h a t  e x te n t  i t  i s  d e d ic a te d  to  th e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  o f  the  
c o lo re d  people  of L o u is ia n a  . . . .  My f r i e n d s ,  the  ta s k  i s  
no t an easy  one . . . .  I  ask  your c o o p e ra t io n  (F a c u l ty  
M inutes, February  28, 1934).
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Thus, F e l to n  G randison  C la rk ,  i n  becoming Dean o f  Southern 
U n iv e rs i ty ,  was d e s t i n e d  to  a id  in  f u l f i l l i n g  the  m ission  f o r  which 
Southern  had been  c r e a t e d .
The p ro g r e s s  and developm ent o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  gained 
n a t io n a l  prominence w h i le  F e l to n  was i t s  dean . In  1935, The 
P i t t s b u r g h  C o u r ie r ,  a  p ap e r  which p u b lish e d  news ab o u t  b la c k s ,  p ra is e d  
Southern  f o r  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  the  e d u c a t io n  o f  b la c k s .  During 
th e  a n n iv e r sa ry  o f  th e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  annual observance  o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i t y 's  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n ,  " th e  growth o f  th e  school and the 
l i f e  o f  the  p r e s i d e n t  w ere  warmly commended by le a d e r s  and th in k e rs  
i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  n a t io n "  (The P i t t s b u r g h  C o u r ie r . A p r i l  20, 1935). 
In  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  d ean , The P i t t s b u r g h  C o u r ie r  s a id :
The most s i g n i f i c a n t  developm ent a t  Sou thern  now i s  a 
r e v i s io n  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  program. Dean C la rk ,  who holds 
m a s te r 's  and d o c t o r a t e  d e g re e s  from Columbia U n iv e r s i ty ,  i s  
d i r e c t i n g  t h i s  program  to  meet changing  economic and s o c ia l  
demands o f  c o l l e g e  t r a i n e d  men and women (The P i t t s b u r g h  
C o u r ie r , A p r i l  20, 1 9 3 7 :3 ) .
The 1934 B u l l e t i n  o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  l i s t s  e ig h te e n  
a d m in i s t r a to r s  and t h i r t y - e i g h t  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  f a c u l t y  members. At 
t h a t  time, th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f f e r e d  s ix  f o u r - y e a r  c u r r i c u l a ,  each 
le a d in g  to th e  B ach e lo r  o f  A r ts  o r  B achelor o f  S c ien ce  d eg ree .
These were (1 ) th e  L i b e r a l  A r ts  C urricu lum , (2) th e  Grammar Grades 
T e a ch e r 's  C u rr icu lu m , (3 )  th e  High School T e a c h e r 's  C urriculum , (4) 
th e  Primary Grades T e a c h e r 's  C urr icu lum , (5 ) th e  A g r ic u l tu re  T e a c h e r 's  
C urriculum , and (6 )  th e  Home Economics T e a c h e r 's  Curriculum  ( B u l l e t i n  
o f  Southern U n iv e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 4 :8 -1 1 ) .  I t  was w ith  t h i s  a d m in i s t r a t io n  
and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  f a c u l t y  t h a t  F e l to n  assumed th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f
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su p e rv is in g  th e  academ ic program o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  and o f 
f u l f i l l i n g  th e  o th e r  d u t i e s  o f  a c o l l e g e  dean .
At each  f a c u l t y  m ee t in g , F e l to n  C la rk  was c a l l e d  upon to  
make a r e p o r t  to  th e  f a c u l t y  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, 1934-1938). 
A d d it io n a l ly ,  he h e ld  r e g u l a r  m eetings  w i th  s tu d e n t s  and the  
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  f a c u l t y .  T op ics  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  and concern 
were d is c u s s e d .  F e l t o n  C la rk  was concerned  w ith  th e  way in  which 
s tu d e n ts  l e a r n .  A t one f a c u l t y  m eeting  he s a i d ,  "Our whole job  i s  
to  teach  p eo p le  how to  l e a r n "  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, March 2, 1937). 
lie worked c l o s e l y  w i th  th e  v a r io u s  d ep ar tm en ts  a t  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .
Mrs. Meadors commended Dr. C la rk  on h i s  c a p a b le  l e a d e r s h ip  
as Dean o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i t y .  "He was i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  t o t a l  
w e lfa re  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y .  F e l to n  and h i s  f a t h e r  seemed to  have 
shown more concern  f o r  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  than  d id  anyone e l s e "  (Meadors, 
May 18, 1976).
One o f  Dr. C l a r k ' s  f i r s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  dean was to 
su p e rv ise  th e  p re p a r in g  o f  a  r e p o r t  which was in te n d e d  to  " q u a l i f y  
Southern U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  an 'A ' r a t i n g  in  th e  S ou thern  A sso c ia t io n  o f  
C olleges and Secondary S ch o o ls"  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, O ctober 2, 1934). 
Southern U n iv e r s i ty  was g iv e n  a 'B ' r a t i n g  by t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  fo r  
the  school y e a r  o f  1932-33 (Cade, 1966 :154). There were s e v e r a l  
th in g s  to  be done t o  g a i n  an 'A' r a t i n g .  Among th e s e  were r a i s i n g  
the s a l a r i e s  o f  i n s t r u c t o r s  and s t a f f  members, o b ta in in g  equipment 
fo r the v a r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  and in c r e a s in g  the  academic s tan d a rd s  
fo r the  f a c u l t y .  'A ' r a t i n g  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  by the  Sou thern  A ss o c ia t io n  
o f  C olleges and o f  Secondary  Schools was accom plished  and con tinued
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d u rin g  F e l to n  C l a r k 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  dean o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  
( B u l l e t in  o f  Sou thern  U n i v e r s i t y . A p r i l ,  1938 :15).
Another m ajor c o n ce rn  o f  Dr. C l a r k 's  was t h a t  o f  changing  
Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  from th e  q u a r t e r  system  to  th e  sem es te r  system .
In  r e f e re n c e  to  t h i s ,  he s tu d ie d  s e v e r a l  o th e r  Land-G rant C o lleg es
and found on ly  fo u r  o p e r a t i n g  on th e  q u a r t e r  system . D iscu ss in g  h i s  
f in d in g ,  he mentioned th e  a d v an ta g e s  o f  sem es te r  h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  
over q u a r t e r  hours  a s  s t a t e d :
1. To en ab le  t e a c h e r s  to  come in  d u r in g  th e  summer and 
complete a whole u n i t  o f  work.
2. Longer tim e to  th in k  ab o u t (and s tu d y )  p a r t i c u l a r  to p i c s .
3. R eduction  i n  number o f  c l a s s e s .
4. R eduction in  th e  c o s t  o f  c l e r i c a l  s e r v i c e  and s u p e r v is io n .
5. C u r ta i lm e n t  i n  the  c o n fu s io n  caused  by th e  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  
o f  c l a s s e s .
6. A c u r t a i lm e n t  in  a l l  work (F a c u l ty  M inu tes ,  June 27, 1936). 
Joseph Samuel C la rk  a p p o in te d  a  com m ittee  to  s tu d y  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  
changing Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  from a q u a r t e r  to  a  sem e s te r  p la n  o f  
o p e ra t io n .
Not on ly  d id  F e l to n  s t r i v e  to  promote th e  developm ent o f  
Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  w h i le  he was d ean , b u t  he was a l s o  in v o lv ed  in  
e d u ca t io n  a t  th e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  In  1936, th e  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  Board 
o f  E duca tion  g ra n te d  him a le a v e  o f  absence  to  s e rv e  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  
the  N a tio n a l  Survey o f  V o c a t io n a l  E d u ca tio n  o f  N egroes. The survey  
was conducted by th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  O f f ic e  o f  E d u ca tio n  ( S t a t e  Times. 
Jan u a ry  3, 1937). While he was on le a v e ,  F e l to n  made r e g u l a r  v i s i t s
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to  Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  and in form ed  th e  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  o f  the  work 
hb was do ing . F o llo w in g  one r e p o r t ,
. . . th e  P r e s id e n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  the  
Dean would be making p e r io d ic  v i s i t s  to  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  
o rd e r  to  keep h i s  program g o in g , the  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  f u l l  time 
a c t in g  dean would n o t  be  n e c e s s a ry ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  he  had d ec id ed  
t h a t  inasmuch as  t h e r e  was a number o f  com petent p e rso n s  on 
th e  f a c u l t y  a b le  to  p e rfo rm  such d u t i e s  a s  m ight be n e c e s sa ry  
d u r in g  th e  absen ce  o f  th e  dean , he had d ec id ed  upon one p e rso n .
He named Mr. R. W. Smith . . . who w i l l  s e rv e  in  t h i s  c a p a c i ty ,  
to  c a r ry  forw ard  th e  program as  launched  by Dean F e l to n  G.
C lark  (F a c u l ty  M in u te s ,  F eb ru a ry  5 , 1936).
F e l to n  C la rk  was o f t e n  i n v i t e d  to  a t t e n d  n a t i o n a l  m eetings  
w h ile  he was dean . An example o f  such a m eeting  was one which he 
a t te n d e d  on Jan u a ry  6 - 8 ,  1937. This  was th e  N a t io n a l  Youth 
A d m in is tra t io n  c o n fe re n c e  i n  W ashington , D. C. E x ce rp ts  from  th e  
r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  c o n fe re n c e  to  th e  f a c u l t y  fo llow :
I  am happy to  be back  home. I  have a t te n d e d  th r e e  
c o n fe ren ces  c a l l e d  by  th e  government, b u t  t h i s  one was most 
s i g n i f i c a n t .  We met i n  th e  Department o f  Labor b u i ld in g .
Mrs. Mary McLeod B ethune, who i s  now c o n s id e re d  a g r e a t  
le a d e r  in  th e  r a c e ,  has  t a lk e d  w i th  th e  P r e s id e n t .  He asked 
t h a t  she work w i th  u s  in  fo rm u la t in g  a l i s t  o f  what th e  
Negro w an ts ,  and p la c e  t h a t  r e q u e s t  on h i s  desk .
One hundred p e rso n s  w ere  i n v i t e d  to  th e  m eeting . Seventy- 
f i v e  came. O th e rs  a t t e n d in g  th e  m eeting  were Mrs. R o o se v e l t ,  
S e c re ta r y  Roper, Eugene K in ck le  Jones  and S e c r e ta r y  o f  
A g r ic u l tu r e ,  W allace  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, Jan u a ry  12, 1937).
The g e n e ra l  concerns o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  were employment, e d u c a t io n  and
r e c r e a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  and h o u s in g ,  s e c u r i t y  o f  l i f e  and p r o t e c t i o n
provided by law.
F e l to n  G rand ison  C la rk  se rv ed  a s  dean o f  S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  
from 1934 u n t i l  1938. D uring t h i s  tim e he su p e rv ise d  th e  academic 
growth and developm ent o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y ,  sought to  improve the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s ,  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  in
e d u c a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  b o th  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  l e v e l s .
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F e l to n  Grandison C la rk  succeeded  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Joseph  Samuel 
C la rk ,  a s  th e  second p r e s id e n t  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i t y  i n  Baton Rouge. 
Thus, the  appoin tm ent o f  F e lto n  G randison  C la rk  to  th e  p re s id e n c y  
was c lo s e l y  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  th e  
e l d e r ' s  recommendation f o r  a s u c c e s s o r ,  and th e  su b seq u en t a c t i o n  o f  
the  S t a t e  Board o f  E ducation .
On Jan u a ry  1, 1938, Joseph Samuel C la rk  s e n t  a l e t t e r  to  the  
S t a t e  Board o f  E duca tion  in  which he rev iew ed  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
as  p r e s i d e n t ,  ex p ressed  a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  board  members 
over th e  p a s t  tw e n ty - fo u r  y e a r s ,  and r e q u e s te d  to  be r e t i r e d  as 
o f f i c i a l  head o f  Southern  U n iv e rs i ty .  In  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  r e q u e s t  
f o r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  Joseph Samuel C lark  p o in te d  o u t  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
o th e r  q u a l i f i e d  Negroes f o r  the  p r e s id e n c y ,  e x p re s s e d  h i s  g r e a t  love 
fo r  Southern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  and o f f e re d  t o  c o o p e r a te  f o r  th e  co n tin u ed  
development o f  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  and th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a .  The 
l e t t e r  r e a d ,  in  p a r t ,  a s  fo llow s:
Tw enty-four y e a r s  ago I  was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Sou thern  
U n iv e r s i ty .  As a r e s u l t  th e re  was, p la c e d  upon me th e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  which o r d i n a r i l y  f a l l s  upon such an o f f i c e r .
Mine, however, was a t r i f l e  more th a n  th e  o r d in a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
I  was to  d i r e c t  a schoo l t h a t  was n o t  y e t  d ev e lo p ed , t r a i n  a 
group o f  peop le  t h a t  had never a p p l i e d ,  and exper im en t in  a 
f i e l d  h i t h e r t o  untouched. I  have done my b e s t  to  c a r r y  o u t  the  
w ishes  o f  th o se  who had f a i t h  in  me d u r in g  th e s e  tw e n ty - fo u r  




. . .  I  have rendered  my b e s t  s e r v i c e  w ith  no th o u g h t o f  m yself ,  
b u t  w ith  the  hope o f  j u s t i f y i n g  you r c o n f id e n ce  in  me. Now 
t h a t  I  have reached th e  age o f  r e t i r e m e n t  and t h a t  s ta g e  in  
l i f e  when one may n o t  e x p e c t  to  be  a c t i v e  and p h y s i c a l ly  f i t  
a s  a  c o l le g e  p r e s id e n t  m igh t b e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  Members o f  the  
S t a t e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n ,  1 am a sk in g  you to  r e t i r e  me as 
p r e s id e n t  o f  Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  a t  th e  end o f  th e  f i s c a l  
y e a r ,  June 30, 1938, i f  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  i n  your w ise  judgment, 
r e t a r d  th e  development o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  e d u c a t io n a l  program.
There a r e  some members o f  my r a c e  much younger than 1 am 
who have had modern e d u c a t io n a l  ad v an tag es  s u p e r i o r  to  mine.
They have had s u f f i c i e n t  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and I  am 
s u r e ,  i f  the  p re s id en c y  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  co u ld  be 
d e le g a te d  to  such a  p e r s o n ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  would n o t  s u f f e r ,
b u t  would move forward w i th  th e  same r a p i d i t y  . . . .  (M inutes,
S ta te .B o a r d  o f  E d u ca tio n ,  March 1 , 1937-December 20, 1938:13-14).
Mrs. Mae D. Moore r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Joseph  Samuel C la rk  
recommended to  the  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  t h a t  F e l to n  C la rk  be 
named a s  h i s  su c c e ss o r .  The b o a rd  a c c e p te d  h i s  recommendation. 
Joseph  Samuel C la rk  had groomed h i s  son  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  w h ile  he
was dean o f  Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  (Moore, May 15, 1976).
F e l to n  Grandison C la rk  o f f i c i a l l y  became th e  P re s id e n t  o f  
S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  on J u ly  1 , 1938. He was then  t h i r t y - f i v e  y ea rs  
o ld .  Although he c o n s id e re d  t h i s  an  an im p o r tan t  m i le s to n e  i n  h i s  
l i f e ,  th e  a f f e c t i o n  and r e s p e c t  he  f e l t  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r  gave him 
mixed em otions about assuming t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  Mrs. Mary Meadors, in  
an in te r v ie w ,  r e l a t e d  t h a t  when Joseph  C la rk  l e f t  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  th e  
l a s t  tim e  as P r e s id e n t ,  h i s  son  c r i e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  days  and would n o t  
e n t e r  what had become h i s  o f f i c e  as  th e  new p r e s i d e n t  (Meadors, May 
18, 1976). F e l to n  soon overcame t h i s  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  change in  
a d m in i s t r a t i v e  le a d e r s h ip  and , in  J u l y ,  1938, assumed th e  d u t ie s  
r e q u i r e d  o f  him in  h i s  new r o l e  a s  th e  second P r e s id e n t  o f  Southern 
U n iv e r s i ty .
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As th e  new p r e s i d e n t  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty ,  F e l to n  C la rk  
soon communicated to  th e  f a c u l t y  h i s  p h i lo so p h y ,  th e  p o l i c i e s  by 
which th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  would be gu ided  d u r in g  h i s  a d m in i s t r a t io n ,  and 
h i s  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  f a c u l t y  members. These were the  concerns 
emphasized in  an  a d d re s s  by P r e s id e n t  C la rk  t o  th e  members o f  th e  
f a c u l t y  on J u ly  23, 1938. A lthough p h i lo so p h y ,  p o l i c i e s ,  and 
e x p e c ta t io n s  were i n t e r r e l a t e d  i n  n a tu r e  and o v e rlap p ed  in  d e l i n e a t i o n ,  
in  h i s  i n i t i a l  a d d r e s s ,  P r e s id e n t  C la rk  s t a t e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w ith  
r e s p e c t  to  each i s s u e .
A p o r t i o n  o f  what he b e l i e v e d  abou t e d u c a t io n ,  th e  m iss io n  o f
Sou thern  U n iv e r s i t y ,  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l ,  and e lem en ts  o f  h i s  p h ilo sophy
were g iven  as  fo l lo w s :
. . . to d ay , more th an  ev er  b e f o r e ,  p u b l ic  e d u ca t io n  i s  our 
m ajor p ro c e ss  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  making p eop le  le ad  and l i v e  a 
happy l i f e .  The o n ly  rea so n  f o r  th e  p u b l ic  schoo l in  America
i s  t o  p e r p e tu a te  th e  i d e a l s  and s k i l l s  t h a t  w i l l  make people
good in  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  k in d  in  t h e i r  d e a l in g s  w ith  t h e i r  fe l lo w - 
man, e f f i c i e n t  i n  t h e i r  economic en d eav o rs ,  th e re b y  making 
t h e i r  l i v e s  and th o s e  o f  o th e r s  w o rth w h ile .  Even under normal 
c o n d i t io n s  t h i s  i s  a  heavy load  f o r  any s o c i a l  p ro c e ss ,  
e d u c a t io n ,  o r  any o t h e r ;  b u t ,  when we c o n s id e r  t n a t  times 
now a r e  more abnormal than  they  have been  in  y e a r s ,  t h a t  i s  
w ith  r e s p e c t  to  bew ilderm en t on th e  one hand and h app iness  on 
the  o t h e r ,  we s e e  t h a t  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  e d u c a t io n  assumes even 
g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n s .  B ut, t h e r e  i s  even a  g r e a t e r  co m p lica t io n  
fo r  y o u r s e lv e s .  We a r e  Negroes in  America. This ve ry  
e x p re s s io n  s e r v e s  a s  a r e l e a s e  f o r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h a t  a re  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  u n h a p p in ess ,  inadequacy , d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  and 
mnay o th e r  c o n d i t io n s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  a l i f e  d ep r iv ed  of 
r i c h n e s s  and f u l l n e s s .  In  veiw o f  th e s e  th r e e  o b s e r v a t io n s ,  
each v a ry in g  in  d eg re e  o f  c r u c i a l i t y ,  th e  work o f  those  o f  us 
engaged in  the  e d u c a t io n a l  e n t e r p r i s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  where Negroes 
a re  co n ce rn ed , can be c o n s id e re d  i n  a n y th in g  b u t  a l i g h t  v e in .
1 can n o t p o in t  o u t  to  you the  c o u n t l e s s  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  the  
above f a c t s  f o r  ou r  work h e re  a t  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  . . . .
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B ut, I  c an  sa y  to  you t h a t  to  e f f e c t  a  program t h a t  w i l l  d e a l  
w ith  th e  c o n d i t io n s  so o u t l i n e d  c a l l s  f o r  th e  f i n e s t  type  o f  
human c h a r a c t e r ,  a  th o ro ugh-go ing  p h i lo so p h y  o f  ed u ca t io n ,  
a f u n c t io n a l  p o s s e s s io n  o f  r e a l  knowledge and a b e l i e f  in  
D iv ine  p u r p o s e f u ln e s s .  In  such  a  scheme o f  th in g s ,  th e re  i s  no 
p la c e  f o r  b i t t e r n e s s .  There i s  no p la c e  f o r  je a lo u sy ,  th e re  
i s  no p la c e  f o r  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  th e r e  i s  no p la c e  f o r  f a v o r i t i s m  
. . . .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  those  i n  t h i s  room whose c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  one o r  a com bination 
p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  l a s t  sen tence , 
they  can n o t  f o s t e r  th e  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  program.
I  have spoken a t  l e n g th  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h i s  g e n e ra l  p o in t '  
o f  view b e c a u se  a p h ilo so p h y  and i t s  r e v e a le d  aims a re  the  
most im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r s  in  any k in d  o f  e n t e r p r i s e ,  e d u c a t io n a l  
o r  what n o t .  E v e ry th in g  i n  l i f e  e x i s t s  o n ly  in  terms of 
p u rp o se s .  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  i s  no e x c e p t io n  to  the  l i f e  
p r i n c i p l e .  Then, i f  you would see  w i th  me o r  reg a rd  the  
pu rposes  f o r  b e in g  h e r e ,  you would i n e v i t a b l y  f in d  your p la ce  
in  th e  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  system  o f  th in k in g  (F acu lty  M inutes, 
September 23, 1 9 3 8 :1 -2 ) .
T h u s ,F e l to n  G randison C la rk  r e v e a le d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  
e d u c a t io n  i s  th e  c h i e f  means to  improvement i n  the  q u a l i t y  of l i f e ;  
t h a t ,  a s  an i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  b l a c k s ,  S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  had an 
unu su a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  meet th e  needs o f  a dep riv ed  peop le ; and 
t h a t  th e  ach ievem ent o f  the  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  program 
would r e q u i r e  th e  h ig h e s t  d e d ic a t io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  each member o f  
th e  f a c u l t y .
In  h i s  a d d re s s  to  the  f a c u l t y ,  D r. C la rk  f u r th e r  d is c u s s e d  
th e  p o l i c i e s  which would gu ide  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  d u ring  h i s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  He p re s e n te d  th e  im portance  o f  such p o l i c i e s  a s  
fo l lo w s :
. . . th e  main purpose  o f  t o d a y 's  assem bly  i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  o u r  
i d e n t i t y  and to  p r e s e n t  to  you and i n v i t e  you to  coopera te  in  
the  p o l i c i e s  which w i l l  gu ide  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  d u ring  my 
te n u re  o f  o f f i c e .  A greeing  upon and b r in g in g  th e se  p o l i c i e s  
i n t o  r e l i e f  i s  no e a sy  jo b .  When we r e a l i z e  t h a t  they  w i l l  
a f f e c t  the  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  Negro c i t i z e n r y  o f  L ou is iana  by 
way o f  s p e l l i n g  f o r  them hope o r  d i s a s t e r ,  t h e i r  meaning 
assumes th e  r o l e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s .  I f  we would be r i g h t  in
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th e  b road  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  a re  to  govern our work h e re  a t  
S ou thern  U n iv e r s i t y ,  we can do wonderous th in g s  f o r  the  peace 
and jo y  o f  t h e  Negro c i t i z e n s  o f  o u r  S t a t e .  Hence, a r r i v i n g  
a t ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h ,  and a c t i n g  upon th e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a r e  to  
govern S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  c o n s t i t u t e  s e r io u s  th in k in g  
(F a c u l ty  M inu tes ,  September 23, 1 938 :1 ) .
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  p o in t in g  o u t  th e  im portance  o f  g u id in g
p r i n c i p l e s , D r . C la rk  inform ed th e  f a c u l t y  t h a t  th e  a u th o r i t y  to
e s t a b l i s h  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  was' d e le g a te d  to  him by the
L o u is ian a  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  and th e  S e c r e ta r y -T re a s u r e r  o f
Southern  U n iv e r s i t y .  In  t h i s  r e g a rd  he s t a t e d :
. . .  I  have  made ev e ry  e f f o r t  to  be s u re  o f  th e  fu tu re  
program o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  by way o f  th e  g e n e ra l  d i r e c t i o n  
t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  t a k e .  I  have done what I  e x p ec t  each o f  you 
to  do. When a  q u e s t io n  o f  d i r e c t i o n  a r i s e s ,  I  go to  the  l e g a l  
and o f f i c i a l  so u rc e  to  which I  am r e s p o n s ib l e ,  namely: The
S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n .  The rem arks t h a t  I  have made and 
t h a t  I  s h a l l  make a r e  th o se  based  upon and approved by th e  
O f f i c i a l  o p in io n  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  Board o f  E ducation  
and th e  S e c r e ta r y - T r e a s u r e r  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  the  form er 
r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  l e g a l  govern ing  a u t h o r i t y  o f  Southern 
U n iv e r s i ty .  In  a p p ly in g  to  th e  Board f o r  i t s  u n d e rs tan d in g  
and a u t h o r i t y  th rough  i t s  P r e s id e n t ,  Judge H. H. White, I  
was d i r e c t e d  to  th e  S e c r e ta r y ,  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  T. H.
H a r r i s .  A l l  t h a t  i s  s a i d  in  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  r e p r e s e n ts  the  
d i r e c t  th o u g h ts  and approved s ta te m e n ts  o f  th e  groups and 
in d iv id u a l s  r e f e r r e d  to  above. They a r e  based  upon c o n fe ren c e s  
w ith  th e s e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p r e s e n t in g  the  govern ing  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  . . . .  Even th e  form al s ta tem e n ts  I  am 
p r e s e n t in g  to  you word f o r  word w ere approved by th e  S e c r e ta r y  
o f  th e  Board and th e  S t a t e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  P u b l ic  E duca tion  
(F a c u l ty  M inu tes ,  September 23, 19 3 8 :2 ) .
P r e s id e n t  C l a r k 's  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  p o l i c i e s  and 
h is  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  f a c u l t y  members o f t e n  overlapped  i n  h i s  a d d re s s .  
However, h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  to  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f  th e se  two 
m a t te rs  were s e t  f o r t h  p l a i n l y .
As p r e s i d e n t ,  Dr. C la rk  expec ted  h i s  f a c u l ty  to  bo com peten t,  
e t h i c a l ,  and lo y a l  to  the  U n iv e r s i ty .  Should they  prove u n sc ru p u lo u s
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and d i s l o y a l ,  d i s m is s a l  from th e  U n iv e r s i ty  would be th e  r e s u l t .
The g e n e ra l  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y  was to  be one o f  e x t e n s iv e  freedom 
which th e  f a c u l t y  would be expec ted  to  u se  w ise ly .  Should  such 
freedom be c o n s id e re d  abused , however, i t  would be w ithdraw n .
In  communicating th e  p o l i c i e s  and e x p e c ta t io n s  n o te d  above,
P r e s id e n t  C la rk  s a id  to  h i s  f a c u l ty :
. . .  In  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  we ex p ec t  to  have h e re  a t  S o u th e rn  
U n iv e r s i ty  a  w e l l - t r a i n e d  f a c u l t y ,  s e n s i t i v e  to  i t s  own 
f u n c t io n s .  Each in d iv id u a l  member must be s t r o n g  i n  h i s  own 
r i g h t  b u t  he must r e a l i z e  t h a t  h i s  in d iv id u a l  e f f o r t s  must be  
su b o rd in a te d  to  c o o p e r a t iv e  end eav o rs .  Each f a c u l t y  member i s  
chosen  by S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  Southern  U n iv e r s i t y ,  n o t  f o r  
a p a r t i c u l a r  d ep a r tm en t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  p e rso n , o r  b ecau se  o f  some 
p e r s o n a l  whim, b u t  to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  work o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i t y .  
We must b e a r  t h i s  in  mind in  our p r o f e s s io n a l  e n d eav o rs .  
D iv i s io n a l  heads must r e a l i z e  t h a t  a lth o u g h  w orking  i n  t h e i r  
d i v i s i o n ,  they  must d e a l  f a i r l y  w i th  th e  members o f  th e  d i v i s i o n .  
There can  be no p e t s ,  o r  s e c r e t  c l i q u e s ,  working a g a i n s t  th e  
purpose  o f  th e  w hole . The s l i g h t e s t  ev idence  o f  any such 
u n d e s i r a b le  c o n d i t io n s  w i l l  meet w i th  d i s f a v o r  and w i l l  
n e c e s s i t a t e  e l im in a t io n  from th e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  k in d  o f  
p a r t i e s  above r e f e r r e d  to  . . .  . This  does n o t  mean t h a t  th e  
c e n t r a l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  ex p ec ts  to  be d i c t a t o r i a l  and 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e .  The mere f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  b e fo re  me now i s  
e v id en ce  t h a t  I  have f a i t h  i n  your a b i l i t y .  I  have  n e v e r  
b e l ie v e d  in  h ighhanded methods i n  e x te r n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  d e p a r tm en ta l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n a l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  i n d iv id u a l  t e a c h e r  a d m in i s t r a t io n .  However,
I  do r e a l i z e  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a l l  persons  working on th e  b a s i s  
o f  some g e n e r a l  p o l i c y .  I  ex p ec t  t h a t  each o f  you w i l l  be 
a c q u a in te d  w i th  g e n e r a l  p o l i c i e s  and th a t  you y o u r s e lv e s  w i l l  
c a r r y  o u t  th e  d e t a i l s  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  e f f e c t i n g  th e s e .  I  do n o t  
in te n d  to  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  th e  d e t a i l e d  management o f  S o u th e rn  
U n iv e r s i ty  u n le s s  you prove  y o u rse lv e s  i n e f f i c i e n t ,  i n s i n c e r e ,  
u n sc ru p u lo u s ,  o r  d i s l o y a l  in  your e f f o r t s .  I  e x p e c t  t o  g iv e  
you a s  much freedom as  you w i l l  u se  w is e ly .  I f  you p rove  
y o u rs e lv e s  cap a b le  o f  u s in g  t h i s  freedom w is e ly ,  you may be 
v i r t u a l  monarchs o f  a l l  you su rvey  . . . .  Such wisdom on your 
p a r t  shou ld  be w i th  r e s p e c t  to  th e  w ise  e x p e n d i tu re  o f  money 
under you r c o n t r o l ;  your d e a l in g s  w ith  s tu d e n t s ;  your c a r e  o f  
U n iv e r s i ty  equipm ent; your r e v e a le d  f a i t h  in  the  S o u th e rn  
U n iv e r s i ty  o r g a n iz a t io n ;  your g e n e ra l  s p i r i t  o f  c o o p e r a t io n .
In  a l l  d e a l in g s  w ith  our f a c u l t y ,  I  expec t to  be k in d  and f a i r ,  
bu t f irm  and p o s i t i v e .  In  o th e r  w ords, I  ex p ec t  to  a p p r e c i a t e  
th e  work t h a t  you w i l l  do, b u t  b e l i e v e  w ith  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f
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th e  Board i n  t h e i r  s ta t e m e n ts ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S u p e r in te n d e n t  
H a r r i s ,  Judge W hite , and Mr. Lewis, I  expect to  be p r e s i d e n t  
o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i t y . As S u p er in ten d en t  H a r r i s  t o l d  me, I  
was chosen by th e  Board to  be P r e s id e n t  in  ev e ry  s e n s e  o f  th e  
word and when a te a c h e r  o r  s t a f f  member th in k s  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  
t h a t  te a c h e r  o r  s t a f f  member w i l l  be made to  s e e  th e  a c t i o n s  
o f  the  Board (F ac u l ty  M inutes, September 23, 1 9 3 8 :2 -3 ) .
Testimony to  th e  in c lu s iv e n e s s  o f  Dr. C l a r k 's  a d d re s s  i s  th e  
r e f e r e n c e  he made to  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  wives and husbands o f  f a c u l t y  
members. He advoca ted  t h a t  a l l  fam ily  members p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
U n iv e r s i ty  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a su p p o rt iv e  c a p a c i t y .
In  c lo s i n g  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  P re s id e n t  C lark i n v i t e d  f a c u l t y  
members to  a c o n fe ren ce  w i th  him i f  any should  c o n s id e r  what he  had 
s a id  as  n o t  sound, f a i r ,  o r  l o g i c a l ,  and thus u n a c c e p ta b le .  The on ly  
s t i p u l a t i o n  was t h a t  th e  f a c u l t y  member would c o n s id e r  w hat he  would 
do i f  he were i n  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p la c e .
Thus, F e l to n  G randison  C la rk  s e t  f o r th  on J u ly  23 , 1938, th e  
b a s i c s  o f  the  p h i lo so p h y ,  p o l i c i e s ,  and e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  f a c u l t y  
members which would d e te rm ine  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i t y  
f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s .
BUILDING PROGRAM
When F e l to n  G randison C la rk  assumed h is  d u t i e s  a s  P r e s id e n t  
o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  i n  1938, h i s  a t t e n t i o n  was im m ed ia te ly  
d i r e c t e d  to  th e  improvement o f  p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The b u i ld in g s  
in  u se  when Dr. C la rk  took o f f i c e  have been enumerated by  Lane a s  
f o l l o w s :
At t h i s  tim e (1938) th e r e  were s i x  b r ic k  b u i l d i n g s  d ev o ted  
t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f i v e  b r i c k  b u i ld in g s  r e s e r v e d  to  
d o rm ito ry  and b o a rd in g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e leven  wooden b u i ld in g s
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s e r v in g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  n e ed s ,  fo u r te e n  frame s t r u c t u r e s  se rv ed  
f a c u l t y  w e l f a r e ,  and one frame b u i ld in g  served  as a 
co m b in a tio n  b o o k s to re  and c a f e  (Lane, 1969:108).
A lthough tremendous p ro g r e s s  had been made in  p h y s ic a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  from 1914 to  1938, sev e re  
in a d e q u a c ie s  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  p l a n t  e x i s t e d  when Dr. C la rk  was named 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  A l e t t e r  from W eiss ,  Dreyfous and S e i f e r t h ,  A r c h i t e c t s ,  
w r i t t e n  d u r in g  Joseph  Samuel C l a r k ' s  a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  i n d ic a te d  th e  
s t a t u s  o f  p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .  E x ce rp ts  from
th e  l e t t e r  fo l lo w :
May 5 , 1937
Re: Southern  U n iv e r s i ty
"Governor R ichard  E. Leche 
" S t a t e  C a p i to l  B u i ld in g  
"Baton Rouge, L o u is ia n a
"My Dear Governor:
" I n  re sp o n se  to  your r e q u e s t  o f  F ebruary  1 3 th ,  we have made 
numerous v i s i t s  o f  i n s p e c t io n  to  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  and have 
had f r e q u e n t  c o n fe ren c e s  w ith  Dr. J .  S. C la rk ,  P r e s id e n t ,  and 
o t h e r s  from whom we were a b le  to  r e c e iv e  a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rm a t io n
« •  *  i
"We made d e t a i l e d  in s p e c t io n s  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  and some 
o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  which we found, and have p r e v io u s ly  r e p o r te d  
to  you, a re  em ergent and shou ld  r e c e iv e  immediate a t t e n t i o n ,  
a s  we c o n s id e r  c e r t a i n  o f  th e s e  c o n d i t io n s  c r i t i c a l  and a c t i v e  
h a za rd s  to  l i f e ,  l im b , and p ro p e r ty .  These m a t te rs  concern  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n d i t io n s  which a re  a c t i v e  h a z a rd s ,  
such  a s  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  f l o o r  and c e i l i n g  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  
fo u n d a t io n s ,  w a l l s  and w a l l  c o v e r in g .
"We e a r n e s t l y  recommend to  you t h a t  a l l  th e  fo reg o in g  
im provem ents, r e p a i r s ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and o th e r  i tem s s e t  
f o r t h  a r e  th e  minimal w hich , in  our o p in io n ,  can p o s s ib ly  be 
u n d e r ta k e n  a t  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  o rd e r  t h a t  i t  may s e rv e  the  
p u rp o se s  f o r  which i t  was founded and e s ta b l i s h e d " ( W e is s ,
May 5 , 1937).
To remedy th e se  in a d eq u a c ie s  which e x i s t e d  as w e l l  as  to  
p ro v id e  f o r  expanded u n i v e r s i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  Dr. C la rk  c o n t in u e d  the
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b u i ld in g  program i n i t i a t e d  by h i s  f a t h e r .  With funds secu red  by
Joseph  C la rk  from S t a t e  and F e d e ra l  P u b l ic  Works A d m in is t r a t io n s
d u r in g  h i s  p re s id e n c y ,  F e l to n  C la rk  began a b u i ld in g  program (Lane,
1969 :108). The consequen t e x te n s iv e n e s s  o f  t h a t  program i s
in d i c a t e d  i n  a communication to  th e  Alumni from P r e s id e n t  C la rk  i n
1939. In  a summary s ta t e m e n t ,  Dr. C la rk  w ro te :
. . . Our b u i ld in g  program s t e a d i l y  moves fo rw ard . D uring the  
c u r r e n t  L e g i s l a t i v e  y e a r  we have com pleted  a  School f o r  th e  
D eaf, Auditorium-Gymnasium, Freshman Dorm itory (M en 's ) ,
S tad ium -D orm ito ry , Shops f o r  th e  Schools  f o r  th e  D eaf, and 
B lin d  . . .  We have paved th e  roadway between th e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s  on U n iv e r s i ty  Avenue in  S c o t la n d ;  we have r e s u r f a c e d  
a l l  p re v io u s ly -p a v e d  campus r o a d s ;  we have b u i l t  an a t h l e t i c  
f i e l d  which v i s i t o r s  say  i s  th e  b e s t  o f  any Negro c o l l e g e .
New d o r m i to r i e s  f o r  men and women w i l l  be read y  in  November 
and w i l l  a l lo w  us to  accommodate ab o u t  175 a d d i t i o n a l  women 
and abou t 200 a d d i t i o n a l  men. A l l  o f  th e  new d o rm i to r ie s  a r e  
f i r e - r e s i s t a n t  made p o s s ib le  by such  f e a t u r e s  as  s t e e l  and 
c o n c r e te  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and p re s se d  b r i c k  w a l l s ;  no n e c e s sa ry  
d e t a i l  i s  o m it te d  from th e s e  s t r u c t u r e s .  L a s t  week we began a 
$60 ,000 .00  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  Trades B u i ld in g .  Very soon we 
ex p ec t  s i m i l a r l y  t o  in c re a s e  th e  s i z e  o f  P a rk e r  H a l l .  L ikew ise  
w i l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  soon b e g in  on a  l i b r a r y  b u i ld in g ,  a  h o s p i t a l ,  
and an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b u i ld in g .  W ith in  a week o r  two, we e x p e c t  
to  have a  new e l e c t r i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  system  and an a d d i t i o n a l  
a r t e s i a n  w e l l .  W. P. A. has  approved our r e q u e s t  f o r  b a r n s ,  
and a  g reen h o u se ,  and whenever th e  l a b o r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  we w i l l  
s t a r t  th e s e  p r o j e c t s .  A crew o f  boys . . . have done a f i n e  
job  o f  rem odeling  th e  second f l o o r  o f  P a rk e r  H a l l ,  th e  S e n io r  
Women's D orm itory , and th e  Boys' D orm itory; they  ap p ea r  and 
" f u n c t i o n " 'a s  new. There a r e  new w a l l s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  o u t l e t s  and 
f i x t u r e s ,  plumbing f a c i l i t i e s ,  -  and e v e ry th in g  to  make them 
b e a u t i f u l  and co m fo r ta b le  . . . .  (C la rk ,  1939 :3 ).
In  a  F o u n d e r 's  Day a d d re s s  i n  1942, P r e s id e n t  C la rk  s t a t e d  
t h a t  what was fo rm er ly  a b a r re n  s i t e  was now d o t te d  w ith  p h y s ic a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  v a lu ed  a t  a lm ost th r e e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  (C la rk ,  March 9 ,  
1942 :75).
A nother p e r io d  o f  r a p id  ex p an s io n  o f  p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  
S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  under F e l to n  C l a r k 's  l e a d e r s h ip  was d u r in g  th e
years  1950 th rough  1954. B u ild in g  c o n s t r u c t io n  and improvement 
t o t a l i n g  t h r e e  m i l l i o n ,  f i v e  hundred thousand d o l l a r s  took  p la ce  
from 1952 th ro u g h  1954. A lready  n e a r  com ple tion  i n  1952 was th e  Law 
School b u i l d i n g  c o s t i n g  $290,000, in c lu d in g  $50,000 w orth  of 
equipm ent. At t h i s  t im e , work had r e c e n t l y  begun on an A g r ic u ltu re -  
Science  b u i l d i n g  c o s t i n g  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in c lu d in g  $175,000 fo r  
equipm ent. A d d i t io n a l  b u i ld in g s  f o r  which F e l to n  C la rk  had re c e iv e d  
funds in  1952 and f o r  which a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p la n s  w ere  then  be in g  
d raw n ,in c lu d ed  two d o r m i to r ie s  f o r  men w i th  a c a p a c i ty  o f  300, a t  a 
c o s t  o f  $600,000; one women's d o rm ito ry  w i th  a  c a p a c i t y  f o r  150, a t  
a c o s t  o f  $350,000; and a H e a l th -P h y s ic a l  E duca tion  b u i ld in g ,c o m p le te  
w ith  swimming p o o l ,  w i th  a s e a t i n g  c a p a c i ty  o f  3 ,5 0 0 > a t  a c o s t  of 
$800,000 (The S o u t h e r n i t e , November, 1952:12).
In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  b u i ld in g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w hich  took p lace  
du rin g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  in  the  f i s c a l  y e a r  o f  1952, two hundred thousand 
d o l l a r s  were s p e n t  f o r  r e p a i r s  on e x i s t i n g  b u i ld in g s  and fo r  g en e ra l  
improvement. A l l i e d  to  th e  b u i ld in g  c o n s t r u c t io n  and improvement 
was an announcement, i n  1952 by Dr. C la rk ,  t h a t  p la n s  were be ing  
made to  c o n s t r u c t  a n o th e r  road to  th e  campus. The ro a d ,  which the  
L e g i s l a tu r e  had a l r e a d y  i n s t r u c t e d  the  Highway D epartm ent to  c o n s t r u c t ,  
would j o i n  S cen ic  Highway a t  H arding F ie ld  B oulevard  (The S o u th e r n i t e . 
November, 1 9 5 2 :12 ) .
Major r e p a i r s  were com pleted o r  in  p ro g re s s  by th e  f a l l  of 
1953. The Academic b u i ld in g  re c e iv e d  a  f a c e - l i f t i n g  which inc luded  
r e - w i r i n g ,  r e n o v a t io n  o f  o f f i c e s  on th e  ground f l o o r ,  r e p l a s t e r i n g  
th ro u g h o u t ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a c c o u s t i c a l  c e i l i n g ,  and p a in t in g  o f  i t s
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i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r ,  a t  a t o t a l  c o s t  o f  $35,000. O ther r e p a i r s  
which Or. C lark  deemed n e c e s sa ry  in c lu d e d  plumbing in  P a rk e r  H a l l ;  
p a in t in g  o f  the  gymnasium and th e  new women's d o rm ito ry ;  new h e a t in g  
system  and p a in t in g  o f  the  in f i r m a r y ;  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  f l u o r e s c e n t  
f e a tu r e s  and i n t e r i o r  p a in t i n g  i n  th e  l i b r a r y ;  r e p l a s t e r i n g  and 
p a in t in g  o f  C lark  H a l l ;  g e n e r a l  re p a i i r s  and p a in t in g  o f  a l l  b u i ld in g s  
in  th e  housing  p r o je c t  f o r  s i n g l e  f a c u l t y  members. The t o t a l  c o s t  
o f  r e p a i r s  f o r  the  e n t i r e  campus was $200,000 (The S o u t h e r n i t e , 
O c tober ,  1953:5).
S i t e  improvement which was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  1953 in v o lv ed  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new p a rk in g  a r e a s ,  w a lk s ,  and d r i v e s ;  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  a p r a c t i c e  f o o tb a l l  f i e l d ;  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a b a s e b a l l  f i e l d  
(The S o u th e r n i t e , O ctober ,  1 9 5 3 :5 ) .
I n d ic a t i v e  o f  F e l to n  C l a r k ' s  l e a d e r s h ip  i n  th e  a r e a  o f  
p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  comments a p p e a r in g  in  th e  August 15, 1954 
i s s u e  o f  the  Baton Rouge S t a t e  Times and r e p r i n t e d  i n  The S o u th e r n i te  
as fo l lo w s :
Now expanding s w i f t l y  to  meet th e  e d u c a t io n a l  demands, 
Sou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  today i s  th e  l a r g e s t  p u b l i c ly  su p p o r te d  
c o l le g e  f o r  Negroes i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  F e t t e r e d  e a r l i e r  
by ex trem ely  l im i te d  funds f o r  p h y s i c a l  ex p an s io n ,  th e  
u n i v e r s i t y  t h i s  year  re ach ed  th e  h a lf -w a y  mark i n  a b u i ld in g  
program which began in  1950 . . . .
The over 3,000 s tu d e n t s  p r e d i c t e d  f o r  e n ro l lm e n t  t h i s  f a l l  
by Southern  P r e s id e n t  F e l to n  G. C la rk  w i l l  be on hand to  see  
f iv e  new b u i ld in g s  com ple ted  t h i s  f a l l .  The new s t r u c t u r e s  
in c lu d e  a new music b u i l d i n g ,  a l r e a d y  in  u s e ,  and an 
a g r i c u l tu r e - s c i e n c e  b u i ld in g  now b e in g  re a d ie d  f o r  o p en ing . 
Scheduled f o r  com ple tion  t h i s  f a l l  a r e  two m en 's  d o r m i to r i e s ,  
a g i r l s '  do rm ito ry , and a gymnasium com plete  w ith  swimming 
po o l,  c lassroom s, and a c o n v e r t i b l e  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t  which 
can be turned  in to  an a u d i to r iu m  f o r  3 ,600 p e rso n s .
S o u th e rn 's  p h y s ic a l  f u t u r e  i s  b r i g h t e r  than  i t s  o f t e n  
o u t -o f -p o c k e t  p a s t ,  f o r  th e  1954 S t a t e  L e g i s l a tu r e  a p p r o p r ia te d
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$2,080,000 f o r  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y  in  th e  n e x t  two y e a r s .  D ecis ion  
on how b e s t  to  u se  th e  funds to  f u r t h e r  b u i ld  up S ou thern  
r e s t s  w ith  the  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  and th e  S t a t e  
B u ild in g  A u th o r i ty .
Looking f u r t h e r  i n t o  th e  f u t u r e ,  an  a d d i t i o n a l  500 a c r e s  a r e  
now be ing  added to  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  l a t e r  developm ent.
'A l l  o f  th e se  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  d e s ig n ed  to  f u l f i l l  th e  
purpose o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  -  to  p re p a re  l e a d e r s  and c i t i z e n s ,  
in  g e n e r a l ,  f o r  wholesome p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  American way o f  
l i f e , '  s a id  Dr. C la rk  r e c e n t l y  . . . .  (The S o u t h e r n i t e ,
Septem ber, 1954 :12).
Thus, F e l to n  C la r k ’;s l e a d e r s h ip  i n  th e  a re a  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y 's  
b u i ld in g  program was e x p re sse d  th rough  c o m p le tin g  th e  p r o j e c t s  
Joseph  C lark  i n i t i a t e d ,  s e c u r in g  funds f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p h y s ic a l  
ex p an s io n , c o n s t r u c t in g  new b u i ld in g s *  e f f e c t in g " n e e d e d  r e p a i r s ,  and, 
th rough  i t  a l l ,  r e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s  were b u t  the  
means o f  a ch ie v in g  the  purpose  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  -  t h a t  o f  
p re p a r in g  c i t i z e n s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  co m p e ten tly  i n  American s o c i e t y .
LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL INVOLVEMENT
When F e l to n  C la rk  became p r e s id e n t  o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
he took  on new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  the  r o l e .  For the  
most p a r t ,  th e se  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in v o lv e d  le a d e r s h ip  in  v a r io u s  
o rg a n iz a t io n s  o r  groups and speeches  d e l iv e r e d  o r a l l y  o r  p u b lish ed  
in  some of the  le a d in g  p u b l i c a t io n s  o f  th e  tim e.
Among the f i r s t  appo in tm en ts  w hich Dr. C la rk  r e c e iv e d  was 
one made by Governor Sam H. Jones o f  L o u is ia n a .  In  1940, Governor 
Jones  o f f i c i a l l y  d e s ig n a te d  F e l to n  C la rk  to  se rv e  as  a d e le g a te  to  
the  American Negro E x p o s i t io n  in  Chicago. The e x p o s i t io n  was 
n a t i o n a l  in  scope . Key f i g u r e s  in  o r g a n iz in g  th e  e v en t  in c luded  
S e c re ta r y  o f  A g r ic u l tu re ,H e n ry  A. W allace ,  Governor Horner o f
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I l l i n o i s ,  and Mayor Edward J .  K e lley  o f  Chicago. The purpose  o f  
th e  e v en t  was g iven  in  an a r t i c l e  in  th e  S t a t e  Times which s t a t e d  
t h a t :
W hite and c o lo re d  l e a d e r s  i n  ev e ry  w alk  o f  l i f e  a r e  
c o o p e ra t in g  in  making t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
th e  r o l e  p layed  by a s t ro n g  and de te rm in ed  p eo p le  who have 
h e lp ed  make America i n to  th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  in  a l l  h i s t o r y  
( S t a t e  Times. J u ly  3 ,  1 9 4 0 :7 ) .
The e x p o s i t i o n 'f e a t u r e d  e x h i b i t s  from e v e ry  s t a t e  in  th e  
n a t i o n ,  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and A f r i c a .  More than  2 ,000 ,000  
people  from a l l  s t r a t a  o f  s o c i e t y  a t te n d e d  th e  c e l e b r a t i o n .  Some o f  
th e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  e x p o s i t io n  in c lu d e d  a  day f o r  each  
s t a t e ,  a  day in  e d u c a t io n ,  a m o v ie - s ta r  d ay , a day i n  a t h l e t i c s  and 
s p o r t s ,  and a day in  b u s in e s s  and in d u s t r y .  As an o f f i c i a l  d e le g a te  
to  the  e x p o s i t i o n ,  F e l to n  C la rk  r e p r e s e n te d  h i s  s t a t e  on " L o u is ia n a  
Day."
In  1940, F e l to n  C la rk  a l s o  se rv e d  a s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Negro Land-G rant C o lle g es  and Chairman o f  th e  
Committee on Research and F in d in g s .  On November 12, 13, and 14 o f  
1940, he  a t te n d e d  th e  E ig h te e n th  Annual C onference  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n ,  
which was h e ld  in  Chicago. During th e  f i n a l  s e s s io n  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e ,  
he d i r e c t e d  a panel on "How the  B u sin ess  Man and th e  E duca to r May 
C o -o p e ra te  f o r  G re a te r  E f f i c i e n c y  in  Management and S e rv ic e  in  
B usiness  E n t e r p r i s e "  ( S t a t e  Times. November 12, 1940).
At t h i s  1940 c o n fe re n c e ,  F e l to n  C la rk  was e l e c t e d  p r e s id e n t  
o f  the A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Negro Land-G rant C o l le g e s .  The S ta t e  Times 
c a r r i e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  accoun t o f  the  e l e c t i o n :
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In  t h i s  c o n fe ren c e  a s ig n a l  honor was c o n fe r r e d  upon 
Dr. F. G. C la rk ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i t y ,  by h i s  
unanimous e l e c t i o n  a s  P r e s id e n t  o f  the  Negro Land-G ran t 
C o l l e g e 's  A s s o c ia t io n ,  by the  members in  a t t e n d a n c e .
In  i n s t a l l i n g  Dr. C la rk ,  P r e s id e n t ,  J .  R. E. L ee , th e  
v e te r a n  head  o f  F lo r id a  A. and M. C o l le g e ,s a id :
Dr. C la r k 's  many accom plishm ents in  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  in  
a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  and o th e r  ach ievem ents , a s  w e l l  as  h i s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  and c h a r a c te r  make him an  o u t ­
s ta n d in g  p r e s id e n t  in  th e  co n fe ren c e .  From th e  p o in t  o f  
e d u c a t io n ,  and s c h o l a s t i c  t r a i n i n g ,  th e  c o n fe re n c e  h a s  
none o f  h i s  s u p e r io r  . . . .
He i s  a s e n s i b l e  l e a d e r  w ith  bo th  f e e t  on the  ground. 
T h e re fo re ,  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  made a  w ise  c h o ic e  when i t  
e l e c t e d  the  P r e s id e n t  o f  Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  a s  i t s  
l e a d e r  ( S ta t e  Tim es. November 25, 1940:12).
W idely viewed as  an o u ts ta n d in g  p r e s id e n t  o f  S ou thern  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  Dr. C la rk  assumed a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h ip  among 
p r e s id e n t s  o f  17 Negro la n d -g ra n t  c o l l e g e s ,  " r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  
e d u c a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  more than 8 ,000 Negroes" ( S t a t e  Tim es. 
November 25, 1940 :12 ) .
In  December o f  1942, Dr. C lark  was named V ic e - P r e s id e n t  o f
the  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  C o lleg es  and Secondary S choo ls  f o r  N egroes.
O f f i c i a l l y ,  member s c h o o ls  o f  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ere  s c h o o ls  f o r  
b l a c k s  which were approved by th e  Southern  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  C o lleg es  
and Secondary S ch o o ls .  At th e  time o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  t h e  v ic e ­
p re s id e n c y  o f  the  A s s o c ia t io n ,  F e l to n  C la rk  was a member o f  the  
A s s o c i a t i o n 's  E x ecu tiv e  Committee and th e  C o n tro l  Committee. The 
l a t t e r  com m ittee was th en  a d m in is te r in g  a s o u t h e r n  r e g io n a l  s tu d y  
o f  Negro secondary  e d u c a t io n  and a na tionw ide  s tu d y  o f  Negro te a c h e r
and g e n e ra l  e d u ca t io n  (S t a t e  Times. December 26, 1942.
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R e la t iv e  to  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  invo lvem ent was th e  appo in tm en t o f  
F e l to n  C la rk  a s  Chairman o f  the  L o u is ian a  S t a t e  Coranittee  f o r  the  
Republic  o f  L ib e r i a  C en ten n ia l  Conmission. The appo in tm en t was in  
c o n n e c t io n  w i th  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  in  th e  
C e n te n n ia l  and V ic to ry  e x p o s i t io n  o f th e  R epublic  o f  L i b e r i a  which 
was schedu led  to  be h e ld  in  1947. The s t a t e  commission which F e l to n  
C la rk  was ap p o in ted  to  head was to  work i n  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s  H ead q u a rte rs  o f  the Commission ( S ta t e  T im es. J u ly  15, 
1946).
In  1949, F e l to n  C la rk  was s e l e c t e d  to  s e rv e  on a  p lan n in g  
com m ittee  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  Conference o f  H igher  E d u c a t io n  o f  the  
N a t io n a l  E d u ca tio n  A s s o c ia t io n .  In  r e p o r t i n g  th e  e v e n t ,  th e  Times 
P icayune c a r r i e d  th e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  "A Negro e d u c a to r  has  been chosen  
to  r e p r e s e n t  L o u is ia n a  on th e  p lann ing  com m ittee  o f  th e  f o u r th  
N a t io n a l  Conference on H igher E duca tion  to  b e  h e ld  in  Chicago t h i s  
s p r in g  . . . . "  (Times P icayune, Jan u a ry  6 ,  1949). A d d i t i o n a l ly ,
Dr. Ralph McDonald, E x ecu tiv e  S e c re ta r y  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  H igher 
E d u ca tio n  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  E duca tion  A ss o c ia t io n ,w a s  q uo ted  as  say in g  
t h a t  th e  membership o f  the  p lan n in g  com m ittee  had been s e l e c t e d  " to  
s e c u re  a group o f  l e a d e r s  tho rough ly  c o n v e r s a n t  w ith  e v e ry  phase o f  
^  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n "  (Times P icayune . January  6 ,  1949).
F e l to n  C l a r k 's  n a t io n a l  involvem ent was expanded in  1950 
when he was named a member o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e  Committee o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
C onference  f o r  M o b i l iz a t io n  o f  E d u ca tio n . The c o n fe ren c e  had r e c e n t l y  
been o rg an ized  by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  80 e d u c a t io n a l  groups and was
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des ig n ed  to  t i e  American ed u ca t io n  in to  d e fe n se  programs ( S ta te  
Times. September 11, 1950).
C on tinu ing  h i s  involvem ent in  e d u c a t io n  a t  th e  n a t i o n a l  
l e v e l ,  Dr. C la rk  se rv ed  a s  group chairman a t  th e  S ix th  Annual 
N a t io n a l  Conference  on H igher E duca tion . As chairm an o f  Group Four, 
he le d  key e d u c a to r s  in  a c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  rem oval o f  b a r r i e r s  
i n  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  U nited  S t a t e s .  E a r l i e r ,  Dr. C la rk  had 
se rv ed  as a member o f  th e  con fe rence  p la n n in g  committee and as  a 
member o f  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  committee (Times P ic a y u n e . A p r i l  2, 1951).
MAJOR POST DECLINED
D uring h i s  f i r s t  s i x t e e n  y ears  a s  P r e s id e n t  o f  Southern  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  Dr. C la rk  assumed v a r io u s  l e a d e r s h ip  r o l e s  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  
and o r g a n iz a t i o n s  a t  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  In  1951, 
however, he d e c l in e d  a m ajor p o s i t i o n  o f f e r e d  to  him.
In  1951, F e l to n  C la rk  was o f f e r e d  b y  th e  U nited  S ta te s  O f f ic e  
o f  E duca tion  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s e n io r  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  h ig h e r  e d u ca t io n .  
The p o s t  was d e sc r ib e d  as "Not a w ar- t im e  o r  d e fe n se  p o s t ,  b u t  a 
c a r e e r  job in  p o l ic y - fo rm in g  a re a "  ( S ta t e  Tim es. A p r i l  21, 1951).
As such , th e  p o s t  was c o n s id e re d  one o f  th e  top  jo b s  in  th e  f e d e r a l  
agency. Dr. C la rk  d e c l in e d  the  p o s i t i o n .
In  a s ta te m e n t  to  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a t io n ,  Dr. C la rk  
made n o te  o f  th e  c i v i c ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  and p e r s o n a l  b e n e f i t s  which he 
reco g n ized  would r e s u l t  from h i s  a ccep tan ce  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  
U nited  S t a t e s  O f f ic e  o f  E duca tion . I t  would p ro v id e  an o p p o r tu n i ty  
to h e lp  shape e d u c a t io n a l  p o l ic y  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  and th e  r e s t
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o f  th e  w o r ld .  I t  would a l s o  p rov ide  encouragement to u se  h i s  
h ig h e s t  and b e s t  a b i l i t i e s .  A f te r  p o in t in g  o u t  these  b e n e f i t s ,
Dr. C la rk  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d id  not a c c e p t  the  p o s t  o f f e re d  because  o f  
a f e e l i n g  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  f e l lo w  Negroes o f  the  s t a t e  and to  
S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i t y .  In  e x p la in in g  t h i s  p o in t  o f  view and p r e s e n t in g  
h i s  d e c i s i o n  to  d e c l i n e  th e  p o s i t i o n ,  Dr. C la rk  s a id ,  in  p a r t :
A g a in s t  t h i s  backdrop (ad v an tag es  o u t l in e d )  were the  
c o n s id e r a t i o n s  o f  c o n t in u in g  a t  th e  l o c a l  scene  . . . .
S u f f i c e  i t  to  say  t h a t  any Negro c i t i z e n  w ith  a sense  o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th o s e  o f  whom he i s  a p a r t  cannot e a s i l y  
f o r g e t  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Too, more p e r s o n a l ly  th e  name 
S o u th e rn  and C la rk  a r e  to  a g r e a t  e x te n t  f i n e l y  in terw oven 
th r e a d s  o f  th e  same c o rd .  Of e x c e e d in g ly  heavy p r i o r i t y  
i s  a  fam ily  c o n s id e r a t i o n  which i s  fo u n d a t io n a l .
To c o n c lu d e ,  in  th e  absence o f  any o th e r  a cc e p tab le  
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  I  have ad v ised  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  
government t h a t  I  am n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  p o s i t io n  in  
q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  tim e, even a s  I  am d eep ly  a p p r e c ia t iv e  
o f  th e  h igh  hon o r,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t r u s t  im p lied . My 
g r e a t e s t  and most p r a y e r f u l  hope i s  t h a t  no c ircum stances  
w i l l  e v e r  o ccu r  to  make t ru e  t h e  prophecy o f  many t h a t ,  i n  
t a k in g  t h i s  s t e p  I  have made th e  monumental p r o f e s s io n a l  
and p e r s o n a l  e r r o r  o f  my l i f e t i m e .  I  t r u s t  th a t  my own 
s t a t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  fo rw ard ing , s e r i o u s ,  
and a c t i v e  developm ent and s u p p o r t  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs i ty ,  
th e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  i t s  Negro-American c i t i z e n r y ,  w i l l  
be  w i th  me i n  j u s t i f y i n g  t h i s  hope ( S ta t e  Times. A p r i l  21, 1951).
F e l to n  G randison C la r k 's  d e c i s i o n  to  r e f u s e  th e  p o s t  o f  
s e n i o r  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  O f f ic e  o f  
E d u ca tio n  was thus  made a f t e r  v e ry  s e r io u s  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  a l l  
f a c t o r s  in v o lv e d .  This was a d e c i s io n  to  which r e f e re n c e  would be 
made upon Dr. C l a r k 's  r e t i r e m e n t  sev en teen  y e a rs  l a t e r .
PUBLIC SPEAKING AND WRITING
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As P r e s id e n t  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  F e l to n  C la rk  was o f te n  
c a l l e d  upon t o  speak  to  v a r io u s  g ro u p s ,  in c lu d in g  c o l le g e  young 
people  as  w e l l  a s  a d u l t s  in  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e d u c a t io n a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  
and c i v i c  s i t u a t i o n s .  D uring the  p r e s i d e n t i a l  y ea rs  from 1938 to  
1954, Dr. C la rk  was o f t e n  in v o lv ed  i n  sch o o l and community l i f e  as  a 
sp eak e r .
As e a r l y  i n  h i s  p re s id e n c y  as  1939, Dr. C la rk  was sp eak in g  to  
c o l le g e  and o t h e r  you th  groups on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e l i g i o n .  In  J u ly ,  
1939, he was th e  p r i n c i p a l  sp eak e r  a t  th e  annual j o i n t  program of 
the  B a p t i s t  Sunday School and Negro B a p t i s t  Young P e o p le 's  Convention 
held  in  Baton Rouge. As r e p o r te d ,  "Dr. C la rk  adv ised  th e  young 
people to  s ta n d  by th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  o ld e r  m in i s t e r s  who b e l ie v e d  
in  the  o ld  tim e r e l i g i o n  and th e  j u b i l e e  s o n g s ."  He advoca ted  "a 
r e l i g i o n  t h a t  e x p re s s e s  i t s e l f  i n  everyday  l i v i n g  as ta u g h t  by C h r i s t  
in  h o n es ty ,  p e ac e ,  lo v e ,  and the  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  golden r u l e "  ( S ta t e  
Times. J u ly  17, 1939).
Speak ing  a g a in  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  F e l to n  C la rk  
add ressed  an a u d ien c e  a t  the  M ethodist S tu d e n t  C en ter  on th e  campus 
o f  L o u is ian a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y .  Dr. C la rk  recommended th a t  r e l i g i o u s  
cou rses  be in c lu d e d  in  c o l l e g e  c u r r ic u lu m s ,  add ing , however, t h a t  
these  c o u rse s  sh o u ld  n o t  be reduced  to  sem an tic s  and th e o lo g y .  He 
a l s o  e x p re ssed  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  p ro s p e c t iv e  b u s in e s s  l e a d e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  
and p o l i t i c i a n s  c a n ,  th rough  g e n e ra l  c o u rs e s  in  r e l i g i o n ,  develop  an 
i n t e r e s t  in  hum an ity , to l e r a n c e  o f  o th e r  f a i t h s  and s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s
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which may r e s u l t  in  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  and 
th e  s h a r in g  o f  t h e i r  m a te r i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  w e a l th  (The R e v e i l l e . 
November 20, 1948; November 23, 1948).
F e l to n  C la rk  a l s o  spoke on r e l i g i o n  to  m i n i s t e r i a l  and 
c o n g re g a t io n a l  g ro u p s .  Under th e  head ing  o f  " F e l to n  G. C la rk ,  
L e a d e r ,"  th e  L o u is ia n a  B a p t i s t  Advocate c a r r i e d ,  in  1945, an a r t i c l e  
m o tiv a ted  by one such speech . In  p a r t ,  th e  a r t i c l e  re ad :
D uring th e  s e s s i o n  o f  th e  F o u r th  D i s t r i c t  B a p t i s t  
A s s o c ia t io n  Dr. F e l to n  G. C la rk  spoke to  th e  assem bly.
L a te r  Rev. A. L. Davis commented on hav ing  h e a rd  Dr. C la rk  
ap p ea r  b e fo re  th e  New O rleans  I n t e r r a c i a l  I n s t i t u t e  and 
p l a i n l y ,  b u t  w i th  e lo q u en ce ,  s t a t e  th e  c a se  o f  th e  Negro 
peop le  i n  a la u d a b le  e f f o r t  to  b r in g  th e  whole q u e s t io n ,  
abou t which th e  South s u f f e r s  a  n e u ro s is ,  o u t  i n t o  th e  open.
L o u is ia n a  B a p t i s t s  ought to  have an annual C la rk  n ig h t  
i n  the  s e s s i o n  o f  the  L o u is ia n a  B a p t i s t  Convention . . . .
L o u is ia n a  B a p t i s t s  need to  h e a r  him one even ing  each 
s e s s i o n .  Our r e l i g i o n  must be  r e l a t e d  to  th e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  
a r e  around us  every  day. R e l ig io n  n ever  e x i s t s  in  a vacuum 
. . . .  Dr. C la rk ,  we subm it can  do the  jo b  o f  r e l a t i n g  our 
denom ination  to  the  broadgauged problems o f  th e  g e n e r a t io n  
b e t t e r  than  any man we know. And L o u is ia n a  B a p t i s t s  must 
s e i z e  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty .  B es id es  t h a t , t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s  to  
which our co n v en tio n  goes would be th a n k fu l  fo r  th e  p r i v i l e g e  
o f  h e a r in g  t h i s  man (L o u is ian a  B a p t i s t  A dvocate , December, 
19 4 5 :3 ) .
R e fe r r in g  more d i r e c t l y  to  th e  c o n te n t  o f  Dr. C l a r k 's  message 
to  the  B a p t i s t  Assembly, th e  den o m in a tio n a l paper s t a t e d  t h a t  Dr. 
C la rk  p re s e n te d  a c h a l l e n g in g  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  needs and c o n d i t io n s  o f  
th e  t im es .  His message was c o n s id e re d  among th e  most c h a l l e n g in g  
messages d e l iv e r e d  in  the  a s s o c i a t i o n  (L o u is ian a  B a p t i s t  A dvoca te . 
December, 1945:1 , 3 ) .
Though l e s s  o b v io u s ,  a s  P r e s id e n t  o f  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty ,
Dr. C la rk  was in v o lv ed  a t  the  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  o r  n a t io n a l  l e v e l s  
th rough  h i s  w r i t i n g .  I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h i s  type o f  involvem ent i s
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the  a r t i c l e ,  "Negro H ighe r  E d u ca tio n  and Some Fundamental I s su e s  
Raised by World War I I , "  p u b l ish e d  in  J u ly ,  1942. At t h i s  t im e , th e  
United S t a t e s  had been  i n  th e  war f o r  ap p ro x im a te ly  seven  months; 
hence the  concern  ov e r  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  war on e d u c a t io n .  As p re s id e n t  
o f  a major i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  N egroes, F e l to n  Grandison C la rk  was, 
u n d e rs tan d a b ly ,  in v o lv ed  in  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  to  i s s u e s ,  
a d ju s tm e n ts ,  and t r e n d s  in  Negro h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .
In  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  Dr. C l a r k 's  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  i s s u e s  was based 
on th re e  assum ptions :
1. American e d u c a t io n ,  in  a l l  i n s t a n c e s ,  shou ld  seek  towards 
c o n t in u in g  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  dem ocra tic  i d e a l  in  
e d u c a t io n .
2. E s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a s  to  c i rc u m s ta n c e s ,  between 
World War I  and World War I I  a r e  m ainly  th o s e  o f  
d eg rees  r a t h e r  than  k in d .
3. E duca tion  f o r  th e  Negro, no m a t te r  what l e v e l ,  i s  
p r e d ic a te d  upon th e  se lfsam e  b a s ic  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  th e se  
fo r  a l l  o t h e r  p eop les  i n  America ( J o u rn a l  o f  Teacher 
E duca tion  (C la rk ,  J u ly ,  1942).
O p era t in g  from th e s e  a ssu m p tio n s ,  Dr. C la rk  p roceeded  to  
p re s e n t  ten  fundam ental i s s u e s  in  Negro h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  w i th  reg a rd  
to  World War I I ,  d i s c u s s i n g  th e se  from th e  s t a n d p o in t s  o f  th r e e  
q u e s t io n s :  "Out o f  w hat c o n d i t io n s  have th ey  a r i s e n ?  What does an
o b je c t iv e  a p p r a i s a l  o f  th e s e  f a c t o r s  r e v e a l?  What a r e  th e  p o s s ib le  
im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  th e  Negro c o l l e g e  in  a democracy?" (C la rk ,  J u ly ,  
1943:280). I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  th e  i s s u e s  which Dr. C la rk  r a i s e d  a r e  
the  fo llo w in g :
S h a l l  Negro h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  c o n t r ib u te  on ly  to  th o se  war 
e f f o r t s  in  w hich th e r e  i s  absence  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r im in a t io n  
and s e g r e g a t io n ,  o r  s h a l l  i t  develop  s e p a r a te  d e fe n se  program s, 
due to  need f o r  a u n i f i e d  n a t i o n a l  m orale?
56
S h a l l  Negro h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  prune i t s  c u r r i c u l a  o f  a l l  
co u rses  deemed u n e s s e n t i a l  to  war e f f o r t ,  o r  s h a l l  i t  
s t r e n g th e n  and modify e x i s t e n t  c o u r s e s ,  so t h a t  th e s e  make 
a maximum c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  " a l l - o u t "  war a c t i v i t y ?  (C la rk ,
J u ly ,  1942:282, 285).
In  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  l a t t e r  i s s u e ,  Dr. C la rk  s t a t e d  t h a t
th e re  had been c o n s ta n t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  sch o o ls  f o r  a  supposed
d e f ic ie n c y  in  s c ie n c e  and m a them atics ,  and t h a t  i t  was no t r e a d i l y
d em o n strab le  t h a t  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  had g iven  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to
the  e d u ca t io n  o f  women. Dr. C la rk  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  an army
o f f i c i a l  had s a id  t h a t  th e  War Department b e l ie v e d  in  th e  c o n t in u a t io n
o f  th e  schoo l program w ith  a s  l i t t l e  d i s r u p t i o n  a s  p o s s ib l e ;  and t h a t :
. . . .  any proposed  revamping o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  program fo r  
the  Negro c o l l e g e ,  shou ld  be  de term ined , n o t  o n ly  by the  
im p e ra t iv e  demands o f  th e  p r e s e n t  emergency, b u t  a l s o  by th o se  
s p e c i a l  demands a c c e n tu a te d  by th e  m arg ina l p o s i t i o n  o f the  
Negro in  American s o c i e t y  (C la rk ,  J u ly ,  1942:284).
In  a s i m i l a r  manner, Dr. C la rk  an a ly zed  th e  o th e r  n in e  i s s u e s  
he i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  r e g a rd  to  Negro h ig h e r  e d u ca t io n  and World War I I ,  
cov er in g  a ph ilo so p h y  o f  l i f e ,  s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
t r a i n i n g  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l e a d e r s  v s .  th e  m asses, f i n a n c i a l  su p p o r t ,  
p e rso n n e l ,  c u r r i c u l a ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and th e  p r e s e n t  emergency v s .  p o s t ­
war r e c o n s t r u c t io n .
Such was th e  n a tu r e  o f  F e l to n  C l a r k 's  involvem ent a t  th e  
l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  th rough  l e a d e r s h ip  r o l e s ,  sp ea k in g ,  
and w r i t i n g  d u r in g  the  f i r s t  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o f  h i s  p re s id en c y  o f 
Southern  U n iv e r s i ty .
ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP
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The n a tu r e  o f  Dr. C l a r k 's  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  le a d e r s h ip  was 
re v e a le d  in  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  f a c u l t y  m e e t in g s ,  c u r r ic u lu m  and 
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s tu d e n t  a f f a i r s ,  and f a c u l t y  developm ent.
F a c u l ty  M eetings
Upon assuming th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i t y ,  F e l to n  
C la rk  c o n t in u e d  f a c u l t y  m eetings  i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  
G e n e ra l ly ,  f a c u l t y  m eetings  were h e ld  m onthly . The one f e a tu r e  
common to  most m eetings  was r e p o r t s  from dep ar tm en t and a r e a  h eads . 
Other m a t te r s  c o v e r e d ,a s  th e  o c c a s io n  r e q u i r e d ,  in c lu d ed  p r e s e n ta t io n  
o f  new f a c u l t y  members, p la n s  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m eetings  on campus, 
s p e c ia l  r e p o r t s  on m eetings  a t t e n d e d ,  u n i v e r s i t y  program s, s tu d e n t s '  
s c h o l a s t i c  p e rfo rm ance , and p r o f e s s i o n a l  growth o f  f a c u l t y .  In  f a c t ,  
every  a s p e c t  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i f e  r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  was covered  a t  one 
time o r  a n o th e r  i n  th e  f a c u l t y  m eetings  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, 1938-1953).
R ather  f u l l  m inu tes  were k e p t  o f  th e  p ro ceed in g s  o f  f a c u l t y  
m eetings . These r e c o rd s  compose a m ajor so u rce  o f  d a ta  on Dr. C la r k 's  
a d m in i s t r a t i v e  l e a d e r s h ip  a t  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .
C urricu lum  and I n s t r u c t i o n
A ccording  to  th e  m inutes  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f a c u l t y  m eetings h e ld  
d u r in g  th e  1938-1954 p e r io d ,  F e l to n  C la rk  p rov ided  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  
to  be g iv en  to  c u r r ic u lu m  and i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  most r e g u la r  m eetings . 
I n i t i a l l y , t h i s  c o n s id e r a t io n  was p rov ided  th rough  r e p o r t s  by 
departm ent head s . In  November o f  th e  f i r s t  y ea r  o f  Dr. C l a r k 's  
a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  however, th e  m inu tes  c a r r y  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  a  r e p o r t
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by th e  "Dean o f  th e  C o llege  D epartm ent"  In  a d d i t i o n  to  r e p o r t s  by 
departm ent heads (F ac u l ty  M inu tes ,  November 29, 1938). In  Jan u a ry  
o f  the  fo l lo w in g  year  and f o r  most o f  t h e  p e r io d  t h e r e a f t e r ,  th e  
m inutes s p e c i fy  " I n s t r u c t i o n a l "  i n  th e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  r e p o r t s  (F a c u l ty  
M inutes, January  24, 1939).
As f o r  the  n a tu re  o f  h i s  l e a d e r s h ip  r e g a rd in g  th e  c u r r ic u lu m , 
th e  m inutes o f  f a c u l ty  m eetings  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he p lanned  f o r  r e g u la r  
p ro g re s s  r e p o r t s  on c u r r ic u lu m  and i n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
and t h a t  he f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  developm ent o f  the  academic program o f 
th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  The f a c u l t y  m eeting  m inu tes  o f  March 3 , 1944, 
c o n ta in  an account of Dr. C l a r k ' s  h a n d l in g  o f  a r e p o r t  on i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
a p o r t i o n  o f  which fo l lo w s :
A s ta tem e n t  as to  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  program o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  was asked f o r  from Dean J .  B. Cade, by th e  
P r e s id e n t ,  who s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  A l l  School E n g l ish  Program, 
under th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  a com m ittee  o f  which Mr. F. A.
W illiam s i s  chairman was f u n c t io n in g  w e l l  . . . .  An 
i n v i t a t i o n  was ex tended to  th o se  who a re  n o t  im m edia te ly  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  the  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  program  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
to  a t t e n d  an i n s t r u c t i o n a l  f a c u l t y  m eeting , which a t  t h i s  time 
i s  making p rog ress  s tu d y in g  th e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n a l  phase 
of the  cu rr icu lu m  t h a t  must be  su b m it te d  to  th e  S t a t e  
Department of Educa tion  soon , and t o  ta k e  p a r t  in  the  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  At th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  the  s ta te m e n t  by th e  
Dean, the  P re s id e n t  took th e  o c c a s io n  to  en d o rse  what he had 
mentioned concern ing  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m eeting , w ith  s p e c i a l  
r e f e r e n c e  to  the  m inutes  by th e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  the  g roup , who 
does a commendable job  (F a c u l ty  M in u tes ,  March 3 , 1944).
The re c o rd  of a f a c u l t y  m ee t in g  h e ld  th r e e  months l a t e r  
in c lu d ed  in fo rm a t io n  r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  r e p o r t  on i n s t r u c t i o n :
I t  was brought o u t  t h a t  Human Geography would be a 
r e q u i re d  cou rse  b eg inn ing  in  Septem ber. That a l l  c u r r i c u l a  
s e n t  to  the  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  had been approved 
excep t one — th a t  one was w a i t in g  upon th e  appoin tm ent o f  
a head . . . .  The Dean announced t h a t  an i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
fa c u l ty  m eeting would b e  h e ld  T hursday , June 15, a t  3 :4 5 ,  to
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d is c u s s  'What should  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n  c o u rs e s  on the  b a s i s  o f  
ou r  se tu p  fo r  next y e a r  c o n ta i n ? '  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, June 13,
1944).
Dr. C la r k 's  re sp o n se  to  t h i s  r e p o r t  was d e sc r ib e d  a s  fo llow s:
At th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  D ean 's  r e p o r t ,  the  p r e s id e n t  asked 
i f ,  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  s ta te m e n t  c o n ce rn in g  th e  c u r r i c u l a ,  i t  
meant th a t  the  g e n e ra l  e d u c a t io n  problem  was s t r a i g h t ,  to  
which the  Dean answered in  th e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  f u r t h e r  add ing  
t h a t  th e re  would be an i d e n t i c a l  c u r r ic u lu m  f o r  th e  freshmen 
i n  a l l  departm ents  o r  d i v i s i o n s .  The P r e s id e n t  asked  i f  
s y l l a b i  would be worked o u t  f o r  a l l  c o u r s e s .  The Dean 
answered t h a t  th e re  would b e ,  and t h a t  a t  th e  end o f  each  n in e  
weeks th e re  would be a  com plete  r e p o r t  made o f  freshmen 
a c t i v i t i e s .  The s u g g e s t io n  was p r e s e n te d  by th e  P r e s id e n t  
t h a t  th e  exam ination  be  a d m in is te r e d  by  someone n o t  on th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  f a c u l ty .  Mr. Z. 0 . G i l l  asked  what would be th e  
advantage  o f someone o th e r  th an  a  member o f  th e  f a c u l t y ,  
a d m in is te r in g  the  t e s t s .  To t h i s  q u e s t io n  th e  P r e s id e n t  
answered th a t  ' I t  would be a b s o l u t e ,  more o b j e c t i v e '  (F a c u l ty  
M inutes, June 13, 1944).
Perhaps the  b e s t  i n d i c a t o r  o f  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  Dr. C la r k 's  
l e a d e r s h ip  in  the  a rea  o f  c u r r ic u lu m  and i n s t r u c t i o n  was th e  program 
expansion  which took p la c e .  By th e  f a l l  o f  1945 ,c o u rse s  had been 
added in  r a d io  and e l e c t r i c i t y ,  a m ajor was b e in g  o f f e r e d  in  s o c io lo g y ,  
and added departm ents  were F o re ig n  Languages, P h y s ic s ,  and Psychology 
(F a c u l ty  M inutes, October 1, 1945). By 1946, in  o rd e r  to  accommodate 
v e t e r a n s ,  cou rses  were opened in  a u to  m echan ics , c a r p e n t r y ,  woodwork, 
t a i l o r i n g  and shoe r e p a i r i n g .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s i x  e x te n s io n  c e n te r s  
were b e in g  conducted (F a c u l ty  M inu te s ,  F eb ru a ry  26, 1946).
A l l i e d  w ith  the  u n i v e r s i t y  program  was th e  Reserve O f f i c e r s  
T ra in in g  Corps (ROTC), th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  which Dr. C la rk  shared  
w ith  m i l i t a r y  sc ie n c e  p e r s o n n e l .  The ROTC was a c t i v a t e d  a t  Sou thern  
U n iv e r s i ty  in  1948. Each y ea r  th e  u n i t  t r a i n e d  a group o f  s e l e c te d  
s tu d e n t s  to  become commissioned o f f i c e r s .  The f i r s t  group to  be
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commissioned rece iv ed  t h e i r  second l i e u t e n a n t  b a r s  i n  May o f  1950 
( S ta t e  Times. Ju ly  10, 1950).
During the summer o f  1950, S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  had f i f t e e n  
ROTC s tu d e n t s  a t  F o r t  E u s t i s ,  V i r g i n i a .  Dr. C la rk  v i s i t e d  F o r t  
E u s t i s  J u ly  18, 1950, a s  a g u e s t  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  th e  Army. The 
purpose  o f  th e  v i s i t  was to  a c q u a in t  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t s  and deans 
whose sch o o ls  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  th e  program  w i th  th e  t r a i n i n g  aims o f  
th e  ROTC. While a t  th e  camp,Dr. C la rk  saw S ou thern  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
Cadets undergoing  p r a c t i c a l  m i l i t a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n  based  on t r a i n i n g  
they  re c e iv e d  d u ring  th e  r e g u la r  s c h o o l  y e a r  ( S t a t e  Times. J u ly  10, 
1950).
In  h i s  a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  F e l to n  C la rk  
schedu led  r e p o r t s  on th e  ROTC a t  f a c u l t y  m eetings  and p ro v id ed  f o r  
the  n a tu re  o f  the  program to  be e x p la in e d  to  the  group (F a c u l ty  
M inutes, October 12, 1949).
S tu d en t  A f f a i r s
The s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  s tu d e n t  a f f a i r s  in  the  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of 
F e l to n  C lark  was in d ic a te d  in  h i s  s ta te m e n t  to  th e  f a c u l t y  a t  the  
f i r s t  f a c u l ty  meeting i n  1940. On t h i s  o c c a s io n  he s t a t e d :
I  have fo rm ally  g re e te d  you as new and o ld  members o f  th e  
f a c u l ty .  I  want to  ta k e  j u s t  a s h o r t  tim e to  g ive  you th e  
meaning o f Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  and how you f i t  i n to  i t .  I  
th in k  th e  Board would ag re e  w i th  me when I  say  t h a t  we must 
take th e se  young p eo p le  who come to  us  and see  to  i t  t h a t  they 
g e t  th e  most ou t o f  t h e i r  form al l i f e .  In  o rd e r  to  do t h i s ,  
our work must be done in  a thorough way. As an a d m in i s t r a to r  
and one i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  I  am going  to  f i g h t  
to  g e t  the b e s t  p re p a red  te a c h e r s  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s ,  
th a t  th e se  800 p eo p le  who come to  us  w i l l  g e t  th e  b e s t  o u t  
o f  l i f e  (F acu lty  M inu tes ,  O ctober 15, 1940).
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E s s e n t i a l l y ,  F e l to n  C la r k 's  p o s i t i o n  was t h a t  th e  main 
purpose  o f  a l l  p e rso n n e l  a t  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  was " t o  h e lp  the  
s tu d e n t s  grow In  term s o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s "  ( F a c u l ty  M inutes,
F ebruary  15, 1944).
D uring th e  e a r ly  years, o f  h i s  p r e s id e n c y ,  F e l to n  C la rk  was 
th e  main p r e s e n te r  i n  f a c u l ty  m ee t in g s .  He was an  a s t u t e  o b s e rv e r  
o f  s tu d e n t  a f f a i r s .  Some concerns which he e x p re s s e d  d u r in g  t h i s  
p e r io d  r e l a t e d  to  expenses invo lved  i n  f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  b u i ld in g  m orale  
and decorum i n  th e  s tu d e n t  body, f a c u l t y  a s s i s t a n c e  to  s t u d e n t s ,  and 
s t u d e n t s '  academic performance (F a c u l ty  M in u tes ,  Jan u a ry  24, 1939; 
December 29, 1939). Beginning in  th e  m i d - f o r t i e s ,  th e  r e c o rd s  o f  
f a c u l t y  m eetings  in c lu d e  r e p o r t s  r e l a t i n g  to  s t u d e n t  a f f a i r s  
p re s e n te d  by th e  dean of i n s t r u c t i o n  and by  th e  deans  o f  women's and 
o f  m en's  p e r s o n n e l .  The scope o f s tu d e n t  co n ce rn s  was now expanded 
to  in c lu d e  h o u s in g , g en era l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  d o rm i to ry  o r g a n iz a t i o n s ,  
s tu d e n t  a d ju s tm e n t ,  and the  assum ption  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  (F a c u l ty  
M inutes, O ctober 19, 1944).
Dr. C la rk  sought a lso  to  a p p ly  t r e n d s  and developm ents  in  
e d u c a t io n  to  th e  program fo r  s tu d e n t s  a t  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i t y .  The 
m inutes  o f  one f a c u l ty  meeting r e c o rd  th e  fo l lo w in g  e x p re s s io n  o f  
t h i s  concern :
The P r e s id e n t  mentioned t h a t  d u r in g  r e c e n t  t r i p s  on which 
he se rv ed  a s  a member o f  th e  I n s p e c t io n  Committee a t  C o lleg es  
in  Texas and an Advisory Committee a t  Howard U n iv e r s i t y ,  he 
found t h a t  more a t t e n t i o n  i s  b e in g  g iv en  t o  s c h o la r s h ip  and to  
a n a ly z a t io n  o f  s tu d e n ts .  He w ished to  know how much u se  i s  
be in g  g iv en  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s c o re  a t  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty ,  
lie s t a t e d  t h a t  w h ile  such q u e s t io n s  co u ld  n o t  be  answered in  
a g e n e r a l  m eeting , he d id  want th e  f a c u l t y  to  know t h a t  such 
problems were on the  h e a r t s  o f  a l l  (F a c u l ty  M inu tes , F eb ruary  
26, 1946).
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Thus, in  p o l ic y  and p r a c t i c e ,  F e l to n  G randison  C la rk  gave 
p r i o r i t y  to  s tu d e n t  a f f a i r s  d u r in g  the  1938-1954 p e r io d  o f  h i s  
p re s id e n c y .
F a c u l ty  Development
Probably  n ex t  to  Dr. C l a r k 's  concern  w i th  s tu d e n t  a f f a i r s  
was h is  a t t e n t i o n  to  the  h i r i n g  and developm ent o f  a h ig h ly  com petent 
f a c u l t y .  In  t h i s  re g a rd ,  Dr. C la rk  sough t to  a t t r a c t  o u ts ta n d in g  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  to  Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, O ctober 15, 
1940). R e f e r r in g  to  a f a c u l ty  o f  h ig h  q u a l i t y  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1939, 
Dr. C lark  s t a t e d :
For the  new season  we b r in g  back to  th e  campus (from 
P r a i r i e  View) as dean , Mr. J .  B. Cade — a t r u e  s c h o la r  and 
a gentlem an. There w i l l  be abou t th re e  o th e r  'new* t e a c h e r s ,  
a l l  men and women o f  c h a r a c t e r  and common s e n se ;  some w ith  
Ph.D. d eg rees  and some w i th o u t  — a l l  GOOD w i th  every  
im p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  word. They w i l l  make you proud t h a t  y o u 'v e  
dw elt among the  s t a t e l y  oaks on ' S c o t t ' s  B l u f f . '  We s t i l l  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  a schoo l — r e g a r d l e s s  to  l e v e l  — 
i s  an u p s tan d in g  f a c u l t y .  To the  b e s t  o f  o u r  a b i l i t y  we 
want S o u th e rn 's  h e a r t  to  be s t ro n g .  People  o f  s ta m in a ,  sound 
p r i n c i p l e  and c o n v ic t io n ,  and o f  thorough s c h o la r s h ip  a r e  th e  
w o r ld 's  b e s t  a s s e t .  Southern  should  do h e r  p a r t  to  develop  
and conserve  such an investm en t ( B u l l e t i n ,  Septem ber, 1939).
In  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  promote development o f  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  
Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  F e l to n  C la rk  sought s c h o la r s h ip s  which would 
f in a n c e  f a c u l ty  s tu d y  (F a c u l ty  M inutes, December 23 , 1939). He 
a l s o  sh ared  in fo rm a t io n  w ith  th e  f a c u l t y  on o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
f u r t h e r  s tu d y  o r  o th e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  advancement (F a c u l ty  
M inutes, A p r i l  25, 1944). A d d i t io n a l ly ,  Dr. C l a r k 's  p r a c t i c e  was 
to  announce th e  academic achievem ents  o f  s p e c i f i c  members o f  the
f a c u l t y .
J
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Something o f  Dr. C l a r k 's  f e e l i n g s  abou t f a c u l t y  developm ent 
i s  r e v e a le d  in  h i s  commentary on f a c u l t y  and g r a d u a te s '  achievem ents  
a t  the  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  f a l l ,  1939 sch o o l y e a r .  Dr. C la rk  w ro te  to  
th e  a lum ni:
Y o u ' l l  be  happy to  know t h a t  among o t h e r s ,  W ill iam  Reed, 
Rebecca F r a n k l in  N e t t e r v i l l e ,  L ubertha  Dyer, Irma Handy,
B olton  P r i c e ,  and C luren  Cohen d id  S. U. proud a t  Iowa S t a t e  
C o llege  th e  p a s t  q u a r t e r .  Mrs. N e t t e r v i l l e  re c e iv e d  h e r  
M .S., h av ing  made an  e n v ia b le  r e c o rd .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  ou r 
g ra d u a te s  have no d e f i c i e n c i e s  r e g a r d l e s s  to  th e  f i e l d  — 
which i s  n o t  e q u a l l y  t r u e  o f  g ra d u a te s  o f  a l l  o th e r  c o l l e g e s  
. . . C am ille  S t i v e r s  Shade o u t  o f  abou t two hundred o th e r s  
was one o f  th e  t h i r t y  do ing  advanced work in  th e  Columbia 
L ib ra r y  School — to  which ad m ittan ce  i s  even a d i s t i n c t  
honor. O d ile  Cage, Tena Thomas, E a r l i n e  C ary , and W. D.
Smith a l s o  h e lp  T e a c h e r 's  C o llege  to  know t h a t  S ou thern  i s n ' t  
j u s t  a c o l l e g e  w i th  s e v e r a l  b e a u t i f u l  b u i l d i n g s .  Of c o u r s e ,  
'Mother I d a '  Nance Givens has  such a re c o rd  t h e r e  t h a t  they  
ask  me (whenever I  go back) i f  she  knows me . . .  .
During th e  r e g u l a r  y e a r  th e  'y o u n g s te r s '  o f  Southerndom 
r e a l l y  a c h ie v e d .  E l to n  H a r r iso n  and W ill iam  Clem earned  t h e i r  
A .M .'s  a t  F is k  w ith  a d i s t in g u i s h e d  re c o rd  . . . From a c l a s s  
o f  more than  t h i r t y  from the A t la n ta  School o f  S o c ia l  Work, 
fo u r  were chosen  to  be the  s c h o o l ' s  f i r s t  g ra d u a te s  w i th  an 
A.M. A lthough th e  e n ro l lm e n t  i s  composed o f  s tu d e n t s  from 
a l l  p a r t s  o f  Am erica, from Negro and mixed c o l l e g e s ,  two o f  
th e  f o u r ,  Tommie Lee Pradd and Dela Johnson, were S. U. 
g ra d u a te s  . . . Very p ro b ab ly ,  I  do n o t  have th e  f a c t s  on 
hand abou t o t h e r s ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  above p i c t u r e  w i l l  
b r ig h t e n  any S. U. m enta l album. D on 't  You? (Alumni B u l l e t i n ,  
Septem ber, 1 9 3 9 :6 -7 ) .
With re g a rd  to  f a c u l t y  developm ent, then  F e l to n  C l a r k 's  
a d m in i s t r a t i o n  from 1938 to  1954 was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a c t i v e  l e a d e r ­
sh ip  in  r e c r u i t i n g  p rom ising  f a c u l t y  members, f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e i r  
e d u c a t io n a l  advancem ent, and " a d v e r t i s i n g "  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  
ach ievem ents  o f  a l l  (Huel P e rk in s ,  A p r i l  9 ,  1976).
C h a p te r  4
THE PRESIDENCY OF SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 
1955 -  1968
The w r i t i n g s  o f  F e l to n  G randison  C la rk  su g g es t  t h a t  he had 
an id e a  a s  t o  th e  purpose  f o r  w hich e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  
b lack s  have h i s t o r i c a l l y  e x i s t e d .  In  an a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  f o r  the  
J o u rn a l  o f  Negro E d u c a t io n , he made fo u r  b a s ic  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s .  Of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  f o r  b la c k s  between 1865 and 1900 
C la rk  w ro te :
1. The program was o r i e n t e d  to  v o c a t io n a l  edu ca tio n  in  
t h a t  emphasis was p la c e d  on a g r i c u l t u r e  and t r a d e s  
f o r  the  boys and home economics f o r  g i r l s .
2. The e a r l y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  were in  r e a l i t y  
n o th in g  more th an  e lem en ta ry  and secondary  sch o o ls  
which employed m eagerly  p re p a red  te a c h e r s .
3 . The t r a i n i n g  o f  te a c h e r s  was a major fu n c t io n  o f  the  
i n s t i t u t i o n .
4 .  The e a r l y  p u b l i c ly - s u p p o r te d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o p e ra ted  
w i th  i n s u f f i c i e n t  funds (C la rk ,  1958:224).
S u p p o r t in g  th e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  Dr. C lark  contended t h a t  
th e re  was a g ra d u a l  s h i f t  i n  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and o p e ra t io n  o f  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  l e a r n in g  f o r  b la c k s .  This s h i f t  r e p r e s e n te d  
a b io g rap h y  o f  th e  Sou th . For a c c o rd in g  to  Dr. C la rk :
E d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e f l e c t  th e  c u l t u r e  o f  the  re g io n s  
in  w hich they  e x i s t  and th e  developm ent o f  e d u ca tio n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  Negroes has  p a r a l l e l e d  th e  changing s t a t u s  o f  
the  Negro w i th in  th e  complex o f  th e  changing American l i f e  
e co n o m ica l ly ,  s o c i a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  (C la rk ,  1958:225).
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The change w hich a f f e c t e d  th e  way in  which Dr. C la rk  governed 
Southern  U n iv e r s i t y  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  y ea rs  o f  h i s  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  
was b rough t on by th e  c h a l l e n g in g  o f  th e  c o n s i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f  th e  
P le s sy  v s .  Ferguson  d e c i s io n .  This c a se  w ro te  the  " s e p a r a te  b u t  
eq u a l"  d o c t r i n e  i n t o  American C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law (Commager, 1958 :628).
THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECISION OF 1954
This  d e c i s i o n  r u l e d  t h a t  " s e p a r a te  b u t  e q u a l"  e d u c a t io n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  u n e q u a l .  In  p a r t ,  th e  d e c is io n  s a id :
We come th e n  to  th e  q u e s t io n  p re s e n te d :  Does s e g r e g a t io n
o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  p u b l ic  sch o o ls  s o l e l y  on the  b a s i s  o f  r a c e ,  
even though th e  p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and o th e r  ' t a n g i b l e 1 
f a c t o r s  may be e q u a l  d e p r iv e  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  the  m in o r i ty  
group o f  e q u a l  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ?  We b e l ie v e  t h a t  
i t  does . . . .
We c o n c lu d e  t h a t  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p u b l ic  ed u ca t io n  the  
d o c t r in e  o f  ' s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l '  has no p la c e .  T h e re fo re ,  
we ho ld  t h a t  th e  p l a n t i f f s  and o th e rs  s i m i l a r l y  s i t u a t e d  f o r  
whom th e  a c t i o n s  have been b ro u g h t a r e ,  by re a so n  of 
s e g r e g a t io n  com plained o f ,d e p r iv e d  o f  the  eq u a l  p r o t e c t io n  
o f  the  laws g u a ra n tee d  by th e  F o u r te e n th  Amendment 
(Commager, 196 8 :6 0 8 ).
.A f t e r  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  Supreme Court d e c i s io n  of 1954, i t  
was no lo n g e r  n e c e s s a ry  to  m a in ta in  s c h o o ls  f o r  the  s o le  purpose  o f  
s e p a ra t in g  m i n o r i t i e s  from the  m a jo r i ty  group. The d e c i s io n  may be  
viewed as th e  c h an n e l  th rough  which b la ck s  were given  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  tran s fo rm  th em se lv es  from be ing  members o f  a mere fo lk  c u l t u r e  to  
a fu n c t io n in g  p a r t  o f  th e  American way o f  l i f e .  Regarding t h i s  
tho u g h t ,D r.  C la rk  a s s e r t e d :
In th e  m eantim e, as  th e  Negro becomes more c e n t r a l l y  
invo lved  in  main c u r r e n t s  o f  American l i f e ,  he a c q u ire s  the  
American way o f  im proving h i s  s t a t u s .  S ince  the  F i r s t  World 
War, and e s p e c i a l l y  s in c e  th e  Second World War, Negroes have 
been i n c r e a s i n g l y  exposed to  new p a t t e r n s  o f  b eh av io r  and new
modes o f  though t as  b a r r i e r s  o f  i s o l a t i o n  crumbled th e  im pact 
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s io n ,  mass e d u c a t io n ,  and expanding 
i n d u s t r i a l i s m .  Negroes a r e  a c c e p ted  in  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  and in  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and le a r n e d  s o c i e t i e s  fo rm erly  
c lo s e d  to  them (C la rk ,  1958:321).
A ccord ing  to  Dr. C la rk ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  f o r  
Negroes had a s p e c i f i c  m iss io n  fo l lo w in g  th e  United S t a t e s  Supreme 
Court d e c i s i o n  o f  1954. He s a id ,  "Negro c o l le g e s  had the  i n t e r e s t i n g  
c h a l l e n g e  to  become American i n s t i t u t i o n s  r a t h e r  than i n s t i t u t i o n s  
fo r  a s p e c i a l  group" (C la rk ,  1958 :253). E a r l i e r ,  Dr. C la rk  o u t l i n e d  
th e  s p e c i f i c  needs which S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  had to  f u l f i l l ,  w i th in  
th e  n e x t  few y e a r s ,  in  o rd e r  to  meet t h i s  c h a l le n g e .  The th r e e  needs 
he named w ere: (1) The s t r e n g th e n in g  o f  the  A rts  and S c ien ce  programs
(2) More co n ce rn  f o r  ways and means o f  improving human r e l a t i o n s ;  and
(3) D evelop ing  methods to  h e lp  s tu d e n t s  th in k  c r i t i c a l l y  (The Houston 
In f o rm e r . May 19, 1 956 :3 ) .
By 1955, Southern  U n iv e r s i ty  was th e  United S t a t e s '  l a r g e s t  
p u b l i c l y  su p p o r te d  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  b la ck s  (Morning A dvocate . J u ly  7, 
1958). I t s  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n  numbered app rox im a te ly  3 ,273 r e g u l a r  
s t u d e n t s ,  and was growing a t  th e  a v e rag e  o f  300 s tu d e n ts  p e r  y e a r .
At t h i s  same t im e ,  the  u n i v e r s i t y  had 202 teach in g  f a c u l t y  members.
The u n i v e r s i t y  o f f e r e d  u n d e rg ra d u a te  d eg rees  in  f o r t y  o r  more a r e a s  
and one p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e g re e ,  a B ach e lo r  o f  Legal L e t t e r s .  The a r e a s  
o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  were d i v e r s i f i e d  and in c lu d e d ,  among o t h e r s :  home
econom ics , l i b e r a l  a r t s ,  b u s in e s s ,  b io lo g y  and e d u c a t io n  (S o u th e rn  
U n iv e r s i t y  C a ta lo g . 1955).
The m ajor changes in  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  over the  n e x t  few 
y e a r s  were i n  two a r e a s .  The l a r g e r  change was in  th e  amount o f
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money a v a i l a b le  f o r  th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f ' new b u i ld in g s  (Reed, Jan u ary  
24, 1962). In  p r a c t i c a l  te rm s , t h i s  money a llow ed  S o u th ern  U n iv e rs ity  
to  add to  i t s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  p h y s ic a l  p la n t  and to  add two branch  
c o l le g e s ,  making i t  a system  o f  c o l le g e s .  The f i r s t  b ran ch  c o lle g e  
was e s ta b l is h e d  i n  New O rlean s  in  1956, and th e  second one was 
opened in  S h rev e p o rt th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  (M orning A dvocate . March 11, 
1971). The second a re a  o f  change f o r  S ou th ern  U n iv e r s i ty  o ccu rred  
in  th e  co m position  o f  i t s  s tu d e n t  p o p u la tio n  as  a few w h ite  s tu d e n ts  
sough t e n tra n c e  to  S ou th ern  U n iv e r s i ty  (W arren, 1 9 6 5 :1 6 ).
W hile th e  c u rr ic u lu m  changed l i t t l e  d u rin g  th e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 's , 
th e re  was one s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t io n  to  th e  program s o f f e re d  by th e  
U n iv e rs ity  in  1958. Dr. C la rk  re c o g n ize d  a need f o r  a g ra d u a te  
sc h o o l, and upon r e q u e s t ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was a u th o r iz e d  by th e  
L o u is ian a  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  to  add a program  o f  g ra d u a te  
s tu d ie s .  The a p p ro v a l re a d :
On A p ril  28, 1956 th e  S ta te  Board o f E d u ca tio n  a u th o r iz e d  
Southern  U n iv e rs i ty  to  p roceed  im m edia te ly  w ith  th e  com ple tion  
o f  p lan s  fo r  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a  g ra d u a te  sch o o l which 
would o f f e r  a  program  le a d in g  to  a m a s te r 's  d eg ree  in  E d u ca tio n . 
O p p o rtu n it ie s  a re  p ro v id ed  f o r  c o n c e n tra t io n  in  th e  a re a s  o f 
E lem entary  E d u c a tio n , Seconary  E d u ca tio n  and S p e c ia l  E d u ca tion  
(L andry, June 30 , 1957).
F e lto n  C la rk  a ls o  saw th e  need fo r  a change in  th e  
o rg a n iz a t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty .  By 1960, i t  had been 
re o rg a n iz ed  to  in c lu d e  fo u r  c o l le g e s ,  th r e e  d iv i s io n s ,  and two 
sch o o ls  (Lane, 196 9 :1 3 5 ). The c o l le g e s  c re a te d  w ere (1) th e  C o llege  
o f  A g r ic u l tu re ,  (2) th e  C o lleg e  o f  A rts  and S c ie n c e s , (3 ) th e  C o llege  
o f  E d u ca tio n , and (4 ) th e  C o lleg e  o f  E n g in ee rin g . The th re e  d iv is io n s
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w hich w ere o rg an ized  were Home Econom ics, Commerce and M usic. The 
two sch o o ls  w ere th e  Law School and th e  G raduate  Schoo l.
By th e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 's , S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  under th e  le a d e rs h ip  
o f  Dr. F e lto n  G randison  C la rk , had made c o n s id e ra b le  p ro g re s s . In  
th e  words o f  a 1938 g ra d u a te  o f  S o u th e rn , "The b r a in  c h i ld  o f  D r. J .
S. C la rk  and th e  founders  has become an  a d u l t  b o th  in  s i z e  and 
s e r v ic e "  (W illiam s, March 9 , 1957).
Throughout th e  y e a rs  from  1955 to  1960, Dr. F e lto n  C la rk  
c o n tin u e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  many u n iv e r s i ty  and o th e r  p r o f e s s io n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  So numerous w ere h i s  in vo lvem en ts  th a t  in  d is c u s s in g  
h is  appo in tm en t to  se rv e  on the  r e s o lu t io n  com m ittee o f  th e  N a tio n a l 
C ouncil o f H igher E d u c a tio n , th e  M orning A dvocate p o in te d  o u t th a t :
Dr. C la rk  h o ld s  membership in  65 p ro f e s s io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  
and h o ld s  o f f i c e s  in  most o f  them. He i s  a ls o  an a p p o in te e  o f  
s e v e ra l  n a t io n a l ,  s t a t e  and lo c a l  com m issions and b o a rd s  and 
re c e iv e s  re q u e s ts  each y e a r to  f u l f i l l  sp eak in g  engagem ents 
th roughou t the  n a tio n  (M orning A dvocate . March 5 , 1955).
THE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, 1960-1962
A ccording  to  G. Leon N e t t e r v i l l e ,  o n ly  fu tu r e  h i s to r y  w i l l  
r e v e a l  w hether Dr. C lark  was r i g h t  o r  wrong in  h is  a c t io n  tow ard th e  
s tu d e n ts  d u rin g  th e  d e m o n stra tio n s  o f  th e  e a r ly  s i x t i e s  ( N e t t e r v i l l e ,  
May 18, 1976). Dr. C la rk  suspended o r  e x p e lle d  th e  s tu d e n ts  who 
w ere i d e n t i f i e d  as i n s t i g a t o r s  o f  th e  m arches and th e  s i t - i n s .  The 
e v e n ts  ty p i f ie d  th e  s o c ia l  changes t h a t  ev o lv ed  from th e  v a r io u s  
c iv iL  r ig h t s  c a se s  in  the  f e d e r a l  c o u r t s .  One such c a se  was th a t  o f  
the  C iv i l  R igh ts  Act o f 1957. T h is was th e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k in d  s in c e  
R e c o n s tru c tio n . A ccording to  Commager, th e  A ct:
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C reated  a  F e d e ra l C iv i l  R ig h ts  d iv i s io n  in  th e  o f f i c e  o f  
th e  A tto rn e y  G en era l, empowered f e d e r a l  p ro s e c u to r s  to  o b ta in  
in ju n c t io n s  a g a in s t  th o se  who d en ied  any c i t i z e n  h i s  r i g h t s  
under th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and p e rm itte d  t r i a l  o f  o f fe n d e rs  in  
contem pt o f  th e se  in ju n c t io n s  w ith o u t ju r y  in  c r im in a l  c a se s  
(Commager, 1968 :632).
The C iv i l  R ig h ts  A cts o f 1964 p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  appoin tm ent 
o f  r e f e r e e s ,  to  h e lp  Negroes r e g i s t e r  to  v o te  (Comnager, 1968 :709). 
S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty 's  s tu d e n ts ,  prom pted by th e s e  a c t s  and o th e rs  
and by the  grow ing u n r e s t  among s tu d e n ts  on c o l le g e  campuses 
th ro u g h o u t A m erica, began t h e i r  d e m o n s tra tio n s  by re q u e s t in g  to  be 
se rv ed  a t  th e  lunch  c o u n te r  o f  K ress s to r e  in  B aton  Rouge. O ther 
a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d e d  s i t - i n s  a t  th e  lunch  c o u n te r s  o f  S itm a n 's  Drug 
S to re  and th e  Greyhound Bus S ta t io n ,  and m arches to  th e  S ta te  C a p ito l  
and to  th e  E a s t B aton Rouge P a r is h  j a i l .
Dr. C la r k 's  su sp e n sio n  and e x p u ls io n  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  may 
have been in f lu e n c e d  by the  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n . The S ta te  
Times d is c u s s e d  th e  d i r e c t io n  g iven  by th e  Board as  fo llo w s :
The S ta te  Board o f E d u ca tio n  has w arned a l l  c o l le g e  
p re s id e n ts  in  L o u is ia n a  under i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  th a t  th e y  a re  
ex p ec ted  to  tak e  d i s c i p l in a r y  a c t io n  a g a in s t  any s tu d e n t  o r  
s tu d e n ts  in v o lv ed  in  in c id e n ts  w hich would d i s c r e d i t  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  th e  s t a t e  e d u c a tio n a l sy stem  . . . ( S ta te  
T im es, March 16, 1960).
A l e t t e r  from  Shelby M. Jack so n , S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  
E duca tion  d u rin g  th e  d e m o n stra tio n s  o f  th e  6 0 's ,  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  Dr. 
C la r k 's  a c t io n s  in  suspend ing  and e x p e l l in g  th e  s tu d e n ts  met th e  
a p p ro v a l o f th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n . E x c e rp ts  from th e  l e t t e r  
re ad :
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"Dear P r e s id e n t  C la rk :
"T h is  i s  to  a d v ise  t h a t  the  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  on 
A p ril  26, 1960, p assed  th e  fo llo w in g  m otion:
" I t  was moved by Mr. M adison, seconded by Mrs. Meade, 
and c a r r ie d  th a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  
ta k e  o f f i c i a l  n o t ic e  o f  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  manner in  w hich th e  
r e c e n t  d is tru b a n c e  a t  S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  was h an d led  by D r. 
F e lto n  G. C la rk , P r e s id e n t ,  w ith  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  h i s  s t a f f  
and f a c u l ty  . . .
"The s ta n d a rd s , r u le s  and r e g u la t io n s  o f  a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
o f  h ig h e r  le a rn in g  and o f the  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  in  
re fe re n c e  to  th e  conduct o f  s tu d e n ts  and p e rso n n e l a r e  o f  
long  s ta n d in g , p u b lish e d  and w e ll  known.
"A lthough under trem endous p re s s u re  and s t r a i n ,  Dr.
C la rk  . . . en fo rced  th e se  r u le s  and r e g u la t io n s  f i r m ly ,  
f a i r l y ,  and u n ifo rm ly  and s u c c e s s fu l ly  h and led  an u n fo r tu n a te  
s i t u a t i o n  which c o u ld  have r e s u l te d  in  the  lo s s  o f  th e  
o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  an e d u c a tio n  to  thousands o f young men and 
women in  L o u is ia n a "  (Jack so n , A p r il  28, 1960).
Dr. C la r k 's  r e a c t io n  to  th e  d e m o n stra tio n s  d id  n o t r e c e iv e  
ap p ro v a l from many s o u rc e s , a lth o u g h  th ey  w ere s a n c tio n e d  by th e  
L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n . C. Van Woodward, i n  an a r t i c l e  
p u b lish e d  by H a rp e r 's  M agazine, c r i t i c i z e d  Dr. C la rk  and f e l t  t h a t  
he needed l i t t l e  p rom pting . He gave t h i s  accoun t o f  th e  
demons t r a  t  io n s :
P re s id e n t  C la rk  n o t o n ly  com plied w ith  th e  B o a rd 's  r u l i n g ,  
b u t c lo se d  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  C h ris tm as h o l id a y s .  
S tu d e n ts  had s c a r c e ly  re tu rn e d  when f u r th e r  p r o t e s t  prom pted 
C la rk  to  c lo s e  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  a g a in  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  He 
o rd e re d  ev ery  s tu d e n t  o f f  th e  campus w ith  h i s  b e lo n g in g s  by 
f i v e - t h i r t y  t h a t  a f te rn o o n . Upon re -o p e n in g  te n  days l a t e r ,  
th e  P re s id e n t  r e q u ire d  a l l  s tu d e n ts  re a d m itte d  to  r e g i s t e r  
anew. The p u rp o se , acco rd in g  to  th e  Baton Rouge S ta t e  T im es, 
was ' t o  weed o u t t ro u b le  m a k e rs . ' The number d en ied  re a d m iss io n  
has n o t been re v e a le d , b u t a hundred  s tu d e n ts  w ere s im p ly  n o t 
inform ed o f th e  re -o p e n in g  and some two hundred w ere  re a d m itte d  
on p ro b a tio n  a f t e r  "good c i t i z e n s h ip "  p le d g e s . Among th o se  
who d id  n o t r e tu r n ,  a cco rd in g  to  w e ll- in fo rm ed  f a c u l ty  members, 
w ere many o f th e  b e s t  s tu d e n ts  and campus le a d e r s .  "We a t  
S o u th e rn ,"  d e c la re d  P re s id e n t  C la rk ,"  a re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  
e d u c a tio n , and n o th in g  e l s e "  (Woodward, O cto b er, 1 9 6 2 :8 2 -8 4 ) .
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Adolph L. R eed, a  f a c u l ty  member a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  
d e m o n s tra tio n s , q u e s tio n e d  th e  s ta te m e n t,  "We a t  S ou thern  a re  
in te r e s t e d  in  e d u c a tio n , and n o th in g  e l s e . "  He c h a lle n g e d  Dr. C la rk  
by a sk in g , "Can 'e d u c a t io n ' r e a l i s t i c a l l y  e x i s t  in  th e  a b s t r a c t?
Can th e re  be  'e d u c a t io n ' t h a t  e x i s t s  a p a r t  from  p eo p le  and is s u e s ? "  
(Reed, Jan u a ry  24, 1962). Mr. Reed f u r th e r  c r i t i c i z e d  D r. C la rk  as  
a C o lleg e  P r e s id e n t .  He s a id :
D uring  th e  a p p ro x im a te ly  tw o-year p e r io d  o f th e  ' s i t - i n s , '  
r a t i o n a l  a n a ly s e s  and p r o je c t io n s  co u ld  have i t  ap p ea r th a t  
p r e s id e n ts  o f  Negro c o l le g e s  would have to g e th e r  fo rm u la ted  a 
p o lic y  f o r  p r e s e n ta t io n  to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  g o v ern in g  b o a rd s , 
a p o lic y  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  one th a t  assum es b l in d  
a l le g ia n c e  to  th e  s t a t u s  quo to  be th e  o n ly  c o u rse  o f  a c t io n  
(Reed, Jan u a ry  24, 1962).
Mr. Reed su g g es te d  th a t  Dr. C la rk  sh o u ld  have inform ed h i s  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  s u p e r io r s  t h a t  he co u ld  n o t channel nor c o n tr o l  th e  
c u r re n ts  o f  h i s t o r y  (Reed, Jan u a ry  24 , 1962).
Jim  Moss, a  s tu d e n t  a t  S ou th ern  d u rin g  th e  d e m o n stra tio n s  o f 
th e  e a r ly  6 0 ' s ,  was a l s o  c r i t i c a l  o f th e  way in  w hich Dr. C lark  
hand led  th e  d e m o n s tra tio n s . Mr. Moss f e l t  t h a t  D r. C la r k 's  m otive 
in  p re s e rv in g  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  was a  s e l f i s h  one.
The o n ly  tim e in  w hich Dr. C la rk  c a l l e d  us to g e th e r  was 
when he w anted to  t e l l  us o f  o u r i n a b i l i t y  to  m a in ta in  o u r­
s e lv e s  and o f  o u r dependency upon th o se  who made i t  p o s s ib le  
fo r  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty  to  e x i s t .  I t  was a lm o st im p o ssib le  
to  m eet w ith  D r. C la rk  u n le s s  he c a l l e d  th e  m eetin g . Seeing  
him on a o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  was d i f f i c u l t  (Moss, June 14, 1976).
D r. C la rk  e x p la in e d  h i s  r e a c t io n  to  th e  d e m o n stra tio n  as he 
appealed  to  th e  s tu d e n t  body to  h e lp  him sav e  S o u th e rn . He s a id :  
"Like L in co ln  who so u g h t to  p re s e rv e  th e  Union, my dom inant concern  
i s  to  save S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty  . . . .  I f  I  had th in g s  to  do o v e r,
I  would do them a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y "  (W arren, 1965 :16).
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P re s id e n t  C la rk  was n o t i n s e n s i t iv e  to  th e  demands o f  th e  
s tu d e n ts  nor th e  w ish es  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n . He a llu d e d  
to  th i s  p o in t in  an in te rv ie w  w ith  th e  M orning A dvocate .
A Negro p re s id e n t  o f  a u n iv e r s i ty  in  th e  South must be 
b a t t l i n g  a l l  th e  tim e . He i s  betw een th e  f i r e  o f  Negro 
people and e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  who happen , m ost o f the tim e , 
to  be w h ite . And w ith o u t lo s in g  one's i n t e g r i t y  one iraist w alk 
a s t r a i g h t  and narrow  p a th . T h is i s  e s p e c ia l l y  t ru e  w ith  th e  
Negro m il i ta n c y  o f  to d ay . Negro youth  o f  today  b e lie v e  th ey  
should  have a n y th in g  anyone e l s e  h a s . But th e se  th in g s  must 
be acq u ired  th rough  e s ta b l i s h e d  c h a n n e ls . Change w i l l  come 
through th e  o rg a n iz e d  system  (M orning A dvocate . O ctober 14,
1968).
Dr. C la rk  sp e n t a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h i s  tim e t ry in g  to  m a in ta in  
S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  d u rin g  th e  y e a rs  o f  i t s  g r e a te s t  c r i s i s ,  1960-1962. 
At the  same tim e, he  c o n tin u e d  h i s  invo lvem ent in  o th e r  lo c a l  and 
n a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  An exam ple o f  t h i s  f a c t  can be seen when Dr. 
C la rk  was named as  a  member o f  th e  A dvisory  Committee o f th e  Survey 
o f  F ed era l Program s in  H igher E d u ca tio n  in  1960. The purpose o f  t h i s  
com m ittee was " to  su g g e s t f r u i t f u l  a re a s  o f  in q u iry  and to  rev iew  
f in d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d ie s  f o r  t h e i r  s ig n i f ic a n c e  to  p o l ic ie s  and 
p rocedu res o f  F e d e ra l a g e n c ie s ,  w hich  would s tre n g th e n  th e  purposes 
and o b je c t iv e s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n "  ( L i t t l e ,  November 3, 1960).
In  1961, D r. C la rk  was th e  fe a tu re d  sp eak e r a t  the  50 th  
A nn iversary  program  o f  B e lo i t  C o l le g e 's  C hap ter o f  Phi B eta Kappa.
Dr. C lark  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  "The C o lleg e  te a c h e rs  h o ld  the  key to  
tran sfo rm in g  th e  w orld  image o f  ' t h e  u g ly  A m erican ' . . . .  The 
fu tu re  o f America l i e s  in  a c i t i z e n r y  t r a in e d  to  th in k "  (C la rk ,
A p r il  26, 1961).
"Manly D eeds, S c h o la rs h ip  and Love f o r  A ll  Mandkind" was the  
them e o f a speech  d e l iv e r e d  by Dr. C la rk  in  S h re v e p o rt, L o u is ia n a , on
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th e  o c ca s io n  o f  th e  D e lta  U p s ilo n  Lambda C h a p te r 's  o b serv an ce  o f 
E d u c a tio n a l Achievem ent Week. He c h a lle n g e d  h is  l i s t e n e r s  to  have 
th e  courage to  l i v e  above th e  a v e rag e  and to  p u t f i r s t  th in g s  f i r s t .  
D r. C la rk  s a id :
The r e a l  man re c o g n iz e s  t h a t  th e r e  can  b e  no happy l i f e  
w ith o u t s tre n u o u s , u n re m it t in g  work w hich o ccu p ie s  mind, 
body and s p i r i t .  T h is i s  why g r e a t  men have alw ays 
a s s o c ia te d  them selves w ith  a  c a u s e , movement, som ething 
v i t a l  to  human p ro g re s s .  Need I  m ention  th e  manly deeds 
o f  B ro th e rs  o f  Alpha such  a s  Thurgood M arsh a ll and M artin  
L u th e r King. These b r o th e r s  a r e  t r u l y  d o e rs  o f  manly 
deeds (C la rk , May 14, 1961).
FINAL YEARS AS PRESIDENT OF SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
1963 -  1968
In  1964, under F e lto n  C la r k 's  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  S ou thern  
U n iv e rs i ty  c e le b ra te d  i t s  5 0 th  a n n iv e r s a ry .  T his marked an im p o rtan t 
m ile s to n e  in  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  l a r g e s t  la n d -g ra n t  c o lle g e  f o r  b la ck s  
in  th e  n a t io n .  Over a p e r io d  o f  f i f t y  y e a rs  th e  sch o o l grew to  a 
n a t io n a l ly - re c o g n iz e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h ig h e r  le a r n in g ,  w ith  an 
en ro llm e n t o f  more th a n  5 ,0 0 0  s tu d e n t s ,  a f a c u l ty  o f  .more th an  300, 
and a p h y s ic a l  p la n t  v a lu ed  a t  o v e r $35 m i l l io n .  By 1963, th e re  w ere 
more than  100 b u ild in g s  on th e  main cam pus, w ith  many hav ing  been  
r e c e n t ly  b u i l t .  I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  o n e  o f  th e s e  i s  th e  p h y s ic a l  s c ie n c e  
b u i ld in g ,  a one m ill io n  d o l l a r  s t r u c t u r e  w hich in c lu d e s  l a b o r a to r i e s ,  
r e s e a rc h  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c l o s e d - c i r c u i t  t e l e v i s i o n ,  an o b s e rv a to ry , and a 
$250,000 h e a lth  re s e a rc h  w ing (B aton Rouge, A ugust, 1963).
The schoo l had o n ly  two p r e s id e n ts  d u rin g  i t s  h a l f - c e n tu r y  
in  Baton Rouge. F e lto n  C la rk  a tte m p te d  to  e x p la in  th e  p r id e  t h a t  he
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had in  S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty  a s  being  a p a r t  o f  th e  B aton  Rouge 
community by sa y in g :
The fo u n d er o f  the  p re s e n t S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty  came to  
B aton Rouge b e fo re  S o u th e rn . He came when Government S t r e e t  
b o a s te d  th a t  i t  was g ra v e le d . Nobody who l iv e d  in  Baton 
Rouge d u r in g  t h i s  e a r ly  e r a ,  who had p r id e  in  i t  . . . 
cou ld  f e e l  o th e r  th an  c lo s e  to  i t .  L o g ic a l ly  i t  fo llo w s  
th a t  any i n s t i t u t i o n  w ith  which he i s  co n n ec ted  would 
i n h e r i t  t h i s  p r id e  w hich Southern U n iv e r s i ty  h a s .
P a r e n th e t i c a l ly ,  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  p re s e n t  p r e s id e n t  o f  
S ou thern  was bo rn  in  Baton Rouge and h as  s p e n t  a  s iz e a b le  
p e r io d  o f  h i s  l i f e  h e re  b r in g s  S o u th ern  even  c l o s e r  to  i t  
(C la rk , 1 9 6 3 :5 ).
There seems to  have been a c e r t a i n  u rg en cy  in  D r. C la rk 's  
a c t i v i t i e s  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  f iv e  years o f  h i s  p re s id e n c y  o f S ou thern  
U n iv e r s i ty . He re a f f irm e d  h is  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  w e lf a r e  o f  th e  people  
in  th e  B aton Rouge community and co n tin u ed  h i s  in v o lv em en t in  the  
a f f a i r s  o f th e  s t a t e  o f  L o u is ian a  and th e  n a t io n .  In  1938, he u rged  
the  te a c h e rs  to  buy p ro p e r ty  in  S c o t la n d v i l le  and to  th in k  in  term s 
o f  e x e r t in g  a new in f lu e n c e  on th e  community (F a c u l ty  M in u tes, June 
21 , 1938). By 1964 ,he was P re s id e n t o f  F i r s t  F e d e ra l  Sav ings and 
Loan A ss o c ia tio n  o f  S c o t la n d v i l le .  C oncern ing  t h i s  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  Dr. 
C la rk  s a id :
In  making lo an s  to  fa m ilie s  f o r  b u i ld in g  new homes, we 
f e e l  we n o t o n ly  make i t  p o ss ib le  fo r  th e s e  f a m i l ie s  o f  our 
community to  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  home ow nership  d e s i r e s  b u t w i l l  
a ls o  c o n t r ib u te  to  community economic p ro g re s s  (News L e a d e r,
May 30, 1964).
In  J u ly  o f  1964, F e lto n  C lark  r e p re s e n te d  th e  YMCA in  Geneva, 
S w itz e r la n d , a t  th e  World A llia n c e  Commission on R a c ia l  R e la t io n s h ip s . 
In  1964, th e  S o u th e rn  A sso c ia tio n  o f C o lle g es  and S choo ls  b roke 
p recedence  and e le c te d  Dr. C lark  to  i t s  Commission on C o lle g e s . The 
du ty  o f th e  Commission w as, a s  i t  i s  now, to  sp o n so r th e
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a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t io n 's  c o l le g e s .  Three y e a rs  e a r l i e r ,  in  1961, 
S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs i ty  had l o s t  i t s  r a t in g  w ith  th e  A s s o c ia t io n . W ith 
an em ergency a p p ro p r ia t io n  from th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u ca tio n  and 
w ith  th e  c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t s  o f  Dr. C la rk , d ean s , f a c u l ty  members, 
s tu d e n t s ,  and a d m in is t r a to r s  a t  S ou th ern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  m embership w ith  
th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  was r e s to r e d  by th e  end o f  1962 (S o u th ern  U n iv e rs i ty  
F a c u lty  News B u l l e t i n . 1 9 6 5 :1 ).
By 1969 ,F e lto n  G randison  C la rk  was s e rv in g  as  P r e s id e n t  on 
le a v e  from  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .  He se rv ed  as g u e s t sp ea k e r f o r  th e  
commencement e x e rc is e  on May 26, 1969. Upon t h i s  o c c a s io n , he 
c h a lle n g e d  th e  g ra d u a tin g  c la s s  to  s t r i v e  fo r  e x c e lle n c e  in  a l l  
th in g s .  Dr. C lark  s a id  "E x ce llen ce  c a ta p u l t s  u s  from th e  m ed iocre .
The common i s  r a r e ly  honored because  i t  r e q u ir e s  no e f f o r t  to  be 
a v e ra g e , no s k i l l s  and no s a c r i f i c e s ,  and he i s  chosen  l a s t "  (M orning 
A d v o cate , May 27 , 1969). The main t h r u s t  o f  Dr. C la r k 's  a d d re ss  
co ncerned  i t s e l f  w ith  an ap p ea l to  th e  s tu d e n ts  to  r e s i s t  becom ing a 
p a r t  o f  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  He ta lk e d  o f  t re n d s  in  HEW's 
g u id e l in e s  and th e  d e c is io n s  o f  th e  F e d e ra l c o u r ts  w hich s t r o n g ly  
su g g es te d  th a t  S o u th ern  w i l l  c e a se  to  e x i s t  and S o u th e rn 's  B aton 
Rouge campus w i l l  become a p a r t  o f  L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  Dr. 
C la rk  c h a lle n g e d  th e  charg e  th a t  S ou th ern  w i l l  c e a se  to  e x i s t .
At th e  end o f th e  commencement e x e rc is e ,M r. G. Leon N e t t e r v i l l e ,  
S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty 's  A cting  P r e s id e n t ,  lauded  Dr. C la rk  f o r  h is  
"g u id an ce  and le a d e rs h ip  in  moving S ou thern  from a f le d g in g  young 
c o l le g e  to  i t s  p re s e n t  p o s i t io n "  (M orning A dvocate ,  May 27 , 1969).
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An im p o rtan t m ile s to n e  in  Dr. C la rk 's  l i f e  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d , 
1956-1968, was h is  m arriag e  to  A llen e  K nigh ten . They w ere m a rrie d  on 
A ugust 22, 1958.
C h a p ter  5
RETIREMENT YEARS
F e lto n  G randison C la rk  was o f f i c i a l l y  r e t i r e d  from  Southern  
U n iv e rs i ty  on O ctober 13, 1968, by th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Board o f 
E d u ca tio n . He had p r io r  knowledge o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  Board planned 
to  r e t i r e  him  when he became 65 y ea rs  o f  a g e . This i s  e v id e n t in  a 
l e t t e r  d a te d  Septem ber 20, 1968, and s e n t  to  th e  board  re q u e s t in g  a 
le av e  o f  a b se n c e . In  th e  l e t t e r ,  Dr. C la rk  said,-'M y assum ption  i s  
th a t  d u r in g  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r io d  th e re  w i l l  be ad eq u a te  tim e and 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  f o r  me to  b r in g  to  a d e s i r a b le  c lo se  th o se  th in g s  
a f f e c t in g  my o f f i c i a l  and p e rs o n a l l i f e "  ( S ta te  Times. Septem ber 26, 
1968).
The l e t t e r  f u r th e r  s t a t e d  th a t :
As new h i s to r y  i s  made f o r  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty ,  b u ild in g  
upon th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  i t s  accom plishm ents o f th e  p a s t  and 
p r e s e n t ,  my g r e a t e s t  w ish  i s  th a t  i t  w i l l  have th e  s p i r i t u a l  
and m a te r ia l  re so u rc e s  to  match i t s  im m easurable c e i l i n g  and 
i t s  u n lim ite d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  w ith in  th e  n a t io n ,  w ith in  th e  
w orld  ( S ta te  Tim es, Septem ber 26, 1968).
M inutes o f  the  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  d a ted  Septem ber 26, 
1968, r e p o r t  th e  re t i r e m e n t  o f  Dr. C la rk . A p o r tio n  o f  th o se  m inutes ' 
re a d :
A f te r  r e tu rn in g  to  G enera l S e s s io n , D r. Woodard s t a t e d  th a t  
th e  E d u c a tio n  Committee o f  the  Board f e l t  t h a t  s in c e  i t  i s  a 
w e ll e s ta b l i s h e d  p o lic y  o f  th e  Board f o r  a l l  a d m in is tr a t iv e  
o f f i c i a l s  w orking f o r  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  to  r e t i r e  
a t  th e  age o f  65 y e a r s ,  and s in c e  D r. F e lto n  G. C la rk  w i l l  
become 65 y e a r s  o f  age on O ctober 13, 1968, Dr. Woodard made 
th e  fo llo w in g  m otion:
77
78
On the  M otion o f  Dr. Woodard, seconded by Mr. W hetstone 
and a t  the  re q u e s t  o f  D r. C la rk , th e  b o ard  g ra n te d  F e lto n  G. 
C la rk , p re s id e n t  o f  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty ,  a le av e  o f absence  
w ith  pay from O ctober 14, 1968 to  June 30, 1969 (M inutes o f  
th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n , Septem ber 26 , 1968).
The p e rio d  o f  le a v e  w hich was g ra n te d  to  D r. C la rk  was sp en t 
w orking c lo s e ly  w ith  th e  P r e s id e n t - d e s ig n a te ,  G. Leon N e t t e r v i l l e .
Dr. C lark  was seldom  seen  on S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty 's  campus.
The S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  Alumni F e d e ra tio n  honored Dr. C lark  
a t  a te s t im o n ia l  d in n e r  on May 16, 1969. The fe a tu re d  sp eak e r o f  
t h i s  o ccas io n  was Judge C arlo s  S p a h t. In  h i s  a d d re ss  Judge S pah t 
c a l le d  Dr. C la rk 's  f a th e r  th e  " f a t h e r  o f  S o u th ern  U n iv e rs i ty  j u s t  as 
George W ashington was th e  f a th e r  o f  th e s e  U n ited  S ta te s "  (S p ah t, May 
16, 1969). He s t a t e d  t h a t  b ecau se  o f  D r. J .  S. C la r k 's  p a t ie n c e ,  
u n d e rs ta n d in g , i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and above a l l ,  h is  d ip lom acy, he was 
a b le  to  e s t a b l i s h  and n u r tu r e  a  dream th a t  young peop le  would have an 
i n s t i t u t i o n  where th ey  m ight become te a c h e rs  and le a d e rs  among th e i r  
fellow m en.
In  keep ing  w ith  Judge S p a h t 's  p h ilo so p h y , he ad v o ca ted  th re e  
sim ple  g races  w hich D r. C la rk  and h is  f a th e r  e x e m p lif ie d . These 
g races  were f a i t h ,  ho p e , and lo v e . S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  Judge S pah t spoke on 
th e se  g ra c e s :
. . . .  F a i th  in  th e  d e s t in y  o f  t h e i r  U n iv e rs i ty  d e s p i te  
the  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  th e  p ro b lem s, th e  d isap p o in tm en ts  and 
h e a r ta c h e s . F a i th  in  t h e i r  c o u n try , r e a l i z i n g  th a t  t h i s  i s  
a grand and g lo r io u s  n a t io n ,  and even  though n o t p e r f e c t ,  y e t  
th e re  abounds h e r e i n  more " j u s t i c e "  and th e  " b le s s in g s  o f  
l i b e r ty "  than  any o th e r  n a t io n  in  th e  w orld  . . . .  Hope 
because o f th e  f a i t h  th a t  was in  them. Hope b ecause  th a t  
f a i t h  was n o t f e e b le  b u t pow erfu l . . . .  Love th a t  le d  them 
to  remember to  a p p r e c ia te  a l l  men r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e i r  p la c e s  
in  l i f e ,  s o c i a l l y ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  o r  o th e rw is e . Love th a t
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r a d ia te d  from th e i r  c h a r a c te r  and e d u c a tio n  which made l i f e  
h a p p ie r ,  sw ee te r and s t r o n g e r  f o r  e v e ry  man which th ey  met 
(S p ah t, May 16, 1969).
F in a l ly  Judge S pah t e x p re ssed  h i s  g r a t i tu d e  and a p p re c ia t io n
a s  w e ll  as th a t  o f  the  13 ,000 g ra d u a te s  o f  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty .
DEATH
Dr. C lark- d ied  o n -J u ly -6 ,  1970, one y e a r  a f t e r  h i s  o f f i c i a l  
r e t i r e m e n t .  The Ju ly  11 , 1970 is s u e  o f th e  L o u is ia n a  Weekly h e a d lin e  
read  "Dr. F e lto n  G. C la rk  i s  C laim ed by  Grim R eap er."  The new spaper 
p ra is e d  Dr. C la rk  fo r  b r in g in g  S o u th e rn  U n iv e r s i ty  from what was in  
1938, a sm all c o lle g e  to  w hat was a t  th e  tim e o f h is  d e a th  th e  
l a r g e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  fo r  b lack s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  (L o u is ian a  W eekly, 
J u ly  11, 1970).
In  re fe re n c e  to  D r. C la r k 's  d e a th  an e d i t o r i a l  in  th e  Morning 
A dvocate read :
Death o f  Dr. F e lto n  G. C la rk , th e  r e t i r e d  p re s id e n t  o f 
S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty , ta k e s  from  our m id s t one o f th e  f i n e s t  
c i t i z e n s  L o u isian a  has been a b le  to  c la im  a c ro s s  th e  n a t io n  
as  he moved from one ach ievem ent to  a n o th e r .
A man o f g re a t  d ig n i ty ,  sch o o led  from  th e  b eg in n in g  
by h is  l a t e  f a th e r  to  e v e n tu a l ly  ta k e  th e  helm  o f  th e  l a r g e s t  
p u b lic  Negro i n s t i t u t i o n  in  A m erica. D r. C la rk 's  c o n t r ib u t io n s  
to  the advancement o f  L o u is ia n a  and a l l  i t s  c i t i z e n s  w ere 
rem arkab le . Many o f them w ent u n p u b lish e d , fo r  in  th e  d e l i c a t e  
a re a  o f r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  in  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  o f  
a c e n tu ry , he was a  w hiz a t  s o lu t io n s  a c c e p ta b le  to  b o th  b la ck  
and w h ite  - - d e c is io n s  w hich were som etim es b e s t  ex ecu ted  
w ith o u t f a n fa re .  He moved w ith o u t apo logy  o r  t im id i ty  fo r  th e  
advancement o f  th e  b la c k  p eo p le  o f  t h i s  s t a t e ;  he a c te d  w ith o u t 
ra n c o r and w ith  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  f e e l in g s  o f b o th  b la c k  
and w h ite .
Ills  p a t ie n c e , h i s  lo v e  o f  m ankind, h i s  d ev o tio n  to  a b e t t e r  
way o f l i f e  fo r  a l l  made him a t r u l y  o u ts ta n d in g  f ig u r e  in  
b a to n  Rouge, L o u is ia n a , and th e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  c o u n try . H is 
gu idance and co u n se l w i l l  be  m issed  n o t o n ly  by s tu d e n ts  and
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alum ni o f  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  w ith  which he was a s s o c ia te d  f o r  so 
many y e a r s ,  b u t by a l l  in  t h i s  community who v a lu ed  h is  
le a d e rs h ip  (M orning A dvocate. Ju ly  8 , 1970).
A t r i b u t e  p a id  Dr. C la rk  on h is  fu n e ra l program  seems 
a p p ro p r ia te  h e re . E x ce rp ts  from th e  t r i b u t e  re a d :
The p u r s u i t  o f  e x c e lle n c e  in  a l l  endeavors was th e  g u id in g  
p r in c ip le  in  h is  l i f e .  The in s p i r a t io n  which he im p a rte d  i n  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  accom plishm ents o f  many 
. . . .  I t  was in  t h i s  p o s i t io n  th a t  th i s  b r i l l i a n t  and 
c ap a b le  e d u c a to r  made an u n fo r g e t ta b le  im pact upon th o s e  who 
knew him (F u n e ra l Program , J u ly  9 , 19,70).
Dr. C la rk  was b u r ie d  on Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty 's  campus in  Baton 
Rouge, L o u is ia n a , J u ly  9 , 1970. Three s e p u lc h ra l  mounds lo c a te d  on 
the  e a s t  bank o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iver mark th e  g ra v e  s i t e s  o f  F e lto n  
G randison C la rk , O c tav ia  Head C la rk , and Joseph Samuel C la rk .
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CHRONOLOGICAL OUTLINE OF THE LIFE OF 
FELTON GRANDISON CLARK
Born O ctober 13 in  B aton Rouge, L o u is ia n a .
R eceived J u n io r  C o lleg e  Diploma from S ou thern  U n iv e rs i ty .
R eceived  B ach e lo r o f  A rts  d eg ree  from B e lo i t  C o lleg e , 
B e lo i t ,  W isconsin
R eceived  M aster o f  A rts  d eg ree  from Columbia U n iv e r s i ty ,  
New Y ork, New York
1927 Taught a t  W iley C o lle g e , M a rsh a ll, Texas
1930 Taught a t  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a
Taught a t  Howard U n iv e r s i ty ,  W ashington, D. C.
R eceived D octor o f  P h ilo so p h y  deg ree  from Columbia 
U n iv e rs i ty
1937 Dean o f  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  Baton Rouge, L o u isian a
1937 S erved  on S ta f f  o f  U n ited  S ta te s  O ff ic e  o f  E ducation
Became P re s id e n t  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e rs ity  on June 30
S erved  as  V ice P re s id e n t  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f Negro 
L and-G rant C o lleg es  and Chairman o f  th e  Committee 
on R esearch  and F in d in g s
V ice P r e s id e n t  o f  A sso c ia tio n  o f  C o lleg es  and Secondary 
S choo ls  f o r  Negroes
A ppoin ted  a member o f  th e  Committee on Southern  R egional 
S tu d ie s  and E d u ca tio n
R eceived  P h i B eta  Kappa Key
R eceived D octor o f  L i te r a r y  Laws from B e lo i t  C o lle g e , 
B e lo i t ,  W isconsin
Chairm an o f th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Committee fo r  the  










A ppointed  Member o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e  Committee fo r  
M o b iliz a tio n  o f  E d u ca tio n
M arried  A llen e  K nighten
Mamed a  member o f  th e  A dvisory  Committee o f  th e  Survey 
o f  F e d e ra l Program s in  H igher E d u ca tion
R ep resen ted  YWCA in  Geneva, S w itze rlan d
R e tire d  from  S o u th ern  U n iv e rs i ty
Served as P r e s id e n t  on le a v e
Died in  New O rle a n s , L o u is ia n a
APPENDIX I I
ORGANIZATIONS IN WHICH FELTON GRANDISON CLARK 
HELD MEMBERSHIP
Honor F r a t e r n i t i e s
P hi B eta Kappa 
Alpha P h i Omega 
Kappa D e lta  P i 
P i Gamma Mu 
B eta Kappa Chi 
Alpha Kappa Mu 
Phi B eta D e lta  
Kappa P hi Kappa
S o c ia l F r a t e r n i t i e s
Alpha P h i Alpha 
Sigma P i Phi
A f f i l i a t i o n s
Member, W orld C ouncil o f  th e  Y.M.C.A.
Member, N a tio n a l C ouncil o f  th e  Y.M.C.A.
Member, N a tio n a l S c h o la rsh ip  S e le c t io n  Committee o f  th e  Y.M.C.A. 
Member, Board o f  F o re ig n  S c h o la rs h ip s  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f 
America
Member o f  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  Committee o f  th e  Y.M.C.A.
Member o f  th e  S p e c ia l  Commission on th e  S tr a te g y  o f  R e c ru it in g  
and T ra in in g  f o r  th e  Y.M.C.A. S e c re ta r y - s h ip .
T h i r ty - th i r d  d eg ree  Mason
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VITA
I r i s  Johnson P e rk in s , d au g h te r o f  M innie Toney and GeyIon 
Johnson, was b o rn  in  Columbia, Marion C ounty , M is s is s ip p i ,  A ugust 23, 
1928.
A f te r  g ra d u a tio n  from Globe Academy, sh e  a tte n d e d  Jackson  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , from which she re c e iv e d  a  B ach e lo r o f  S c ien ce  d eg ree  
in  1946,w ith  a m ajor in  e lem en ta ry  e d u c a tio n . She re c e iv e d  a M aster 
o f E d u cation  d e g re e  from N orthw estern  U n iv e r s i ty ,  E v an sto n , I l l i n o i s ,  
in  1950.
Her p ro f e s s io n a l  e x p e rien c e s  in c lu d e  te a c h in g  in  th e  p u b lic  
sch o o ls  in  Colum bia, M is s is s ip p i ,  s e rv in g  as  s u p e r v is in g  te a c h e r  a t  
Sou thern  U n iv e r s i ty  L ab o ra to ry  Schoo l, te a c h in g  a t  S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs i ty  
and s e rv in g  a s  g u e s t l e c t u r e r  a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .
She h a s  two d a u g h te rs , Daphne and M y rtle  P e rk in s .
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